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*Advertifernent. 

THE narrative of the following cafes, cjrV. was firft publihVd at Dublin, 
by Thomas Prior, Efq; a public-fpirited gentleman of that city, with the 
following dedication. 

Vo his Excellency Philip, Earl of Chefterfield, Lord Lieute- 
nant General, and General Governor of Ireland. 

HIGH ftations furnifh great opportunities of doing good, where there 
is a head to difcern, and a heart to apply. Your excellency is emi- 
nent for both. Since your arrival in this kingdom, you have acquired 
a thorough knowledge of its interefts, which you apply to the fervice of 
his majejty and the public, in iuch a manner, that your adminiftration will 
be always remembered with gratitude and honour. Your management, fo 
generous of your own, and fo frugal of the public treafure, joined with 
a conduct fo open and fincere, without the lea ft tindtureor fufpicion of pri- 
vate views, leave us at a lofs to determine, which to admire moft, the true 
policy, or the probity of our governor. 

" That benevolent and difinterefted fpirit, which diftinguifhes your cha- 
racter, hath emboldened me to addrefs this fmall treatile to your excel- 
lency ; which, as it is calculated to promote the public good, coincides io 
f far with your own views, as to feem entitled to fome ihare of your pro- 
" te&ion and patronage." 

1 am, ivitb the greateft RefpetJ, 

Tour Excellency" 1 ; moft obedient, 

and moft bumble Servant t 

Thomas Prior* 

Mr. Prior declares ( and there is no reafon to fufpeft. his veracity ) that his 
fole motive in collc&ing and publifhing the following cafes was the public 
good. 

Some gentlemen who have received benefit by Tarwater, finding it tedi- 
ous to recite the cafes correfpondent to any ailment, propofed this fcheme, 
defigning, infttad of being at fo much trouble, to difpofe of a book, when 
they fee a proper object, that the perfons aggrieved may judge of the cafes 
jnoit near to their own, and take or reject the water accordingly, with their 
eyes open, and from their own conviftion, rather than the importunity of 
another. 

That there are not more cafes publifhed of perfons cured in England 
by Tarwater, out of the multitudes that have received benefit from it, is no 
wonder, fines no body has taken the trouble to collect them i and many, that 

have 
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PREFACE. 



have been lent to the public papers, have never appeared. The following, 
which is of that number, fhall conclude our preface. 

To the AUTHOR of &c. 

SIR, 

HAving received great benefit by Tarwater, I prefume that the publica- 
tion of my cafe may be of fervice to others in the like difoider, in- 
asmuch as it may induce them to experience the virtues of that benign, fa- 
lutary draught, and fo be a means of reftoring them to a vigorous and happy 
ftatc of health. In May laft I was fuddenly indifpos'd ; I wafted daily, and 
became feeble and liftlefs ; my appetite fail'd me ; what I eac aid but juft 
keep me alive, my ftomach ( which for fome time before had been weak ) 
having almoft loft its natural faculty of digeftion. During my indifpofition 
I had a very bad ptifical cough, and continued wafting till September ; when, 
being brought very low, I withal felt my lungs very much affeded, and was 
afraid of a confumpticn, which likewife was dreaded by all my friends. I 
then prepar'd lbms Tarwater, according to chebifhop's direclions, and drank 
of it, near half a pint at a time, three or four times a day, all the month of 
September. I had not drank it paft a fortnight before health began to appear 
in my countenance, my r ftomach was fo much flrengthened that I could eat 
with pleaftire, and I ^,. w chearful and adive. In the next fortnight I 
quite ioft my cough, was freed from the terrible apprehenfion of a tabej, 
and am now, I thank God, perfectly hearty ; and all through the wonder- 
ful efficacy of that fovereign remedy 1 arwater, 

JM 

■Quo non prcefentius ullum 



Auxilium venit 



Oh learned Berkley ! who enough can praife 
Thy gen'rous labour ? thy mftruc ive page, 
Our fteps directing to this fource of health ? 
The fair and beauteous pine in vain had fhed 
Its precious juice, till thou, with curious fearch, 
Explor'd its virtuous qualities, and taught 
Mankind (he whollbire fecret. Thou haft done 
A deed well worthy evejrlaiting fame ! 

Peakirk, near Peterborough, 

Jpril 10, 1745. J. LaMDEK.' 



An authentick Account oftheEffe&s of 
T A R-W A T E R. 




'AVING published in 
the Dublin Journal, 
July 3. 1744, remarks 
on an advertii'ement, 
and on certain affida- 
vits, conc e , n ing the effects of Tar- 
water in Stephens's hofpital, and hav- 
ing promifed to communicate to the 
public, an account of feveral perfons, 
who have been entirely cured, or 
greatly relieved by the ufe of Tar- 
water only, together with their names, 
places of abode, and nature of their 
ailments ; I now addrefs myfelf to 
the performance of my promife. 

2. Many very freely communicated 
their ailments and reliefs ; fome who 
had received benefit onthefirft drink- 
ing of it, chofe to poflpone fending 
their accounts, till they had received 
the full benefit they expefted. Some, 
efpecially of the female fex, were un- 
willing to have their names mentioned 
in public. Some cafes required a long 
trial, before any judgment could be 
formed, or a cure effected. It was 
alfo fuggefted by thofe who decryed 
its ufe, that whatever feeming benefit 
fome might have received on their firfl 
drinking, yet that towards the fall of 
the leaf, or the winter following, 
they would feel fatal confequences 
from it, infinuating, that it was dan- 
gerous to drink it in the dog-days, or 
in cold weather, by which means fe- 
veral were prevailed upon to lay afide 
the drinking of it for fome months ; 
but finding no fuch confequences, they 
have fince refumed the drinking of it 
with great advantage. 



3. For thefe and many other rea- 
fons the publication of thefe cafes has 
been foiong deferred j but many thou- 
fauds having now drank Tarwater, 
and great numbers received benefit ; 
fince time, experience, and many 
tryals ( the fureft guides in cafes of this 
nature ) have eftablifhed the credit and 
uie of this medicine, it. would be a 
prejudice to the public, and an injury 
to mankind to defer any longer the 
publication of the many unexpected, 
and furprizing cures effedied by Tar- 
water. And as particular initances 
and fatts make flronger impreffions 
than general affertions and reafonings 
can do ; it is with great fatisfadion I 
can inform the public, that I am fur- 
nifhedwith a great number of authen- 
tic accounts of the effects of Tarwater 
( more perhaps than ever happened in 
the cafe of any other medicine in fo 
fhort a time ) and that chiefly from the 
patients themfelves,moftof them men; 
of character and integrity, who, be- 
fides the pleafure of recounting the 
benefits they received, had no other 
view in communicating their cafes, but 
to promote the good of others, who 
might labour under the fame diforders. 

4. With the fame view, I can af- 
fure the public, that I have moll im- 
partially laid before them the fa&s 
communicated to me, in the letters of 
the gentlemen, who have been fo good 
as to give a detail of their own difor- 
ders, or of thofe of their neighbours, 
and of the benefit they received ; the 
originals of which may be viewed in 
my hands. 

5. From 



6 Adverttfement agalnft Tarwater confiderd. 



5. From fome, I had the accounts 
of their cafes from their own mouths ; 
and any one may be fatisfied from the 
perfons themfelves, whofe names are 
mentioned ; and tho' others are, at 
their defire, omitted, if any fhould be 
defirous to know them, 1 fhall be rea- 
dy, for their private Jatisfa&ion, to 
inform them. 

6. Many cafes occurred of perfons, 
troubled with colds, coughs, difficulty 
of breathing, want of reft and appe- 
tite, which were foon removed by the 
ufe of Tarwater ; but as theie ailments 
might be removed by exercife, air, 
proper dyet, or other medicines, with- 
out Tarwater, I have omitted moft of 
thofe cafes, tho' the quicknefsand eafe 
with which they were relieved, and 
the number of the cures muft greatly 
recommend the ufe of this medicine. 
The initances produced therefore, are 
for the moft part cafes of the moft 
grievous and dangerous diftempers, 
acute and chronical ; fuch as the gout, 
king's evil, inveterate fcurvies, and 
ulcers, confirmed afthmas, fevers, pleu- 
rifies, rheumatifms, colics, £sV. which 
rarely give way to any medicines; but 
yielded to the power and efficacy of 
Tarwater, as will appear by the fub- 
fequent narrative. 

7. I fhaii beg leave, by way of in- 
troduction, to republifh the ejjida'uits 
and my remarks thereon, which gave 
the firit occafion of writing on this 
fubject, together with fome observa- 
tions pub'ifhed in England, relating to 
(hat affidavit. 

8. Remarks on a late advertife- 
ment, and upon certain affidavits 
mentioned therein, concerning 
the effects of Tarwater in 
Stephens's hofpital. 

9. The adverttfement was pablifhed 



in the Dublin Journal, June 2, 1744* 
in the following words, ' We are very 
' well inform'd that many 'voluntary 
' affidavits have been made before al- 
' derman Walker, of the unfuccefsful 
' ufe of Tarwater in Dr. Stephens's 
' hofpital, by numbers of patients in 
' that houfe, fetting forth, that, after 
' a long feries of ufing Tarwater in the 
1 moft ftrid and regular manner, none 
' found themfelves in any wife better, 
' but many of them much worfe ; and 
' that thefe affidavits are in the hands 
*. of the vifitors of the hofpital, and 
• may at any time be viewed by the 
' curious in this matter.' 

10. Being furprized to hear that in 
Stephens's hofpital alone, none found 
themfelves better, and many worfe, 
by the ufe of Tarwater, when, at the 
fame time, great numbers both in 
town and country had received great 
and furprizing benefit thereby ; my 
regard to truth and the good of man*- 
kind induced me to make enquiry in- 
to the contents of thofe affidavits, on 
which fo much ftrefs had been laid. 

1 1. I accordingly addreffed myfelf 
to the vifiting phyfician of the hofpi- 
tal, who fhewed me the original af- 
fidavits,and declared the advertifement 
was publifhed without his knowledge. 

12. I fhall here publifh one of the 
affidavits. 

County "1 Syl'vefter Dowdal, one of 

of the ( the patients in Stephens's 

City of \ hofpital, came this day be- 

Dublin. J fore me, and made oath, 

that he conftantly drank the Tarwater 

by the directions of Dr. Lebunte, for 

about nine weeks, and depofed that 

he hath not found any benefit thereby. 

Sworn before me the His 

2 5 th of May, 1 7 4 4. . Syl O Dqivdal. 

William Walker. Mark. 

\ 3. The 



'Affidavits againft Tarwater invalidated. 



13. The doctor informed me, that 
faid Donvdal had an impofthume in 
his ftomach, and faid that fome, who 
were ordered to drink the water, neg- 
lected it. 

14. The other live affidavits were 
to the following purpofe. 

15. " James Martin in a high le- 
profy fwears he drank Tarwater near 
6 weeks without benefit. 

16. " Bartholomew Hughs, in an 
aflhma and confumption of the lungs, 
drank Tarwater 7 weeks without be- 
nefit, as to hisfijortne/s of breathy which 
was his principal diforder. 

17. " Mary Malone, for the itch, 
drank the Tarwater 5 weeks without 
benefit ; but being put into another 
courfe for 3 weeks, finds herfelf much 
better. 

18. " Patrick ShaghnuJJy, for an 
inveterate itch, drank Tarwater 6 
weeks, found himfelf much worfe ; 
but being put into another courfe 
jinds himfelf much better. 

19. "Ma. — in the foul difeafe, 
drank Tarwater 6 weeks, and found 
lerfelf much worfe ; but being put 
into another courfe, finds herfelf much 
better." 

20. So far the affidavits, whereof 
'4 were made by perfons that could 
aiot write. 

21. An oppofltion to a medicine of 
this nature, mult have been either 
ueedlefs or criminal : if the medicine 
be bad, it will die away of itfelf ; if 
good, it is plainly unwarrantable to 
eppofe it. How far this oppofition, 
coming from the quarter, that may be 
iufpeftedof intereft in the matter, can 
be reconciled with the rules of pru- 
dence, is fubmitted to the public con- 
sideration : the doctor, a man of worth 
Bpdikill, atted very properly, and 



with good intention in prefcribing this 
water, to be taken even in the worfl 
cafes ; but the ufe others have made 
of it, gives room for the following 
remarks. 

22. The advertifement fays, ' many 
1 voluntary affidavits have been made 
' by numbers of patients in the hofpi • 
' tal, letting forth, that " after a long 
" feries of ufing Tarwater, in the vioft 
" firicl and regular manner, none 
" found themfelves in any wife better, 
" but many of them much worfe" ; 
now the cjj. davits, which were but 6, 
have not thofe afl'ertions ; not a word 
©f a long (cries, or the mcji JitiS and 
regular manner, or that none received 
buu fit; fo that the Jdvertifiment doth 
no way tally with the ejj davits, nor 
can be iupported or warranted by them . 
Six of the moft defperate cafes in the 
whole hoipital, were culled cut, and 
made the only tefts of the virtues 
of Tarwater, upon fo fhort a trial as 5 
or 6 weeks ; altho' the diftempers v> ere 
inveterate, and chronical, and plainly 
required a length of time, to effect, a 
cure. What medicine could fland, if 
a few inflances of its unfuccefs were 
fufficient to deftroy its credit ? or what 
would become of phyficians, if the 
failing of the medicines they prefcribe, 
fhould be urged againft them ? 

23. It does not appear, by the af- 
fidavits, that juftice was done to Tar 
water in quantity, in time, in accom- 
panying it with any outward wafh of 
Tarwater, as was proper in outward 
fores, or in acknowledging that it con- 
curred in the cure of the itch ; in which 
cafe, by driving the venom from the 
blood to the furface, it will increafe 
the fores for a time, and make igno- 
rant patients think themfelves worfe. 
And probably this proved their cure ; 

for 
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forasfoon as they were anointed with 
brimftone, they found themfelves bet- 
ter ; is this fair dealing ? 

24. For the fake of truth, wefhall 
publifh a lift of thofe within our know- 
ledge, who have been either intirely 
cured, or greatly relieved by the uie 
of I'arwater alone, with the places of 
their abode, and in what ailments 
they received benefit ; that every o- 
ther perfon who may have the fame 
fort of ailment, may know what per- 
fons to apply to, and be informed of 
the particulars of their cure, and there- 
by may have an opportunity of ob- 
taining the like relief themfelves. 

25. By what we have already ex- 
perienced, and daily do experience of 
the good effects of Tarwater, we have 
great reafon to be perfuaded, and to 
rejoice, that the world is bleft with a 
medicine, {0 efficacious asfeldom to fail 
offuccefs, fo general as to relieve in 
mod difcafes, fo fafe as never to be at- 
tended with danger, and yet fo cheap, 
as to be in the power of the pooreft 
perfon to purchafe. 

26. The faid advertifement from 
Stephens's hofpical, being published in 
the Etiglifh news- papers, moved a 
gentleman in the North of England to 
fend a letter to the publiihers of the 
Nevjcaf.le Journal, which they i 

cd with this preface. 

27. There appears fo benevolent a 
defign in the following letter, that 
ihould we delay the publication of 
it, we might be accufed, not only 
of ingratitude to the ingenious au- 
thor, but of injufticeto the public. 

Gentlemen, 
28. TWas moved with no little indig- 
X nation and concern, at reading 
a fly inveterate paragraph againft Tar- 



water, in a late Neivcajlle Courant, 
publifhed originally in the papers of 
Dublin : What quarter it fhould come 
from there, together with the purpofes 
intended it fhould anfwer, are plain 
enough to be guefTed at : to obviate, 
therefore, as much as in me lies, the 
ill effects of fo malevolent a defign, I 
think myfelf indifpenfably obliged, as 
well by the ties of juftice and grati- 
tude, to the excellent writer upon the 
extenfive virtues of Tarwater, and dif- 
coverer of its powerful effects, as by 
thofe of charity and benevolence to my 
fellow creatures and fufferers, to make 
known to the public, thro' the means 
of your paper, the inefh'mable benefits 
that have accrued to me and mine 
from the ufe of it. 

29. I had long laboured under thefe 
following complicated diftempers,^/- 
fy, colic, rheumatijm, gravel and piles ', 
in all which cafes I found furprifing 
relief from Tarwater, and that in con- 
fiderably lefs time than a month from 
beginning to drink it And it has 
worked ftill greater effefts upon my 
wife, who was infefted to the higheft 
degree, with that Englijb plague, the 
Scur-vy, together with a large train of 
diforders, naturally incident to fuch a 
height of it ; from which, by the fame 
means, and in the fame time, fhe 
is recovered in fuch a manner, as a- 
mazes all who were acquainted with 
her condition ; and that for the time it 
has been effected in, both fhe and my- 
felf are reflored to health, in a degree 
infinitely beyond our moft fanguine 
expectations; the truth whereof I am 
ready to atteft ; moreover, I have been 
a witnefs of its extraordinary falutary 
effects in fome of my acquaintance to 
a degree little fhort of our own. So 
happy an experience, therefore, both 

in 



and the moft inveterate Afthma. g 



in myfelf and others of its wonderful 
operation and force, leaves me not the 
leaft room to doubt that Tarwater is 
the moft fovereign, and extenfive re- 
medy, and cure for difeafes in gene- 
ral ; fafefi to be taken as well as the 
eafieji in the operation, that ever was 
found out in the wholeMateriaMedica; 
and as fuch, may be recommended to 
the world, notwithstanding the finifter 
paragraph above mentioned. And, if it 
is not an abfurdity to fuppofe fuch a 
thing in nature as a Panacea, nothing, 
furely, ever bid fo fair as this for that 
character before. --In my thus praifing 
Tarwater, I think I cannot be fuf- 
pecled of being actuated by any other 
intcreft than the general welfare and 
happinefs of the human fpecies, will- 
ing them to fhare and enjoy the pre- 
cious effects of it equally with myfelf. 
1 purpofely forbore, Gentlemen, 
troubling you with this fooner, be- 
caufe I would firft be well warranted 
in my own mind for whatever I had 
to lay upon the fubjecl, that I might 
not, in the leaft, invade the bounds of 
truth, which in all cafes, and efpeci- 
ally in fo delicate an affair as this, e- 
very one ought to be very cautious of. 
30. I fhall conclude with the good 
bifhop's own words, " Men may cen- 
*' fure and objeft as they pleafe, but 
" I appeal to time and experiment. 
" Effe&s mifimputed,cafes wrong told, 
" circumftances overlooked, perhaps 
" too, prejudices and partialities a- 
" gainft truth, may for a time prevail 
44 and keep her at the bottom of her 
44 well : from whence, neverthelefs, 
" fhe emergeth fooner or later, and 
44 ftrikes the eyes of all, who do not 
*' keep them fhut." I am, gentle- 
men, yours, cjff. - :::: County of 
Durham* 

B 



31. This inftance fhews that many 
different ailments in the fame perfon, 
may be all cured at the fame time by 
the fame medicine. 

32. William Ward of Cockerton, in 
the county of Durham, Efq; having 
alfo feen the faid advertifement and 
remarks in the Newvcajle Journal, was 
pleafed to communicate his cafe and 
relief in feveral letters, according to 
the progrefs of his cure. 

From Mr. Ward'* letter, dat. June 
8, 1744. 

33. "I began to drink Tarwater 
for an djlbma this day-fortnight, and 
take it night and morning a glafs, 
whereof three make a pint. I find it 
opens my body gently, about twd 
ftools a day ; but I have had my fits, 
as often and violently as before. I am 
not fo weak as to think I was to have 
found a perceptible benefit in fo fhorc 
a fpace, but (hall ftill continue it ; I 
have had my afthma upwards of 12 
years, but not fo violent, as at pre- 
fenc, and for 7 years lafc ; in which 
time I have not been in bed, or at 
moft not above 3 or 4 hours, once in 
a year, when I have flattered myfelf 
with being tolerably well ; and then 
as foon as I awaked, I found I was 
quite loaded with phlegm, tho' a dry 
afthma ; fo that I was obliged to gee 
up and have recourfe to a pipe of to- 
bacco, which I ufe ail the time I ani 
ill, for I have no eafe when 1 do nor. 
fmoak. I am feldom without a fie 
above three or four days, and con- 
tinue as long in it, and as foon as rain 
comes 1 am eafy ; I have it alfo a- 
gainft the leaft change of weather. 

- My father has it, and my grand- 
mother died of it; fo that I hai 
hopes Of a cure as it Teems [0 be hm - 

ditary. 

A- 
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Its good Effe&s 



ditary. I have tryed many of the 
moil eminent phyficians in England, 
but never found benefit. I have had 
iffues in my fhoulders, and at prefent 
one under each breaft, but cannot fay 
I reap any advantage. The medi- 
cines I have taken are innumerable. 1 ' 

'from Mr. Ward V letter, July 27, 1 744. 
*TPHE firft month I took it, my 

"*• fits were as violent and fre- 
quent as ufuai. Thefecond month I 
had not one fit, but one night, which 
was very eafy ; and I believe I might 
have continued to have found a daily 
benefit, if I had not been obliged to at- 
tend at the aitizes ; where I have re- 
ceived a moil violent cold, which has 
brought on both my afihma and a 
cough. So that at prefent I am very 
ill, but am taking all the care I can 
now to recover myfelf, for I found {o 
much pleafure in that month's eafe, 
that no temptation can induce me to 
jwt've from rules. I can't fo much 
as lie bad: in an eafy chair ; for I 
have a tabic fet by the fide of my chair 
■with pillows on it, fo I lay my arm on 
them, and my head on my arm ; and 
jf I am very ill, can't even reft that 
•way ; fo that no bed can be contrived 
for me to reft on yet ; and tho' I fay 
above, that I had not a fit for a month, 
yet if I lay back in my chair then, it 
made me uneafy in two minutes : I 
drank Tarwater frequently in the day, 
but not a quarter of a pint at a time, 
for I find it agrees better with my fto- 
mach, than drinking a larger quanti- 
ty ; and in the day, I may take fuch a 
quantity 5 or 6 times, as agrees with 
me. I muft beg to take notice of one 

very great effect it has had on me 

{ which I hope is a good fymptom. ) 

35. Before I drank the Tarwater, 



1 



my feet were always as cold as ice, fo 
that I had not the leaft perfpiration in 
them ; for if I had not vvafhed them 
for a year, they were as clean and dry 
a: the back of my hand : but now, in 
the laft month, I was fo eafy, I found 
my feet fvveat very copioufly, and 
found in wearing a pair of new (lock- 
ings only a week, that all the foals 
were worn, and mouldered away ; 
and what was left was very red, as if 
1 had burnt them. 

36. I beg pardon for dwelling fo 
long upon this particular, as it was fo 
furprizing j and my apothecary telling 
me, when I related it to him, that he 
was (ure I fhould be cured by drinking 
the Tarwater, as it had this effett ; 
for it was what he and all my phyfi- 
cians had drove at, to make me have 
a perfpiration in my feet, which was 
never in their power to get, not even 
by fitting with my feet in warm water. 

From his letter 0/ September 18, 1744. 

37. " As to my prefent (late of 
health, I have the pleafure to tell you 
I was in bed the ioth,i ith,i2th, and 
1 5th inftant at night ; I went to bed 
about 8 o'clock, and lay until 7 the 
next morning, as well as ev«r I was 
in my life; and found when I awaked, 
1 was lying on my back ; and am 
quite another man." 

From his letter of January 16, 1744. 

38. " I find the leaft cold does me 
harm, and therefore keep clofe to my 
houfe, which is no inconveniency to 
me, fince I am all air and vivacity, 
which before was a meer (late of he- 
betude. I was obliged to go on the 
4th of November laft into Northumber- 
land, when it was very cold with 
fnow ; and as the roads would not ad- 
mit of wheels,, I was compelled to go 

en 
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on horfe-back ; and when I had rode 
a mile eafy ( for it is only fince I took 
Tarwater I could ride above a mile 
on horfe-back ) I found I was able to 
go fafter, and put on fo fait, that I 
obferved by my watch, that I rode at 
the rate of 6 "miles an hour. My 
journey was 36 miles, which I com- 
pleated between the hours of 10 in the 
morning, and 4 in the afternoon, 
without drawing bridle ; I retted one 
day, and came home on the 6th of 
November in the fame time.— This I 
declare upon my honour to be fad, 
and which was as great a furprize to 
myfelf as others." 

39. So extraordinary a cafe as this, 
and fo well vouched by the patient 
himfelf, gives us reafon to believe, 
that any afthma whatfoever may be 
cured by a courfe of Tarwater, and 
at the fame time fhews that people 
ought to wait for the effett of this me- 
dicine, and not lay it afide on a fhort 
tryal ; tho' if Mr. Ward had drank a 
greater quantity of Tarwater, and a- 
voided catching cold, he would have 
been much fooner relieved. 

As I have more accounts from Eng- 
land, fhewing the power of Tarwater 
in a high degree, I fhall introduce 
them before I mention lrijh cafes. 

Extratt of a letter from John Hard- 
cajile, Efq; of Houghton, in the 
county of Durham, a civilian. 
40. " My diforder began with vio- 
lent pains in my breaft, which, being 
removed by fomentation, were fuc- 
ceeded by a great cough. I was in 
fome time almoft freed from it : but 
within two or three days after it was 
flopped, I was fuddenly feized with a 
palpitation of the heart in a very high 
degree, which Iaftcd with very little 



intermiffion for two days. That dif- 
order being partly calmed by bleed- 
ing, my cough returned again with as 
much force as ever. I became much 
emaciated, loft my appetite, grew 
very weak, and had frequent fweats; 
my urine was loaded during this lll- 
nefs with a large quantity of red mat- 
ter, which when evaporated to dri- 
nefs, did not feem to the touch to be 
of the nature of fand or gravel, but 
rather like loam or fine clay. The 
phyfician declared my cafe fcorbu- 
tic, and treated it according'/. As I 
had been long following the prefcrip- 
tions of a phyfician, I cannot impute 
my recovery with any certainty whol- 
ly to Tarwater. But I think, the 
fenfible and almoft immediate altera- 
tion I perceived in myfelf after taking 
it, leaves me no room to doubt, that 
alteration was caufed by the Tar. It 
refrefhed my ftomach with a ! 
and agreeable warmth, reflorjjd my 
appetite, and in all probability caufed 
a good digeftioh : as thefe gra- 
increafed, my cough declined, my 
fweats abated, and my ftrength re- 
turned. 

41. An account of. the extraordi- 
nary virtues of Tarwater in the cure of 
a great numherof negroes in the fmall- 
pox, fworn before themayorof / 
pool, at the public feffions, where Mr. 
Con/if, Mr. Jrmitage, Mr. Reed, and 
Mr. John Athertot:, merchants, were 
prefenr, and who were fatisfied of the 
truth of the particulars, before it was 
confirmed by oath, as follows : 
42. f"X"*HE Little Fojlen of Liver - 
\_ tool, Jo/eph Drape mailer, 
in the year 1742, made a voyage to 
Guinea, and having taken in 216 ne- 
groes, before he left the coaft, he had 
the misfortune to fefc the fmall pox 

bre«jg 
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break out amongft them, and in a very 
lhort time no lefs than 170 ill of it at 
pnce. 

43. The captain was under great 
concern, and fully expecled, that for 
want of room and necefiaries, he muft 
lofethe greateft part of them. A per- 
fon on board advifed him to infufe a 
quantity of Tar in water, and give it 
the flavesto drink, faying it was prac- 
tls'd in the fame cafe with good fuc- 
cefs ; the Tarwater wat prepared, but 
the firft, to whom it was offered, ob- 
fb'nately refufed it, and fo did many 
more j that man died in 2 or 3 days, 
which the reft feeing, partly by per 
fuafion, partly by force, were all 
brought to drink. The good effe&s 
were fo plainly perceived by the poor 
creatures themfelves, that they came 
upon deck, and crowding about a tub 
cf Tarwater, fet daily for them, drank 
plentifully of it of their own accord. 

44. And of thofe 1 70 ( moft grown 
perlons ) not one died, except that one 
man ; the negroes continued drinking 
Tarwater afcer their recovery, and 
could hardly be brought to drink any 
other. 

I do hereby certify upon oath, that 
the contents of the above narra- 
tive are true, 

Liverpool, Jofepb Drape. 

Jan. 14, 1744. 

Sworn before me Oiven Prickard, 

mayor. 

45. The faid Mr. Atherton, in a 
letter of Feb. 4. 1744, writes thus : 

" We have a very high opinion of 
Tarwater ; my wife has drank a pint 
a day of it for 8 months paft, and re- 
ceived furprizing benefit in an inflam- 
matory diforder, in which phyfick and 
bleeding had brought her very low .- 
doclor Dicki/is, one of the moft emi- 




nent phyficians in this part of the 
kingdom, had her under his care, and, 
advifed her to Tarwater, as an altera- 
tive. So you fee doctors differ about 
it, fome aflerting it to be inflamma- 
tory, the contrary of which, I have 
the ftrongeft inftances of in my own 
family, and for which Mrs. Atbertou. 
and myfelf think ourfelves under the 
greateft obligations to theBp of Cloyne. 
I am very well informed, it is now a 
conftant practice at Liverpool 'and other 
places, which fit out fhips for the 
Guinea trade, to provide a fufficient 
quantity of Tar to make Tarwater, to 
be adminiftered to feamen, in the 
fmall pox, fcurvies, cifr. 

46. Rev. Mr. Hayward of War- 
rington, Laneafh. Oil. 1 8, writes that 
he laboured under an ague 4 months, 
which had reduced him to a very low 
ftate, but that he recoverd by ufe of 
Tarwater only ; and enjoys a more 
lively and comfortable flow of fpirits, 
than ever he did in his life, for which 
reafon he compares Tarwater to the 
Nepenthes mentioned by Homer. 

Horn. Odyjf. A. 
Temper'd with drugs of fovereign ufe 

t'affuage 
The boiling bofom of tumultuous rage; 
To clear the cloudy front of wrinkled 

care, 
And dry the tearful fluices of defpair; 
Charm 'd with that virtuous draught, 

th' exalted mind 
Allfenfe of woe delivers to the wind. 

Pope. 

Or as Milton mentions this Nepenthes 
in his mafk of Comus. 

Behold this cordial julep here, 
That flames and dances in his cryftal 
bounds i 

Not 
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Not that Nepenthes, which the wife of 

Tbone 
In Egypt gave to yew- born Helena, 
h of fuch pow'r, as this to ftirup joy, 
To life fo friendly,or fo cool to thirft. 

47. A letter from the rev. Mr. 
-James Menteath from Adder byry in 
Oxford/hire, Feb. 12, 1 744. " As 
foon as I heard of the treatife on Tar- 
water, and of the directions therein 
mentioned, I made Tarwater, and 
drank between 2 and 3 gallons of if ; 
but felt no other effecl, than its in- 
creafmg a good appetite to a ftronger, 
therefore gave it over ; having no 
need of that or any other medicine, 
and I only drank it to convince others, 
that it could do them no harm. In 
May laft, being curate of this place, 
I was fent for to pray by a young wo- 
man, who, I was told, lay at the 
point of death : I found her fpeech- 
lefs, and her parents told me that a 
phyfician faid there was no hopes of a 
recovery. She had fome months been 
troubled with a cough, and a fvvelling 
in her legs and arms, which was now 
become a dropfy, and feemingly in 
the laft ftate of a confumption. Af 
ter performing my duty, I told the 
mother, if fhe would give leave, I 
•would try a medicine, which I be- 
lieved might do her fervice ; fhe rea- 
dily confented ; and I gave her two 
quarts of the water, and directions, 
that (he mould drink half a pint of it 
at a time, twice, or, if fhe could bear 
it, 3 times a day warm. After two 
days, fhe was able to fit up, in five 
was brought down flairs, had fome 
appetite, her cough abated, and the 
fwellings of her legs and arms much 
funk ; in 6 weeks fhe feemed well ; 
but difcontinuing the water, relapfed. 



However drinking it a month longer 
fhe intirely recovered, and went to 
fervice at Michaelmas, and has been 
well ever fince. 

48. I had many more patients, who 
found great benefit from ^particular- 
ly in the green ficknefs, when proper- 
ly taken, I never found that it failed 
of fuccefs. 1 ' 

49. Thus far Mr. Menteath: It is 
adviieable therefore,in defperate cafes, 
when every thing elfe has failed, to 
make ufe of Tarwater, which may 
pofiibly recover the patient from the 
brink of death ; as it has done in this 
and many other inflances, mentioned 
in the courfe of this narrative, to the 
great furprize of all. 

50. Mr. John Berry of ' Manch'Jler, 
May 30, 1744. " I have taken Tar- 
water 24 mornings, and fometimes in 
the afternoon, for a dizzinels in my 
head, which I have had at times for 
12 months paft, and am as well as 
ever I was in ray life." 

51. A phyfician in York wrote to 
one at Bath, Auguji 25, 1744. " A 
lady redue'd to nigh a fkeleton by a 
bleeding cancer, and thought only fit 
for Gay's hofpital of incurables, by the 
ufe of Tarwater is fo much better, as 
to be thought in a fair way of enjoying 
a comfortable ftate of health. She 
has recovered her appetite and flefh, 
and all bad fymptomsare almoft over- 
come, and her bread is become foft 
and eafy." 

52. A letter from Lisbon, Jan. 24, 
1744*" Tarwater has been of great 
fervice here in many cafes. It is in 
vogue in the Portugal hofpital, they 
gave it the princefs De Bocra in the 
fmall pox,and fhe has done very well." 

53> 54> 55, 56, 57. are verfes,&ff. 

in 
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in praife of the bifhop, copied from 
the news papers. 

Remarks by Pbilanthropos. 

58. Upon fome hints I took from 
fedtions 29 and 49 of Szris, I refolved 
to attempt a folution of myrrh, I put 
a drachm of coarfe myrrh into half a 
pint of Tarwater, and fet it in a pint 
bottle, in a degree of fire, equal to 
that of a hot fun ; and in 3 days I ob- 
tained a perfect folution. 

Of this infufion, I mix about half 
an ounce in each half pint of Tarwater, 
which I daily drink, fo mixed, with 
good fuccefs. It makes the Tarwater 
much more pleafant, giving it an a- 
greeable, fub acid, bitter talte. 

Par. 59. mentions another procefs 
lefs accurate. 

60. Suppofes this mixt liquor to be 
a good vulnerary water. 

61. Next follow the lrijh cafes, 
communicated by gentlemen of known 
integrity. 

A letter from the rev. Mr. Nat. France 
of Toaghall in the county of Cork, 

July 6, 1744. 

62. Reading an advertifement in 
the Dublin Courant of July 3, I 
thought myfelf bound by the ftrongcft 
obligation, gratitude for. an ineftima- 
ble benefit received, as well as for 
the good of mankind, to give teftimo- 
riy to the truth. Upwards of 20 years 
1 have labour- d under a dreadful dif- 
order. toned by a prevailing acid 
in my ftoma . many weeks to- 
gether, 1 never rcfe from fleep, with- 
out violent vomiting, and ficknefs ; 
rarely free from a heart burn, and 
that commonly ending in a violent 
cholick ; nervous diforders, frightful 
fpafms, a frequent palpitation of the 
heart in bed j my diforder baffled the 



art of phyfic. The Pyrmor.t and Ger* 
man fpa water, a conftant ufe of gnm- 
pills for the nervous complaint, gave 
fome little relief, but were very far 
from rooting out the caufe. I induf- 
trioufly fhun'd every acid. I have 
drank Tarwater thefe 3 years part, 
and, I blefs God, have no complaint, 
no heart-burning, no vomiting in the 
morning, which almoft deprived me 
of my fight ; no nt. *ous diforder, 
unlefs occafioned by a violent cold, 
from which I am quickly relieved, by 
taking a plentiful draught of Tarwater. 
Laft fummer indeed I laid afide Tar- 
water for 3 months, believing I did 
not need it, and that it would ceafe 
to be efficacious by conftant ufe. My 
colick, heartburn, and nervous fpafms 
then return'd as violent as ever. I a- 
gain had recourfe to Tarwater ; its 
happy efFedt was beyond ex . Nation, 
in a few days it perfectly r:' : d me. 
I do now, and fliall, for th'. inder 

of my life, make it ray ning 

draught ; having no othc iaint 

againft it, but this one; tha by .eat- 
ing an appetite, which it neve .llsto 
do, and caufing a good digeftion, it 
renders me more corpulent, than. I 
cou'd wifh to be. AW. France. 

63. A letter from the corporation of 
Augber in theC. of Tyrone ^uly 7, 1 744. 

Moil of us, having for many years 
been greatly afllicled with 1 . cal 
difeafes, fuch as inveterate fcun nd 
rheumatick pains, cjfe. wer d, 

from the high character g! ..\c 

Tarwater, to make trial there 

Thofe who had any out Li v il ; :ig, 
found, after a fortnight's trial, the 
fpots rather more inflamed and pain- 
ful, but afterwards daily growing 
cafief and better. Some of us who 

were 
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were fti/.ed with the rhcumatifm found for 8 years, and confented to Tar- 
after the like time a fenfible remiflion water, has frequently exprefTed his 
of the pains ; we in the gout refolve great furprize at her being fo much 
to continue the regular and conftant better, tho' fhe takes feveral other 
ufe of that moll excellent remedy, and kinds of phyfickby his direction ; her 
all of us do, in the moft affectionate apothecary's bill was lail year reduced 
manner, return our public thanks to to lefs than half, 
the author of Tarwater. 66. A fervant of mine was fo ill of 

Edmund Mac Girr. Rob TLompfon. a cold, and violent cough, that he was 
Rev. Mac. Quigan. Adam Smyth, going to take to his bed. I ordered 
Dudly Harvey. Uri.M'Do'waH. him to drink about haif a pint of Tar- 

water warm'd ; he then let about his 
64. The rev. Mr. Tho. Squire from bufinefs, v and I have not heard him 
Tallow in the county of JVater/ord, complain fince. This morning a <*en- 
July 11, 1744. tleman, who, by a cold taken in 

The enemies of Tarwater, I find, February laft, was apprehenfive of a 
are greatly provoked, feeing they en- decay, told me that his fears were 
deavour to have it fworn out of credit over by drinking Tarwater for three 
and pra&ice j however, I make no weeks ; a phyfician, who ftudied un- 
doubt, but that for the 6 affidavits a- der the great Bocrhaat<e, has pre- 
gainft it, you will foon h^ve many fcribed it to 5 of his patients. T. S. 
hundreds of creditable vouchers for 6j. A letter from the fame, Nov. 30. 
it ; I fend you fome cafes : firft my A gentlewoman near Limerick, 
own. Turned of fixty, my ftomach fuffered fo much by the fcurvy, that 
began to fail me, and what little I did fhe was juft flayed alive, and had al- 
eat, lay heavy for 2 or 3 hours after moft loft the ufe of her limbs. I ad- 
dinner ; my flefh wafted fo that my vifed Tarwater, which a phyfician 
cloaths were too big for me, the calves approving, fhe drank for fome time ; 
of my legs became foft, and hung now the fcurvy-fplotchesare perfectly 
from the bones, and the red in my healed, and fhe is recovering daily the 
cheeks grew dark and livid, bad fym- ufe of her limbs. 
ptoms. I drank Tarwater for fifteen 68. A young gentlewoman, related 
months, found my appetite reftored, toMr. Atkins near Mallow, had a great 
my food fat eafy on my ftomach, I fwelling in her fide, loft her ftomach, 
grew up to my former dimenfions, my was fo extremely thin and pale, that 
flefh became firm, as it had been 20 fome phyficians gave her up. By Dr. 
years before, and the blood in my Co«w//'sadvice,fhe drankTarwaterfor 
cheeks of a good red. fome months, and perfe&Iy recover'd. 

65. A gentlewoman in. my houfe, 69. In Curryglafs, 14 have drank 
far advanced in years, of a tender Tarwater.and every one received be- 
conftitution, and in a bad ftate of nefit. The wife of Henry Evans, 
health, has for near 2 years taken a mafon, was cured of an hereditary 
fmall glafs of Tarwater every morn- afthma, under which fhe laboured for 
ing, and often another about noon ; 2 years,and could not lie down in bed. 
the phyfician who has attended her 70. Henry Evans in the great fro:t 

took 
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took a violent cdd. and every winter 
fmce has kept his jaws tied up in 
handkerchiefs ; ne drank Tarwater, 
the pain in his jaws is gone, and he 
bears coin as WcJ as ever. Laurence 
Limban, a paper maker, had a rnoft 
deadly cough, and was thou^n'- in a 
decay, he drank Tarwater, and is 
row as well as ever. 

71. Mr. Crip's drinks it for an here- 
ditary afthi.Vi ; when he is regular in 

breakout in his body, 
and ihe afthrna is quite gone; but when 
he is carelefs the fplotches difappear, 
and the difficulty of breathing returns. 

72. Mrs. Rolhjlon, who nurfes her 
child, drank Tarwater, it fucceeded 
well with her ; ihe had a vaft flow of 
milk, and her child was extremely 
well ; our phyficians here prefcribe 
Tarwater frequently. 

Curryglafs. Tho. Squire. 

73. I have been thefe 20 years pad 
grievoufly afflicted with violent pains 
and fwellings in my limbs, and for 
want of my natural reft, was reduced 
to very great weaknefs, I loft my fto- 
mach to that degree, that I may fay, 
My foul abhorred all manner of meat, 
and I nvas e<ven hard at death's door. 
I was reduced to that unhappy ftate, 
which the Bp of Cloyne, in his treatife, 
calls tedium vita:, a wearinefs of life, 
that I could have' bleft the means that 
would have finifh'd my days ; and no 
one would have given 6 months pur- 
chafe on my life. 

74. I was alfo afflicted with a vio- 
lent fcorbutic humour, which broke 
out to a great degree in my face ; on 
reading the Magazine, where the vir- 
tue of Tarwater is fet forth, I began 
with it, and tho' I have only drank a- 
bout 5 gallons, it has pot only per- 
fectly cured me of the fcurvy, but has 



alfo intirely eafed me from all my 
paw- j reftored me to my former 
h, a good ftomach, and a great 
flow of fpirits ; that now ( 1 thank 
God ) I may juftly'fay, I am a man 
again, 

Henry Varfohs, attorney in William 
jlnet, Dublin, July 26, 1744. 

75. A letter from the rev. Mr. Bernard 
Ward, at Belfajl, July 23, 1 744. 
Inclofed I fend you the cafes of 3 

perfons, who have received benefit by 

the ufe of Tarwater, which is in great 

and univerfal repute here. 

76. No I. Wm Gaujdy of Kirdon- 
nelt, in the C. of Down, farmer, aged 
about 40 years, had been many years 
afflicted with the rheumatifm. in May 
laft it feized his loins, and entirely 
difabled him from doing any work ; 
he told me he had ufed turpentine 
without fuccefs; I recommended Tar- 
water, 4 quarts of which fo effectual- 
ly removed his diforcler, that, to ufe 
his own words, he was able to lift a 
hogfhead fack full of corn, and to put 
it on his horfe. 

77. No 2. Mrs. Small, of Knock- 
breda, in the C. of Down, about 1 6 
years of age, had been troubled with 
a pain in her fide, fhortnefs of breath, 
a palpitation of the heart upon the 
leaft motion, and an entire lofs of ap- 
petite ; her mother was apprehenfive 
of a confumption ; yet by drinking 
Tarwater about a fortnight, is in per- 
fect health. 

78. No 3. A fon of the rev. An* 
nefly Baile, of Comber in the C. of 
Down, at the age of 2 years, was ac- 
tive and fprightly, he was then feized 
with a fever, which deprived him of 
the ufe of his limbs ; his joints grew 
large, and his belly hard, like a rick- 

etty 
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etty child ; his father made him drink 
Tarwater, a wine glafs full 3 times a 
day, and in 3 weeks time, he quite 
recovered. Bernard Ward. 

79. A letter from the rev. Mr. Vjher, 
of Maryborough, Aug, 23, 1 744. 
Margaret Large of Coolbanagber in 

Queen 's county, being about 43, la- 
boured under a violent cough, and op- 
preffion on her ftomach for 10 years, 
without intermiffion,fo that fhe loft her 
appetite, her body was emaciated, and 
her fpirits low ; but by drinking Tar- 
water 6 weeks conftantly every morn- 
ing, the cough and oppreflion on her 
ftomach were intirely removed, her 
appetite reflored, her fpirits became 
brifk,and her whole conftitution won- 
derfully improved. 

80. A letter from Mr. Henry Gervais 
of Lijmore in the county of Water- 

ford, Sept. 15, 1744. 

Mr. Bryen, who is an attorney in 
lord Burlington's manor- courts, after 
riding 5 miles about 2 years fince, 
without a great coat, in a winter's 
night of very heavy rain, and io fud- 
dled, that when he came home, 
he could not put off his cloaths, 
threw himfelf on his bed, where 
he flept about 6 hours, and when 
he awoke, was in an high inflam- 
mation, and not able to ipcak. A 
worthy phyfician, by bleeding, blift- 
ering, £5V. brought fome prefent re- 
lief ; but a violent cough foon enfued, 
with a grievous pain in his fide, fpit- 
ting of blood, and large fweats ; fo 
that having fuffered much, and gone 
thro'the apothecary's (hop for a courie 
of 6 months, and exhaufted his little 
fubftance, the phyficians itin conful- 
tation pronounced that he would die 
tabid. The patient in defpair had 
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recourfe to Tarwater, by which he 
recovered his appetite and reft, was 
free from the pain in his fide, and as 
well in health as he could wifh. 

81. Mr. Gertais mentions his own 
cafe thus : • I was under great appre- 
henfions from the reliques of the In- 
fluenza, which feized me in a moft 
heavy manner, and left an acute pain 
in my head, violent palpitation in the 
heart,a conftant pulfation tn the brain, 
and fpafms thro 1 my whole body. 
tlaghcrty cum fociis had me in hand for 
months ; gum- pills and fpirits of vi- 
triol I almoft lived upon, and to no 
purpofe ; but now by the ufe of Tar- 
water, I am, ( God be praifed ) re- 
ftored to good fpirits and health.' 

82. He alio mentions the cafe of 
Mrs. C — of Limerick, who was 
many years afflicled with a fcurvy in 
(0 high degree, that fhe had been 
quite flay'd from head to foot, fo that 
for many months fhe lay in cere cloths, 
and could not turn in her bed, but as 
flie was help'd by the fheets ; all re- 
medies proved ineffectual, but by 
drinking Tarwater for 10 weeks, fhe 
has got a new fkin, her fores have 
ceafed to run, and her health is 
throughly retrieved. 

Mr. Gervais lent the following cafe 
drawn up by Dr. Wm C — of Mallow. 

83. Corrcl Daly of Ardprior in the 
C. of Cork, aged about z<", on exer- 
cifing feverely in the year 1742, was 
feized with a violent cough, ftreight- 
nefs iii his cheft, difficulty of refpira- 
tion.and discharged large quantities of 
blood from his lungs ; in which fta*e 
he remained near 6 months, without 
other afliftance than what his pc( r 
neighbours could adminifter ; til! at 
length quite emaciated, and in a hec- 
tick Hate, with fluihinga in his face, 

fuccecdcri 
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Succeeded by rigors and conftant night- 
fweats, he applied to the neighbour- 
ing phyficians, who recommended a 
courfe of perioral and balfamick me- 
dicines, with tincture of jefuits bark, 
and a milk- diet, which regimen he 
ftri&ly obferved above 10 months ; 
when finding little amendment, and 
no hopes of recovery, he applied to 
me ; i recommended his continuing 
the fame method for fome time long- 
er, which he fubmitted to, without 
further benefit, than that his fweats 
fomcwhat abated. He was now fet 
down as incurable, when hearing fo 
much of the virtues of Tarwater, and 
willing to try it, as every thing elfe 
failed, I recommended the conftant 
ufe of it to him ; at h"rft it difagreed 
prodigioufly, inducing frequent nau- 
fea's, iicknefs in the flomach, and a 
lax, which in his condition I was 
very apprehenfive of ; I made fome 
lighter, which, in a few days, was fo 
reconcileable to his ftomach, that he 
took it in large quantities, and is now 
perfectly recovered from all hisfymp- 
toms, only a fmall cough, which he 
is fubjecl to, on taking cold, or any 
irregularity. 

84. Letter from Mr. Wm Peacocke, 
merchant in Abbey-ftreet, Dublin, 
Sept. 22, 1744. 

My brother Marmaduke Peacocke, 
merch. for feveral months had a great 
cough, little appetite, and a great 
lowncfs of fpirits ; he could not walk 
without fweating, and was very much 
ejnaciated ; he applied to fome phyfi- 
cians to no purpofe,but drinking Tar- 
water morning and evening, in lefs 
ihan 3 weeks, was as heal as ever, 
and in great fpirits. 

85. Laft fpring I had the gout 
coming on me ; J was feizer 1 with 
cramps in my legs molt violently for 



feveral nights, loft my appetite, my 
ftomach was faint and weak, with 
great tendernefs in my feet ; thefe are 
always forerunners of the gout with 
me. My brother perfuaded me to 
drink Tarwater, morning and even- 
ing, and it occafioned great perfpira- 
tion in my feet, and in 3 nights I had 
no cramps, no tendernefs in my feet, 
I had a good appetite and digeftion, 
and was every other way very well, 
drinking it fo for 2 months, after- 
wards only every morning, and am 
now ( thank God ) as well as any one. 
Wm Peacocke. 

86. A Letter from Stephen Bernard, 
Efq\ member of parliament, from 
Youghall, Ocl. 2, 1744. 

I have taken Tarwater 3 months, 
morning, noon, and night, half a 
pint each time warm ; which has re- 
lieved me from a ficknefs in my fto- 
mach, which I had for 6 years part, 
and fo feverely the two laft, that 
fcarce a day pafs'd without violent 
heavings, at leaft twice, and a loath- 
ing of all fuftenance ; which reduced 
me fo low, as utterly difabled me from 
ufing any exercife. I was alfo fubjedt 
to a giddinefs, which encreafed, not- 
withstanding a courfe of vomits ; in 
lefs than a week after I drank Tar- 
water, I found my ftomach relieved, 
I had an appetite, and the giddinefs 
is almoft gone. Ste. Bernard. 

P. S. A fervant of mine for years 
was troubled with a confumptive 
cough, and is quite recovered by Tar- 
water. 

87. From Charles Coote, Efq; mem- 
ber of parliament, Coothill, Octo- 
ber 6, 1 744. 

I drink Tarwater conftantly ; my 
diforder is nervous, and I have gravel 
to a great degree, but without pain. 

I 
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I difcharge great quantities by urine, 
end my ftomach, digeftion, and whole 
frame, ufed to be greatly difordered 
when I was loaded with it, the ufe of 
this water not only difcharges it, but 
I find my (elf better in ("pirns, and di- 
geftion. 

88. Mr. Donaldfon, of Cavern, long 
affli&ed with the gout in an extreme 
degree, drank Tarwater fome months, 
and from a clofe confinement to his 
bed and chair, is now walking about 
the ftreets, and does not remember 
when he was able to do fo for many 
years paft. 

89. Mr. Waren, agent to alderman 
Daivfon, was afthmatick, and feemed 
to be confumptive to the laft degree, 
but recovered of all his complaints, 
folely by the Tarwater. 

go. A poor fellow of this town, 
afthmatick, and almoft incapable of 
any attion, is now reftored by it. 

91. My brother in law, Mr. Pratt, 
who has been extreamly ill many years 
of fcorbutick diforders, and has in 
vain drank all the waters in Europe, 
drank weak Tarwater a good while, 
( the ftrong difagreeingwith him ) and 
is quite recovered. Cba. Cootr. 

92. A letter from Wm Ryves, E/q; 

from Caftlejane near Tipperary, 

October 1 1, 1744. 

My tenant John Cornzch, a mower 
and plowman, by heats and cold, ac- 
quired a cougH, which continued on 
him feveral months, and fometimes 
difabled him from following the plow ; 
bat about March laft, he was obliged 
to keep his bed, notwithftanding he 
had the advice of two phyficians ; and 
being worn away to a perfect fkin and 
bone, they pronounced him very near 
his end. About July laft, he took 
Tarwater, twice or thrice a day ; for 



the firft week he coughed prodigiouf- 
ly, and brought up great quantities 
of fetid corruption ; every day after, 
his cough abated, and his ftomach in- 
creafed, and at the end of 3 weeks 
drinking, he was able to walk half a 
mile with pleafure, which he did e- 
very morning between his firft draught, 
and breakfaft ; and in 5 weeks time, 
had gathered a good deal of ftrength; 
in fhort,his cough is gone,and he finds 
himfelf hearty. 

93. Ed™. Moore, Efq; of Moore's 
Fort in the C. of Tipperary, was ex- 
treamly out of order, and by the phy- 
ficians judged to have an ulcer in his 
bladder, and was preparing to go to 
fome waters proper for him ; he had 
quite loft his ftomach and complexion, 
but by the ufe of Tarwater for 5 or 
6 weeks, is not only quite well of his 
diforder, but has recovered his fto- 
mach and complexion. My wife has 
drank it for fome time for a little bark- 
ing cough, which fhe has had thefe 
3 years paft, which afflicls her mod 
as fhe gets up in a morning ; fhe has 
found fuch an abatement of it, that I 
do not doubt but in a little time fhe 
will be quite free. Wm Ryves. 

94. A letter from Wm Connor, Ejq\ 
from Bandon in the C. of Cork, 

October 23, 1744. 

There are many inftanccs in this 
neighbourhood of perfons benefited by 
it, but none more fo than one of my 
daughters, who had laboured under a 
kind of hyfterick and nervous diforder 
for fome months, which afflicted her 
with a palpitation and difficulty of 
breathingjinfomuch that fhe frequent- 
ly imagined fhe was expiring ; fhe is 
now ( God be praifed ) quite free, and 
attributes her cure folely to that moil 
excellent remedy, Tarwater. 

9S< My 
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95. My brother, Mr. George Connor, 
had been feveral years afflidled with 
a fcorbutick diforder, and finding no 
relief from the phyficians, went to 
England, where he ufed the bath and 
other waters, without any benefit ; 
upon his return to Ireland his dif- 
temper became fo violent, that his 
phyficians were for fending him to 
Bath again, when by chance he met 
with Sin's ; this put him on making 
and drinking Tarwater, which quite 
recovered him in 6 weeks. His cafe 
was wonderful, his body was ail over 
one continued fore, he was obliged to 
fhift himfelf 4 times a day, and his 
fhirts flood on end, ftiffened by cor- 
ruption ; his limbs and body were 
wrapped up in linnenfpread with fuet, 
to keep any thing from touching him. 
The iharp humours ufed to run thro' 
his cloaths on the ground. He could 
neither digeft, fleep, or reft. The 
firfl effecT: of the Tarwater was that an 
incredible number of blind boils ap- 
peared in the fkin over his whole bo- 
dy, and very fore, by which the mor- 
bifick humour was driven to the out- 
ward parts ; but by conflant drinking 
thefe boils grew milder, and by de- 
grees healed and dried away, fo that 
in lets than 6 weeks he was quite 
eafy. On firft taking the water, he 
was very , collive for feveral days, 
Which frightened him, and made him 
take fome gentle opening purge. But 
this rather retarded his cure, for 
where the Tarwater throws out the 
venom into the fkin, it fhould not be 
difturbed by the revulfion of purga- 
tives, tho 1 fuch carting out may natu- 
rally produce a coflivenefs. It is not 
to be reckoned a bad efteft, but a 
good fymptom ; it fhews that nature 
is throwing out the bad humours thro' 
the Qdn, and not by ftool ; and when 



it has fufficiently done that fervice, in 
which it ought not to be difturbed, 
the body will naturally return to its 
ufual difcharges. 

96. A letter from Cornelius Townf- 
end, of Betfborough in 1 the C. of 
Cork, E/q; October 30, 1744. 
About 15 years ago, and about the 
3 2d of my age, after a mod remark- 
able good flock of health from my 
infancy, I was firft feized with a vio- 
lent heart burn, and foon after had 
flight fits of the rheumatifm, which 
in a few years became very violent, 
and then getting the better of my of- 
ten envied good conftitution, a moll 
inveterate fcurvy appeared, particular- 
ly on my temples and forehead ; my 
fits of the rheumatifm were in the be- 
ginning irregular, and did not hold 
above a month or fix weeks at a time, 
but about eight years ago they be- 
came regular, and ufed to confine me 
to my bed during the whole winter 
and ipring, and always began with a 
light fever, and terrible head ach, 
which generally held for the firfl 9 or 
10 days. I have been likewife fub- 
jee~l to a fcurvy in my gums, and in 
fpight of all my care, apt to get cold, 
which frequently afiiifted my lungs 
and glands, and occafioned a deafnels ; 
about 3 years ago I began the ufe of 
Tarwater, which within a month car- 
ried off the heart burn ; and foon af- 
ter the fcurvy in my gums, temples, 
&c. began to leffen, and about that 
time twelvemonth was quite gone ; 
it has alfo carried off the inflammation 
of my glands, and I am not fo apt to 
get cold, or be very deaf as formerly ; 
and when thro' carelefihefs I get ei- 
ther, I am under no apprehenfion a- 
bout any ill confequences, finding that 
hcitfjl Tarwater does thsbufmefs. My 
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fits of the rheumatifm,fince the ufe o r 
Tarwater, have indeed been as tedi- 
ous, with as great a weaknefs in my 
knees and ancles as ever, fo that I am 
rot able to ftand,but not near io pain- 
ful, and I am almolt free from the fe- 
ver and head ach. I am now under a 
courfe of bathing my legs in warm 
Tarwater, by direction of the bp of 
Cloyne, and hope in fome time to be 
able to give you an account of its 
jfuccefs. From the beginning of my 
diforders, I have had fuch a coftive 
conftitution,that I feldom had the be- 
nefit of nature, without the help of 
electuaries, or fome other openers.; 
my fundament was fo inflamed with 
piles, that I was very apprehenfive of 
a fiilula, my flefh was bloated and 
tender ; I was fubjedt to a palpitation 
of the heart, cramps, meagrims, &c. 
from ail which ( I thank God ) I am 
quite free by the conflant ufe of Tar- 
water only. — The famous Dr. Barry 
put me under a courfe of rhubarb and 
fulphur, for upwards of 2 years ; and 
other phyficians fince put me under 
different courfes of phyfick for my 
rheumatick and other diforders, but 
all to no purpofe. 

97. A gentlewoman in my family, 
who had a paralytick diforder, and 
the fcurvy, to a great degree, with 
many disorders in her ftomach, for 
which fhe ftuck to the Mallow waters 
for feveral feafons, and was only, for 
the prefent relieved thereby ; and my 
wife, who has been tormented with 
the fcurvy, hyuericks, &c. are both 
recovered by Tarwater. 

98. One Mrs. Bujlid, who lives 
TuaxKiUmalloxk, had a heart-burn for 
fome years to fuch a degree, that, in 
her {trainings, fhe would frequently 
difcharge blood out of her liomach ; 



flie was fubjedt to a racking pain in 
her bowels, had a ganger in her 
mout^ and her teeth were all loofe ; 
fhe was given over by all the fkilful 
perfons in her neighbourhood ; but, 
hearing of the benefits I received by 
Tarwater, began to drink it, and 
foon found herfelf much better. This 
an apothecary in Killmallock hearing 
fent her word, fhe was ill advifed to 
take it that way, and ordered her to 
mix her tar with hot water, which fhe 
accordingly did ; but it operated fo 
violently by purging up and down, 
that fhe was at death's door ; however, 
flie a f terwards found, that taking it, 
even that way, did her vaft fervice ; 
fhe is now perfectly recovered, and 
firmly refolved never to take the ad- 
vice of an apothecary again. I could 
mention feveral more, who, by my 
advice, in various diforders, received 
very great benefit, or were perfectly 
cured by drinking Tarwa/er. 

Corn. Town fend. 
99. Communicated by a pbyjtcian in 
Nov. 1744. 
" I was confulted by a man 3 5 years 
old, who from a pleuritic diforder, im- 
perfectly cured,fell into a hectic fever, 
attended by a defperate cough, with 
this dreadful fymptom,an ulcer in the 
left lobe of his lungs, which plainly 
appeared, from his being at firfl at- 
tacked by the pleurify in the left fide, 
from almoft an impoilibility of lying 
on the right, from avail heavinefs,and 
fuffocating burthen in the left part of 
his thorax ; till relieved in fome mea- 
fure by throwing up a vail quantity of 
fetid purulent matter, intermixed with 
pure blcod, ( I may fay ) [anguine Jpu- 
7iw Jo, fojuilly called by thegrear 
pocrates ; which excretion generally 
happened to him once a month or 

there 
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there abouts, and which had always 
like to have fuffocated him. This 
evacuated pus muft have been gather- 
ed in its proper veficula, which being 
external in the lobe was ufually broke 
by a ftrong fit of coughing, or fome 
other violent fhock of nature. Upon 
further examination, I found he had 
cold nocturnal fweats, and almoft all 
the figns of the fades Hipppcratica. 
The prognostic I formed was very 
doubtful, as his cafe was both danger- 
ous and difficult. I ordered him im- 
mediately to drink Tarwater, and as 
the indication required, I prefcribed 
fame balfamicand detergent pills, be- 
fides fome ftomachic medicines, as he 
had almoft entirely loll his appetite ; 
I alfo ordered him to take a ride, 
morning and evening. I can now with 
great truth and pleafure affure you, 
that he is quite recovered ; which I 
muft in juftice attribute to the Tarwa- 
ter, the other medicines prefcribed 
before having little or no effeft. I 
have tried this medicine of Tarwater 
in 2 cafes of the afthmatic kind, and 
3 acute ones, in all which it had won- 
derful fuccefs." 

loo. Extratl of a letter from Henry 
Edgeworth of Lizard in the C. of 
Longford, Efq; member of parlia- 
ment, dated Nov. io, 1744. 
*' Few men of my age and tempe- 
rate way of life, have been more af- 
flicled with the rheumatifm ; efpecial- 
ly in the winter ieafon.and in change- 
able weather : and after the violence 
of the fits abated, it frequently and 
almoft thefe 14 years paft, about 
which period of time I was firft at- 
tacked by that inveterate enemy, left 
me in a worfe condition ; even pain 
cannot in my apprehenfions in any fort 
be compared to the exceflive lownefs 



and dejeflion of fpirits I laboured 
under till I took Tarwater ; and tho' 
my affairs permitted me not to ufe it 
regularly.yet it has not only mitigated 
the violence of the rheumatifm, but I 
have not had the lead return of any 
dejedlion of fpirits this whole winter. 
10 1. From Charles Tottenham, of 
Tottenham Green in theC of Wex- 
ford, Efq', member of parliament, 
Nov. 18, 1744. 

■' Wm Cooper, my fervant, on 
Tuefday Oil. 9. fell ill of a violent fe- 
ver, ftitch and pleurify ; on Wednef- 
day and Thurfday was bled, his blood 
very bad each time; on Wednefday even- 
ing he began to drink warm Tarwa- 
ter, and on Ihurfday at noon had 
drank above 2 quarts, when his ftitch 
and fever left him, he fweated great- 
ly ; he continued free from pain till 
Saturday morning, at which time his 
ftitch returned, his lungs fo greatly op- 
preffed, that he could fcarce breath, 
his infide very fore, and his head very 
painful. On Saturday evening a blif- 
ter was put on between his fhoulders ; 
he continued very ill till Sunday even- 
ing, at which time hisblifter began to 
run, on which he had immediate eafo; 
he continued the Tarwater, and by 1 1 
o'clock than night, his head was free 
from pain, his ftitch and cough gone, 
flept well that night, and on Oil. 20. 
was as hearty and as heal as ever. He 
is near 60, has had a violent cough, 
and bad lungs 30 years paft, until now. 
102. From Mr. Geo. Johnfon, a young 
officer in tbe army, Nov. 25, 1744. 
" I was greatly afflidled with the 
bloody -flux from Feb. 1742-3, to the 
beginning of May, 1744, the greateft 
part of which time, I was fo ill, that 
I was notexpefled to live, nor could 
I eat or drink any thing that would 
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Ray upon my ftomach ; nor had I any 
cafe during the whole time, but when 
I ufed to ride, which I did 3 or 4 
weeks fucceffively, 3 or 4 times dur- 
ing my illnefs, on bufinefs ; a week or 
6 days after which, I was tolerably 
eafy, and could eat pretty hearty, af- 
ter which tho' I took feveral things, 
and by the belt advice, I ftill grew 
worfe. I took Tarwater, once a day, 
for near a week, in the beginning of 
Jpril, 1 744, but it would not ftay on 
my ftomach, and made me fick ; fo I 
left it off for about 3 weeks ; but con- 
tinuing to grow worfe, I again took it 
in May following with fuccefs, twice 
a day, and with a dofe or two 
of rhubarb, after 3 weeks, ( I thank 
God ) was perfectly well. 

103. From the Rev. Mr. Tho. Col- 
lier, of Aunfield, in the C. of 
Wexford, Jan. 24. 1744. 

Catherine Dobbin, a poor woman, 
had for 3 years been troubled every 
fummer with very ugly inveterate 
blotches and ulcers, efpecjally on her 
face ; I advifed her to a courfe of 
marfh, or wild celery-tea, which gave 
fome relief for the prefent, but fhe 
grew worfe every fummer, the ul- 
cers increafing in Number and fize. 
Juft after I had read Sir is, fhe came 
to my door, her face and body fwell- 
ed to a monftrous fize, hardly any eyes 
to be feen, and in as loathfome a 
way as ever I faw one in the worft 
ftage of the fmall-pox. She told me 
ihe was dying, and begged a little 
charity ; I had fome Tar-water juft 
made, and gave her 2 quarts, defiring 
her to drink it, and come to me a- 
gain ; I did not fee her for a week, 
and then fhe told me, fhe had tried to 
take the water, and it was fo cold on 
jier ftomach, that it ahnoft killed her ; 



thatinftead of comforting her, it threw 
her into a cold fweat ; I advifed 
her to go home and take it as warm 
as fhe could bear it ; fhe did fo, an^. 
in a week came to me for more. By 
that time, the fwellinghad much lub- 
fided, and fhe could fee with both her 
eyes. I gave her a gallon of water 
more, and in a month ihe came to me 
quite well, no fwelling in any part of 
her body, only a rednefs in her face 
juft as after the fmall-pox. She con- 
tinued well till laft fummer, when fhe 
had a fmall return of the diforder, 
which was cured the fame way, and 
is at this time feemingly well. The 
cure was prodigious, and what I ef- 
teemed almoft miraculous, becaufe I 
had known the woman's ailment a long 
time, which I judge to be a fcurvy, 
occafioned by poor living, and at- 
tended by a dropfy. 

104. The next cafe I tried was a 
violent pain in the ftomach, which had 
greatly troubled a young gentlewoman 
1 2 months, for removing which, fhe 
had taken feveral things to no pur- 
pofe ; one gallon of water cur'd her. 

105. A third patient was Edmund. 
Dunfy, an old labouring man, fo 
weakened by a long dry cough, that I 
took him to be on the extreme verge 
of life. He was fo weak, that he was 
aflifted in coming a quarter of a mii3 
to my houfe, and was obliged to ftop 
at every fourth ftep : I gave him a 
pitcher of Tarwater, and in about a 
month he came to know if I had any 
work for him, his cough quite re- 
moved, and with a ruddy healthy 
countenance ; he has been fince la- 
bouring conftantly. 

106. A fervant-maid in this parifh, 
was feized about a month paft with a 
violent itching all over her body, 
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which in 4 days broke out all over her 
in watery puftules, and threw out a 
fcaldmg fharp corroding liquor, which 
burnt the fkin wherever it touched it ; 
fo that the poor creature was almoft 
diftratted : with great perfuafion fhe 
took Tarwater, and by the time fhe 
had finifhed 2 bottles the puftules" dif- 
appeared, and (he is now free from 
all the fymptoms, and in very good 
health. 

107. A letter from Col. Nich. Loftus, 
of Loftus -hall in the C. of Wex- 
ford, Ejq; member of parliament, 
Feb. 1. 1744. 

I have drank Tarwater thefe 3 
months paft, half a pint morning and 
evening, with great fuccels ; my dif- 
order was fevere pains in all my bones 
and joints, which I believe were rheu- 
matick, ?nd was very apprehenfive of 
the 'fciatica, having had a fevere fit of 
it laft fpring. I had a ftiffnefs in my 
limb.% that made walking very un- 
eafy, which I ufed much before. My 
pains are now all vanifhed, and I can 
walk as well as ever. Some have 
taken it in the gout, and their fits 
have been much lighter. 

108. I have a fervant who had a 
very violent afthma, whom I made 
drink it, and he hath been fince fur- 
prizingly relieved. Nicholas Loftus. 
1 09. ,A letter from Peyton Fox, Efe; 
o/Weftmeath, Feb. 15. 1744. 
Laft winter I had fuch a violent 
cold and cough* as confined me with- 
in doors for 5 months, and found net 
the leaft benefit from remedies, of 
which I took a vaft quantity : I took 
Tarwater, wh ; ch perfectly recovered 
me, and do not find I am fo apt to 
get cold as I was, tho' by venturing 
too much in my garden in damp 
weather, I got [m colds; buttheTar- 



water, in a few days, carried them off. 
Since I firft took it, I have not had 
the leaft touch of the gout, and my 
fpirits are more lively. I look on my 
cure to be the more extraordinary, 
confidering my great age, being 74. 

Pey. Fox. 
no. A letter from the Rev. Mr> Roger 
Lyndon, of Ballyfax in the C. of 
. Kildare, March 26. 1744. 

Laft fummer, and fometimes be- 
fore, I found myfelf under feveral dif- 
orders, as gravel, pains in my back, 
confining me fome fhort times to my 
bed, great want of appetite, frequent 
dizzinefs in my head, unfeafonable 
fleepinefs, forenefs in my gums, and 
the loofening and falling of fome of 
my teeth, infomuch that I could 
fcarcely chew my meat ; and by fuch 
great uneafinefs in my mouth, I was 
often reduced to broths, and other 
foft aliments. All thefe diforders, I 
was informed, proceeded from the 
fcurvy ; and therefore I was refolved 
to try Tarwater. I began to drink 
it laft Michaelmas ; and continued it 
to the middle of this month : I foon 
found benefit, and, I blefs God, have 
not now any of the diforders before- 
mentioned : I can walk great lengths, 
have a conftant and good appetite, 
can eat my meat, with teeth well- 
faftened and eafy. Roger Lyndon. 

1 1 1 . A letter from John Ufher, of 
Lifmore, in the C. of Waterford, 
Feb. 4. 1744. 
A foldier in Capt. Burfon^s compa- 
ny, in Gen. Frampton's regiment, be- 
ing afflifled with a fpitting of blood 
and purulent matter,for a confiderable 
time ( which diforder was occafioned 
by a peripneumony, or pleurify .about 
2 years ago) and having alfo a violent 
cough, and ftrong night fweats, fymp- 
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toms of a deep decay, which quite 
emaciated him, Mr. Cba. Smith, apo- 
thecary in Dungarvan, ordered him 
to drink Tarwater, made with lime- 
water, which is a great drier of ul- 
cers : he had not ufed it long, when 
he found his cough and other fymp- 
toms left him entirely, and in a fhort 
time he grew furprizingly fat and 
healthy. 

112. Rich. Kearney, fervant to Mr. 
Barbon in Dungar<van, was for many 
years affli&ed with a cough and diffi- 
culty of breathing, which arrived at 
length to a confirmed and violent 
afthma, fo that upon the leaft preffure 
of the atmofphere he was conftantly 
vifited with his diforder, and difabled 
from rendering his matter anyfervice: 
about 4 months fince, he began to 
drink Tarwater, and had not ufed it 
above a fortnight, when, to his fur- 
prize, he found a great heat and fcald- 
ing in his urine, and a Gonorrhoea of 
a moft virulent colour enfucd, which 
fo frighted him, that he left off drink- 
ing the Tarwater ; but upon his urg- 
ing him, he again took to it, and in 
about a month, not only thefe fymp- 
toms left him entirely, but, in a great 
meafure, his cough and afthma. He 
ftill ufes the Tarwater, and is much 
recruited in ftrength and flefh, fo that 
laft week he walked up a fteep hill 
nimbly in a few minutes, which, he 
affured me, before he took the Tar- 
water, he could not crawl up in an 
hour. Mr. Smith the apothecary afk'd 
if formerly he had not fome venereal 
taint, which he did not deny, and he 
attributes the above fymptoms to fome 
remains of that diftemper, which the 
Tarwater carried off; it wrought him, 
and ftill doth, much by urine. 

John VjJ:er. 
J D 



113. Mr. Ufrer alfo communicated 
the effects and virtues of fpruce-beer, 
which he juftly reckons to be a kind 
of Tarwater, both proceeding From 
the juices of the fir kind : he writes 
" that having an eftate on the coafl 
of Waterford, from whence many of 
his tenants go yearly to the fifhery of 
Newfoundland, he obferved, that fuch 
of them as went out meagre and pale, 
like fkeletons, and troubled with itch 
and fcurvy, always returned fat, with 
ruddy complexions, and good health, 
notwithftanding their fatigues there ; 
and on enquiry found that they all at- 
tributed their recovery to their con- 
flant drinking fpruce beer ; for as 
foon as they arrive there, they cut the 
branches of the black fpruce fir, and 
therewith make their beer ; this they 
drink during their ftay, and in their 
return, bring great quantities of the 
branches with them to make fpruce- 
beer after their arrival, which they are 
very fond of ; and notwithftanding 
they live on fait provifions many 
months, and have frequently thick 
fogs on the banks, yet they are no 
way troubled with fcurvy, itch, or 
any eruptions whatfoever. They fay 
farther, that the people are very pro- 
lific, and that no part of the world 
has fo many children as St. Johns in 
Newfoundland, confidering the num- 
ber of inhabitants ; probably from 
the conftant ufe of fpruce-beer, or 
their living fomuch on fifb, or both." 
114. The way of their mating Jpruce- 
becr. 

Let 16 gallons of water be well 
boiled for 3 or 4 hours in a pot, along 
with a good quantity of the branches 
of the black fpruce fir cm into fhorc 
pieces, as much as will fill the pot ; 
it h boiled enough, when the baik of 

the 
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the fpruce flips readily off the flicks 
between your fingers. The fpruce is 
then taken out, and a gallon of mo- 
lafies put to the water, which is fuffi- 
cient to make a 60 gallon cask, but 
a greater quantity of malaffes'fof a 
larger calk. The water is to be well 
flirred, and well boiled once after the 
molaffes is in ; it mull then be put in- 
to the cafe, which is to be filled up 
With cold water, to be well flirred with 
a flick at the bung, and, by the help 
of old grounds remaining in the calk, 
'will immediately ferment ; next day 
the bung is to be clofed up, and the 
day after will be fit for ufe. But if 
you have no grounds of a former 
brewing, then put a fmall quantity of 
barm to it, which will in one night 
fufEciently ferment it ; next morning 
Clofe it up, and it will be fit for ufe the 
day following, and hold good a fort- 
flight. If you would make fpruce- 
beer to laft feveral months, you muft 
add a greater quantity of molafles, 
2, 3, or more gal!ons,and more fpruce 
to give it a ftronger body. 
H5. Letter from the faid Mr. U flier, 
April 6, 1745. 
I have been, for 12 or 14 years, 
troubled with a diforder in my nerves ; 
it came on gradually, but at laft to 
fuch a pitch, that there was feldom 
a night that I have not been obliged 
to get out of my bed, and walk a- 
bout the room for fome minutes,before 
J could compofemyfelf to reft ; efpe- 
cially on the leaft excefs in drinking, 
or the leaft cold. As I was ready to 
drop afleep, my mind ufed to be ex- 
tremely agitated, in a manner not to 
be defcribed ; I ufed to feel at the 
lame time a thrilling down my thighs; 
and a defire to flretcb, as in an ague 
fit, which relieved me for a moment ; 



the bed was then intolerable,nor could 
I find relief but by getting up and 
walking about, tho' I have bore it 
with the utmoft pain for above an 
hour. I was at Spa, and took all the 
nervous medicines from divers phyfi- 
cians to no purpofe. Dr. Lacky\ ad- 
vice concurred with my own inclina- 
tions to drink Tarwater ; and I fo- 
lemnly affirm, that in a fortnight's 
drinking it, I never had a fingle re- 
lapfe from that day to this, which has 
made my life comfortable, as I ufed 
before to dread the approach of night. 
This I the rather infift on, as I am 
very fure I never drank a drop of good 
Tarwater : for a calk of tar I had 
from Cork, I am now confident, had 
been all ufed before. 

116. P. S. Two women have been 
cured of an inveterate Fluor albus, 
even by bad Tarwater, and in a fhort 
time. 

117. Letter from Mr. Lewis Loyd of 
Kinfale, March 8, 1744. 

A poor labourer of this town, ren- 
dered incapable to get his bread, by 
a moft violent itch in both legs ; after 
the advice of doctors, furgeons and 
apothecaries,and falivation had prov'd 
ineffectual, being advifed to rub the 
fores with Tarwater, was in 3 or 4 
days perfectly cured. 

118. Letter from the Re<v. Dean Ifaac 
Gervais, <?/" Lifmore, May 8, 1745. 
In July laft, I advifed a filler of 

mine, now in years, who had been 
long afflicted with an inveterate rheu- 
matifm, to the ufe of Tarwater, and 
in a few months fhe was able to walk 
without flicks, tho', for a long time, 
fhe could not go acrofs her room. 

119. That is not all, fhe had be- 
fides for near 2 years been grievoufly 
tormented with a cruel and unquench- 
able 
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able third, to which the other difor- and towards the latter end of May, 

der was nothing, in comparifon. It was able to bear the fatigue ofnurf- 

was become the plague of her life, ing a foundling child, left at her door, 

She had done all that could poffibly and walked with it feven times in that 

be devifed to get the better of it ; but month, to and from Blejfwgton, which 

in vain, till, by the bleffing of God is a journey of more than 3 miles, 

on the ufe of Tarwater, her thirfl She pafTed the laft winter and fpring 

gradually lefTened ; fo that, at pre- without any diforder but a cough, ac 

lent, (lie is perfectly eafy, and fo ef- odd times, upon catching cold ; which 

fedually cured, as fhe feems almoflto was always removed by a bottle or 

have loft her appetite to drink itfelf. two of Tarwater. 

If. Gervais. 121. "James Doolirg, near the fame 

120. Catherine Cardy near BleJJing- town, labourer, aged about 35, taken 

ten in the C. of Wickloiv, 41 years of with a fever in the fpring of 1744, 

age, troubled with a cough, ftuf- which increafed with a loofenefs, that 

fing in her cheft, and fhortnefs of his life was defpaired of ; on the 9th 

breath, all the winter of 1743, not day he took Tarwater, on the 13th 

free from thefc complaints in the fum- the fever turned : in a week morehs 

jner of 1743, and feeling them more got out of bed, and walked about his 

feverely in the following winter; but cabbin ; in another week he went a- 

in the fpring of 1744, affe&ed with broad, and foon after to his work, 

them all in the higheft degree, la- looking clear and ruddy, and of 3 

touring under a difficulty of breath- healthful countenance, 
ing, without appetite, not being able 122. Anne OJbornc, near BkJJing- 

to work or walk,or lie down at night, ton, about 50 years oid, troubled with 

getting little or no fleep, her body e- flitches at times, for 4 or 5 years, 

maciated, her breaft, neck and face, kept her bed for 3 months in the win- 

fwelled ; and her lips black, and ter of 1743, labouring under Hitches, 

fcarceable to fpeak. She began with a cough, and fhortnefs of breath, 

Tarwater April 4, 1744, and thought without appetite or fieep, and worn 

herfelf recovered with drinking 6 bot- away to fkin and bone, drank Tarwa- 

tles ; but finding a ftreightnefs in her ter, night and morning, the begin- 

breafl, after leaving it off 4 days, fhe ning of April 1 744, and with 8[quart] 

took 2 bottles more, and became quite bottles was perfectly recovered. Ac 

well. The firft morning fhe fpit a firft, fhe threw up a great deal of foul 

quart of tough phlegm, and ropy mat- fluff from her flomach : in 3 takings 

ter, with much coughing. She cough- her flitches left her; fhe foon recovered 

ed for 10 mornings after with lefs and her appetite and reft; and was able tq 

lefs fpitting : in this time her com- lie down in bed ; her cough ceafed, 

f>laints wore off : in 3 days fhe could fhe gained flrength and fleih, and 

ie down in her bed, and fleep all walked abroad in 3 weeks tfme. 
night ; her ftomach came to her, and 123. Eleanor Dowling, about 35, 

fhe recovered her flrength, and freedom troubled with a hard cough, for 10 

of breathing ; fo that, on the eighth years together, worn away by it 

day, fhe walked a mile up hill, and greatly, and troubled with a. wheez- 
back again, without being difordercd, 
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ing and fhortnefs of breath, by drink- 
ing Tarwater in the fumnier of 1744, 
all the above complaints wore off e- 
qua-ly to her furprize and joy. 

124. Joan Ardle, a gatherer of 
ruflies for candles, fluffed up and 
choaked with a cough, without flo- 
mach or fleep, and her hufband af- 
fected much the fame way, both cured 
by 2 bottles of Tarwater : they are 
aged perfons. 

125. Lawrence Kane, pedlar, about 
50 years old, laboured under an ague, 
about Hollandtide, 1743, which was 
followed by a fevcre cough, fhat held 
him for 6 months ; he drank but z 
bottles of Tarwater in May, 1744, 
and found himfelf perfectly recovered. 

126. Bryan Mee, troubled with a 
pain in his flomach, and lofs of appe- 
tite, cured with 1 bottle of Tarwater. 

127. Three children in one family, 
between 6 and 3 years old, took the 
fmall pox in the fummer of 1744, and 
came very fafe thro' it, without any 
other preparation or medicine than 
Tarwater, which they had drank 
conflantly from April foregoing, and 
continued it during the whole time of 
their illnefs, except about 2 days, 
when the pocks in their mouths and 
throats became fore, and broke, atid 
fmarted by the Tarwater ; they have 
gone on drinking Tarwater ever fince 
without any reluclance to, or mifchief 
from it ; on the contrary, they cry, if, 
by any accident, they do not get it at 
the ulual times ; and by the conftant 
ufe thereof, one of them hath been 
kept from the returns of a threatening 
fever, to which he was fubject, and 
had been feized by it 3 times in 6 
months. _ Another was troubled with 
lumps under his jaw, and other glan- 
dular fwellings, which fince his drink- 



ing Tarwater, are almoft gone ; and 
all three have better ftomachs and 
more fpirits, and are much freer from 
coughs and colds than formerly. 
128. A letter from a gentleman of cha- 
racter and integrity, June 18, 1745. 
What Mr. Arthur Hill told you, of 
the benefit I have received by Tar- 
water, is fo much fadl, that I now en- 
joy a very good flate of health. 

129. About 25 years ago, I had 
the firft regular fit of the gout, which 
ufed to lay me up frequently after, in 
Autumn and Spring efpecially ; but 
never affected me higher than my feet 
or ancles, untill 1738, when I was 
feized with a moft violent fever,which 
occafioned my being feverely blifter'd 
on my legs, which gave the humours 
a courfe that way, and being mixed 
with gouty matter, prevented the fores, 
made by the blifters, from healing, 
tho' ail care was taken by the phyfici- 
ans for that end : after I recovered 
from my fever, it was thought that 
this prevented the regular fits of the 
gout, which I ufed to have, and made 
it fly about my body and head, from 
whence indigeflion, lownefs of fpirits 
and fweatings followed ; and at length 
I ufed to be frequently feized with a 
fwimming in my head, efpecially af- 
ter eating, which would continue un- 
til I had lighten'd my flomach by puk- 
ing : in hopes to get better relief for 
thefe diforders from the phyficians in 
town, I went to Dublin in 1 742, and 
by the directions of two there, juftly 
efteemed for their knowledge, I went 
thro' a courfe of gentle phyfick, and 
was forbid every thing of nourifhment, 
but light, white meats, and a little 
port-wine, until Summer 1743, wncn 
they ordered me a courfe of Spa water 
with exercife. Thefe rules I obferved 

pretty 
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pretty carefully, and found myfelf a 
good deal reliev'd from my lownefs 
of fpirits, and the giddinefs in my 
head, until the Autumn following, 
when I had a fevere return of both, 
to which, I believe, my great hurry 
and fatigue contributed not a little. 
This put me under a neceffity of re- 
turning to my courfe of phyfick dur- 
ing the Winter 1743, and until May 
1 744, when I read the worthy bifnop's 
tieatife on Tarwater, whereupon I al- 
tered my intention from Spa, to Tar- 
water, and drank about half a pint in 
the morning.and as much in the even- 
ing, not eating before or after for 2 
hours, which foon produced a regu- 
lar and pretty fharp fit of the gout in 
my feet and ancles, and feem'd to 
warm me, and increafe my fweatings. 
In about 2 months after I had a re- 
turn of the gout, but much gentler, 
and my fweatings abated. Then I 
had a violent itchinefs over all my 
body and limbs, which was followed 
by blotches and eruptions on the ficin. 
In Autumn I gotfome cold, and I be- 
lieve had lived too freely for an inva- 
lid, which was attended with a little 
of the fwimming in my head, and dis- 
order in my fvomach ; but I had fo 
much faith in Tarwater, that I made 
ufe of it warm, inflead of facie whey 
or tanzey and fack, which 1 former- 
ly ufed to take, with intention to re- 
pel the gout; and thro' thislaft fevere 
winter, I have continued in very good 
fpirits, freed from the diforder of my 
head and ftomach, tho' I have not 
confined my felf to any regular diet ; 
and notwithstanding I am much thin- 
ner offle(h,I"find myfelf much ftronger 
^nd abler to undergo fatigue than at 
jny time fince my fever. 

130. A collier* forced to quit his 



labour by an afthmatic diforder, is 
wonderfully recovered, tho' he ufed 
it but a fortnight. 

131. A gentleman was often feized 
with a violent palpitation in his heart, 
and had taken feveral medicines for it, 
but it was rather increafing ; when he 
made ufe of Tarwater about 3 weeks, 
and recovered. 

132. I have heard of many perfons 
being relieved by Tarwater, under 
very different diforders, tho' I am fur- 
prized they fhould; for if the common 
people do not immediately receive all 
the relief they wifh and promife to 
thcmfelves upon once or twice drink- 
ing of it, like a charm, they give it 
up, not confidering what the bifliop 
has fo plainly urged ; that in all chro- 
nical cafes it is an alterative, that re- 
quires time to change the mats of blood. 
133. Tbe cafe of Mr. John Brooks, en- 
graver, on Cork-hill, Dublin, {nonjJ 
in the Strand, London) communica- 
ted by bimfclf to Tho. Prior, Ejq\ 
June 22. 1745. 

In November 1 744, he was feized 
with flitches, and a pleuritic fever, 
which continued 8 or 10 days ; he 
was blooded once, and became better, 
but going abroad too foon, caught 
cold, and was much worfe than before, 
being feized with more violent ft itches, 
oppreffion on his cheft, difficulty of 
breathing, with fuch profufe fweatings 
as to wet his bed doaths twice a night, 
which reduced him to fkin and bone, 
without appetite or reft, fothat it was 
thought he could not live an hour, as 
he could hardly draw his breath ; he 
was advifed to go out of town to the 
park, and drink Tarwater, which he 
did at the rate of 3 pints a day for 1 o 
days, warm, at going to bed, and get- 
ting up, and cold at other times, at 8 
different 
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different times a day ; along with 
which he only took thin gruel, or 
chicken broth. At the end of 10 days 
he was able to go abroad, the Tar- 
water having removed his Hitches, 
fweatingi;, and made him breathe as 
free as ever. He was advifed to ride, 
which he did, and on the firft day of 
riding an impofthume broke, which 
Jay upon his lungs ; the firft thing 
thrown up was a bag which contained 
the impoftumated matter, which was 
followed by a great difcharge of cor- 
rupted fluff mixed with blood : he was 
immediately feized with a violent fpit- 
ting of blood, which continued feve- 
ral days, and was blooded, but {till 
continued to drink the Tarwater as 
before, which he found to heal his 
lungs, and ftop his fpitting of blood, 
and in a fortnight's time got into fo 
good a ftate of health as to be able 
to purfue his bufinefs, being as well 
as ever, and his fpirits and appetite 
rather better. 

134. Mr. Benj. Prince, of Great - 
Britain- Jlreet, Dublin, an officer in the 
excife, had for 4 years been troubled 
with violent pains in his back and kid- 
neys, and frequent colics ; he ufed to 
have 2 or 3 fharpflts of the gout every 
year, and, after a fever, had a fixed 
pain in one of his arms,fo that lie was 
not able to lift it up ; he had loft his 
appetite, fpirits, and reft ; but being 
advifed to drjnk Tarwater to get him 
a ftomach, he began in June 1744, 
with half a pint every morning. In a 
fortnight the pain in his arm abated, 
and foon after went off, fo that he got 
the full ufe of it ; in lefs than a month's 
drinking he voided, by urine, a great 
deal of flimy matter, and in 2 or 3 
months, after frequent ftoppages of 
urine, he had great pains in his reins, 



and at laft difcharged a ftone as large 
as an olive-ftone, which was 9 days 
palling ; after which he voided, at 
times, 25 gravel ftoncs, of different 
fizes, 9 at once, and frequently fmall 
gravel or fand all jagged and pointed, 
which feem'd to be broken off from a 
larger body of ftone : he is now at 
eafe as to h's gravel, and but fel- 
dom trouble^ with colics, and what 
pain he has that way, he imputes to 
the remainder of the gravel, not yet 
difcharged ; he had no fufpicion, be- 
fore he drank Tarwater, and difcharg- 
ed gravel, that his pains arofe from 
the ftone or gravel ; he thought his 
diforder was nothing but a colic, for 
which he took many things, to no 
purpofe. He has not had the lead 
fymptom of the gout fince he firft drank 
Tarwater, which is near 15 months 
ago ; and he never fails to drink it 
conftantly every day, finding that he 
has thereby got a good ftomach, high 
fpirits, and good fleep, and imputes 
all his relief to Tarwater only. 
Auguft 15. 1745. 
135. Mr. John Powell, living at the 
glafs ware-houfe in Crow- Jlreet, Mer- 
chant, had the gout for near 20 years, 
off and on, but in the winter, 1743, 
he had a violent fit which lafted 12 
weeks : He was alfo troubled with 
violent pains in his bowels, for 2 years 
before that time, which he tho't was a 
colic, had no appetite, a bad digeftion, 
and little fleep ; he had thofe fits of 
the colic twice or thrice a week, each 
fit lafting 2 1 hours with racking pains, 
fo that it was thought that his life was 
in great danger. In the beginning of 
1744, he was advifed by his phyfician 
to drink the water, which he did, a, 
pint a day, taken morning and even- 
ing ; in 3 weeks his pains began to a- 

bate, 
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bate,and in fix weeks all his colic pains 
went off, and he has not had the leaft 
fit ever fince : he leldom fails to drink 
the water every morning, and refolves 
to continue the conftant ufe of it, ha- 
ving got a very good ftomach and di- 
geftion, and fleeps very well ; nor has 
he had the leaft fyrnptom of the gout 
ever fince he began to drink Tar water, 
but the full ufe of his limbs, and walks 
as well as ever he did, and imputes 
all his cures to Tarwater only. 

136. James Brown, about 10 years 
old, to whom the late E. of Kildare 
left an annuity of 20 l.for his father's 
faithful fervices under him, was mi- 
ferably afflicled with the king's evil 
for 4 years, and being long under the 
care of furgeons in Dublin, was fent 
in Augujl tj^, to his relations in the 
county of Cork ; he there had many 
running fores in his arms, hands and 
feet, and fwellings on each fide of his 
throat without appetite or digeftion. 
He was immediately put into a courle 
of Tarwater ; drank about a quart a 
day, a naggin [ half pint ] at a time, 
and after fome days drinking the wa- 
ter, they wafhed his lores with ftrong 
Tarwater, and for a plaiftef ufed the 
oil of Tar, which was fkimmed off 
the water, fpread on linen : the effeft 
was, that in a fortnight's time moil of 
his fores were healed up, and fwell- 
ings gone, and in lefs than 6 weeks 
time he was perfectly recovered, and 
now continues very well, with good 
appetite and fpirits ; he continues to 
drink Tarwater, but in fmaller quan- 
tities. 

137. Michael Carney of P rot eft ant 
Roive, Dublin, about 1 6, was troubled 
with the king's evil 6 years, having 
running fores in his arms, neck, legs 
and body, and had been in Mercer's 



hofpital a year without benefit, and 
had almoft loft one of his eyes by the 
evil ; Mr. Prior being informed that 
this boy was in danger of having his 
eye rotted out of his head by the evil, 
directed the wrift plaifter to be applied 
to him, which was attended with fuch 
fuccefs, that in a fortnight's time, in 
the latter end of the year 1743, the 
evil was quite driven from his eye' ; 
but the boy continuing full of running 
fores, and great pain in one of his 
arms, of which he had little ufe ; in 
April 1744, he gave him Tarwater to 
drink, a pint a day ; in a little time 
he difcharged 2 fplinters of bone,black 
and carious, from his arm, whereby 
he had immediate eafe there, and 
continuing to drink Tarwater, and 
wafh his fores with it alfo,in 2 months 
time all his fores healed up, his appe- 
tite and ftrength returned, and he was 
perfectly recovered, and continues 
very well, and now lives with Mr. 
Barry Colles, attorney, at Stephen's 
Green. — Thefe inftances, and many 
more fhew that the king's evil, hither- 
to reckoned incurable, may, in a fhert 
time, by the method before mention- 
ed, be perfectly cured. 
The rev.de an Madden, 0/Molefworth- 
ftreet, Dublin, in July 1745, com- 
municated the ^following cur a. 
138 The rev. Mr. Geo. Philips, of 
dnn-ftreet, Dublin, was feized with a 
violent pleuritick flitch ; being then 
3 miles from Dublin. He fent fo? a 
furgeon to bleed him ; who being lcfig 
in coming, and his pain increafing, he 
drank freely of Tarwater, warm, and 
in a few hours his pain and the pulfe 
leffened, lo that when the furgeon 
came, it was refolved not to bleed 
him. He continued to drinkTarwater, 
and in a few days was quite well. 

1 39. Jthn 
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139. John Waller of St. Jnne's 
Dublin, aged 67, had in Spring 1745, 
a violent cough, and a general failure 
of nature, that all who Taw him gave 
him over. He drank Tarwater, and 
in 5 weeks went about his bufinefs, 
and continues hearty and well. 

140. Mrs. Stearoi Ginnets'mthe C. 
of Meath, had the worft fymptoms of 
the moil violent fcurvy, her hands and 
arms black, fo that a mortification was 
apprehended. She drank Tarwater 
for feveral months ; Jt (truck fo viru- 
lent a humour out in her face and arms, 
that no one could know her ; fhe was 
not difcouraged, but continued to 
drink it, and in a few months more 
her fkin was entirely clean. Before 
fhe drank Tarwater, fhe was often 
fickand low- Spirited ; while fhe drank 
it, flie was hearty, and has continued 
well many months. 

141. Mrs. Woodrof, who lives near 
Cork, was troubled with a rheumatifm 
in her head, dropfy in her legs, and an 
afthma, from which fhe was relieved 
in 2 months time by drinking Tar- 
water, and has been well thefe two 
years. 

142. The rev. Mr. Tho. Goodwin, of 
Dawfon-flreet, Dublin, was relieved 
of a megrim and a fleepinefs by Tar- 
water, and continues well, June 29. 

>745- 

143. Mr. Talma the mufician, trou- 
bled with a rheumatifm, his limbs 
fwollen fo, that he could not walk, 
was cured in a months time. 

144. The rev. Mr. Edm. White, of 
the C. of Wexford, was in like man- 
ner relieved of violent pains in his 
limbs, and a colic of a long Handing. 

145. Mr. Jones of Grafton -flreet, 
near 70, who had for feveral years a 
violent afthma, attended with a great 



cough, and frequent fpitting of blood 
and corruption in great quantities, 
finds himfelf greatly relieved, in every 
refpedt, by Tarwater ; and he neither 
fpit corruption, nor blood laft winter. 

146. Mr. Wollafonoi Trim,<. k 
to Mr. juftice York, afthmatick for a 
long time, and not able to live in Dub- 
lin, was relieved by Tarwater in 6 
weeks time, and continues well. Thus 
far dean Madden. 

147. The wife of Mr. Wm. Fitzge- 
rald of Ballyrone in Queen's county, 
was for 7 years afHicled with violent 
hyftericks, pain and wind in her bow- 
els, which often deprived her of her 
underftanding, fo that fhe was utterly 
uncapable of minding her affairs, and 
a fervant was employed to prevent her 
laying violent hands on herfelf. Many 
phyficians in Dublin and the country 
had her under care, and prescribed 
many medicines, which had no effeft ; 
at laft fhe drank Tarwater, and in a 
few days found fome benefit, and by 
continuing to drink it for a confidera- 
ble time, fhe is now perfectly recover- 
ed, and free from all her ailments ; 
the only inconvenience fhe had from 
Tarwater is,that as it gave her a good 
appetite,fhe is grown more fat and cor- 
pulent than fhe was before, or defires. 

148. The faid Mrs. Fitzgerald had 
a fon, who fome years ago was griev- 
oufly troubled with a running fore in 
one of his arms,and the humour which 
iffued out was fo corrofive, that it eat 
into the flefh, and fpread all over his 
arm, notwithstanding all the pains 
taken, and plaifters applied to flop the 
progrefs of it, whether it was a tettar 
or cancer, or what elfe fhe could not 
tell ; fhe recolle&ed what fhe had 
formerly been told, that a plaifler of 
tar had been ufed with fuccefs on fuch 
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otcafions ; accordingly, fhe put fome 
tar into a pot over the fire, and added 
fome mutton fewet to it, and having 
gently boiled and mixed them well to- 
gether, (he made a plaifter and fpread 
it thin on linen, and applied it to the 
running fore as hot as the child could 
bear ; the effect was, that in 10 days 
time, all the fores were healed up, 
and the arm entirely cured, and con- 
tinued fo ever after. 
149. Litter from ll • — v. Mr. Robert 

Brereton, of Burton in the C. of 

Cork, Nov. 9, 1745. 

I had been greatly afflicted with a 
jaundice for 2 or 3 years, which re- 
turned on mefeveral times in that pe- 
riod, and was always attended with 
-exceeding lownefs of fpirits. I was 
advifed by my phyficians to enter on 
a courfe of fteel preparations ; but 
unwilling to undergo a tedious courfe 
of phyfick, I had recourfe to Tarwa- 
ter, from which in 5 or 6 weeks I 
found great relief, and at length a 
perfect ftate of health, and good fpi- 
rits, which I now enjoy. 

1 50. Mr. Ralph Crofts of Lifcarrol 
in the C. of Cork, above 70, was 
greatly emaciated, and worn out with 
lownefs of fpirits, and want of appe- 
tite, and did not expect to live out 
the winter 1744. He drank Tarwa- 
ter, in lefs than a month was much 
better, and in 2 or 3 months perfectly 
recovered to as good health and fpi- 
rits, as in any part of his life. 

Robert Brereton. 

1 5 I . Mr. Jocelyne Davifon, of Car- 
low, in winter 1744, got a great 
cold, which caufed a violent cough 
and inflammation in his lungs, attend- 
ed with very great fpitting and dif- 
charges ; he continued in this refe- 
rable, ftate for near 4 months, without 



receiving any benefit by the medicines 
he took, fo that it was thought he 
could not live ; his father adviled him 
to drink Tarwater, which he neglect- 
ed to do for fome time, but finding 
his diforder increafe, he drank about 
half a pint warm every morning as 
foon as he got up, and in 6 days time, 
found himfelf much eafier j he then 
obferved, that the Tarwater had 
thrown out a great rafh, like an itch 
or fcurf on the furface of his body, 
which alarmed him at firft, and in- 
clined him to lay it afide, but finding 
himfelf ftill better, and that the ve- 
nom of the diftemper was caft off that 
way, he continued the water, and in 
6 weeks perfectly recovered from all 
his ailments. 

152. Mr. David Simms, the presby- 
terian minifter at Carlow, was long 
troubled wirh an afthma and difficulty 
of breathing and fpeaking, fo that it 
was thought by all who law him that 
he could not live long ; but by drink- 
ing Tarwater a confiderable time, he 
is quite recovered. 
1 he rev. Dr. Bacon, c/Xemavaddy in 

the C. of Derry, communicated to 

me, in Nov. 1745, the 3 fo //owing 

Cafes. 

1^3. James Cr oiv ders, poflillion to 
col. Forward of the C. of Donnegat, 
was feized with a violent afthmatick 
cough, fwelled all over his body, and 
no appetite, fo that it was thought he 
could not live; he drank Tarwater a- 
bout a month, morning and evening, 
a large glaf?, which purged him vio- 
lently, and perfectly cured him. At- 
telted by Mr. Forward. 

1 54. Mrs. Jlnne G — e, widow, 
of the C. of Derry, had an afthma 7 
years ; fhe breathed freely in a 
ffmoaky or foggy air, but was ready to 

expire 
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expire in thin fharp air. After trying 
jnany medicines, and efpecially goat- 
whey in vain, (he drank Tarwater, a 
wine glafs- full at night, when abed, 
and in the morning before fhe got up, 
( for it made her fo fick, when taken 
jn the day, fhe was obliged to go to bed) 
it quite cured her in 3 months. 
155. The rev. Mr. S -/, of the 



dioceie of Derry, had an afthma of 
ihe oppofite kind, could not live in 
foggy air, and was obliged to remove 
so a friend's houfe fuuated upon a hill. 
He drank Tarwater, and returned to 
his own dwelling quite well. 

156. Mr, Cunningham, collector of 
Pcrtpatrick in Scotland, had been 
troubled with the gout many years, 
but the lafl two he was confined to his 
bed and chamber for many months, 
not being able to walk, having fuch a 
ftiffnefs in his knees after the fits were 
over; in May 1743, he was advifed 
by Mr. Makenny a furgeon to drink 
Tarwaterj in a little time he was freed 
from a difficulty of breathing, and 
finding his limbs grew eafier and 
ftronger, he drank it till winter, and 
in the fpring following had the full 
ufe of his limbs, and could walk as 
well as ever he did. 

157. Mr. John Milton, confectioner 
in Caplefreet, Dublin, was afflidted 
with the gout ever fince he was 16, 
being laid up 3 or 4 times in a year, 
and in fpring 1745, 8 weeks ; it left 
fuch a weaknefs, that he was hardly 
able to crawl for a long time. He 
began Tarwater in July 1745, anc * 
drank it to the middle of Nov. half 
a pint in the morning, and the fame 
at night; which has fully reftored him 
to the ufe and ftrength of his limbs, 
and removed all his other complaints, 
as of great pains in his bowels, and 
hardnefs in his belly. 



158. Mr. Cavanaugh, hatter, ift 
Skinner -row, Dublin, was long af- 
flided with rheumatick pains, great 
fwellings in his loyns, thighs and 
knees, fo that he could not ftir with- 
out difficulty ; he tryed every thing 
prefcribed by phyficians and furgeons^ 
to no effedt. In fummer 1744.be 
drank Tarwater a pint a day for 6 
weeks, without much benefit as to 
the weaknefs and pains in his limbs, 
but got much better appetite and 
fpirits. However he perfifted, and in 
3 months time, he found his fwellings 
abate, his limbs grow ftronger every 
day, and foon after all the fwellings, 
ftiffnefs, hardnefs and pains in his 
limbs went off ; and continuing ftillto 
drink Tarwater, he can now walk 
without pain, and is in great fpirits. 

159. Mrs. Duggan, midwife, in 
Great Britain -Jlreet, Dublin, had long 
a violent inveterate fcurvy, with a 
great oppreffion in her cheft and heart, 
and difficulty of breathing ; fhe had 
loft all appetite, fhe took many things 
without advantage, at laft Tarwater, 
half a pint every morning, and before 
fhe drank 3 gallons, all the fcorbutick 
heat, and grofs humours were driven 
out on the furface of her body, and 
continuing ftill to drink it, all the 
fymptoms went off.fhe breathes freely, 
recovered her appetite, never was in 
better health or fpirits, and refolvea 
never to be without Tarwater. 



160. A Letter from Mr. James Han- 
ning, of Cloyne in the C. of Cork, 
Dec. 17, 1745. 

My daughter Mary, about 1 1 years 
old, had laft May a fever ,after which, 
fhe was entirely deprived of the ufe 
of her tongue and limbs, being una- 
ble to fpeak, ftand, or put her hand 

to 
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to her mouth, all her joints fhaking 
with the palfy. She took medicines 
prefcribed by a phyfician, and was 
often exercifed in open air, but all to 
no purpofe. We put her into a courfe 
of Tarwater the beginning of Nov. 
lad, and (he has ever fince drank a 
quart a day, which in 5 weeks has fo 
far recovered her, that (he can fpeak 
and read plain, feed herftlf, (land and 
walk without help, and even go up 
and down flairs, to the amazement of 
all thofe, who had feen her carried a- 
bout dumb and helplefs like an infant. 
One of her arms continues fomewhat 
weak, and fhe has a weaknefs too in 
one of her legs, but (he daily grows 
better, and I hope Tarwater, with 
God's bleffing, will pprfedl her cure. 

James Har.ning. 
1 6 1 . An extraordinary fever cured by 
Tarwater, dated Dec. 20, 1745, 
A youth about 15, being ieized 
with a fever in April 1745, an old 
French woman, who was appointed to 
attend him, with directions to give 
him Tarwater (the only medicine pre- 
fcribed) about a pint every hour, gave 
him a much (mailer quantity, and in- 
dulging his appetite, fed him fecretly 
five days together, with roaft beef, 
feafoned pye, cheefe, ale, and fuch 
like diet inftead of water-gruel, which 
alone had been ordered. 

162. This unnatural diet terribly 
inflamed his fever, that for 1 3 days 
together,' he took no nourifnment of 
any kind but Tarwater, whereof he 
drank about a gallon every day,which 
made him deep, and kept up his fpi- 
rits in a furprizing manner. Having 
fo long failed, he at length took a 
little A^/«-bifcuit,with 2 or 3 fpoon- 
fuls of fack and water, which increaf- 
«d hi: fever, and difcrdered his hsadj 



but he was foon quieted by Tarwater. 
While he regularly took this whole - 
fome draught, he flept found every 
night. But one day being difgufted 
at Tarwater, it was changed for (age 
and baulm-tea, which he drank plenti- 
fully, on which his fpirits funk, he 
loft his colour, and palled the night 
reftlefs ; all which fymptoms were 
removed next day by Tarwater. 

163. After this, his diftemper took 
feveral flrange and violent turns, be- 
ing fometjmes attended with the vvor'l 
fymptoms. He was at times fpeech- 
lefs, convulfed, and delirious. In the 
delirium Tarwater could not be given, 
he was then bliflered, and the blifters 
not rifing, he was brought with fome 
difficulty to drink his Tarwater again, 
which had a fpeedy good effect. And 
in general, upon negledling to give 
him Tarwater, the feverifh fymptoms 
of heat, anxity and difficult refpira- 
tion became very troublefome, beinp; 
conllantly heightened by om. 
and as conllantly alb.yed by returning 
to drink it. 

164. — This illnefs laded 10 w 
and probably fuch a cafe was ne vet- 
known before, for I believe no { 
was ever dieted in the (irll days of a 
fever on fuch ftrong (v/od, which na- 
ture is accuflomed to loath at thole, 
feafons. But Tarwater gives an ap 
petite even in fevers. 

165 — Tarwater, during its lo g 
conflict with the venom of the d 
operated in divers manners, as a car- 
diac, difphoretic, fydorific, em 
carminative and paregoric, fceming to 
adapt itfelf to the feveral fymptom$ 
and llages of his malady, and for the 
mod part gave him a great flew of 
fpirits, a (lorid lively look, a-efcaq 
well coloured tongue, with fuch .•;- 
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gour in his voice and-eyes, asaftonifh- 
ed all who faw him, and knew how 
long he had been ill, and how little 
nourifhment he had taken. On fome 
days he drank greedily, even 10 or 
12 quarts of Tarwater, calling for it 
with great impatience, even tho' it 
vomited him ; whereas, both before 
and after his illnefs, he fhewed the 
greateft loathing of it. 

1 66. — In the laft ftage of the fever, 
his face and body fwelled, and an e- 
ruprion all over both, like cohering 
fmall-pox, which lafted a week. For 
2 or 3 days of this period, he drank 
. fparingly of Tarwater, perhaps not 
more than a quart a day. But during 
all that time, he conftantly,by his own 
choice, held his mouth to the fpout of 
a tea pot half filled with hot Tar- 
water, fucking the vapour, which, he 
laid, he found very comfortable. 

167. — Ac the clofe ,of the tenth 
week, he fell into a mod: copious 
fweat, and next day his puftules were 
gone, his fever left him, not fpiritlefs, 
puny and pale, but as lively and hail, 
in appearance, as ever, tho 1 after an 
iiinels, that for length of time, and va- 
riety of defperate fymptoms, furpaff- 
cd any I remember to have met with 
in the hiflory of fevers. 

168. — He did not continue in this 
healthy ftate, lor the very fame day, 
he exprefi'ed earneft defire to change 
his bed and linen, and altho' it was 
done with the utmofl caution, yet it 
gave him a frefh cold, which feized 
his head, and produced a new fever 
with a raving, that continued many 
weeks, in all which time, he could 
not be prevailed on to taken one glafs 
of Tarwater. But at length by a pro • 
per ufe of afies milk, and ground- 
ivy, with a careful regimen, h; v/as 
recovered, fo that he was perfuaded 



to drink daily 4 glafles of TarwatciC 
which, with God's bleffing, reftored 
his ftrength, and completed his re- 
covery. 

169. Col. John CuJlis,oi William/, 
burgh in Virginia, one of the council 
of that province, ( as he writes July 
10, 1745. to Mr. Peter Collinfon, of 
Grace -church fireet, London, ) got 2 
great cold, which threw him into the 
chin or hooping cough, which caufed 
cruel fevers ; when the cough was 
gone, he was troubled with a prodigi- 
ous fpitting, and having taken great 
dofes of elixir of vitriol to allay his in- 
tenfe thirft in his burning fever, it 
fo relaxed his falival glands, that he 
feared they would never come tp 
their due tone again, nor perform 
their proper offices ; he had ftudied 
phyfick more than 40 years, and h^d 
the opinion of Dr. Brown, of Mary- 
land, deemed the greateft phyfician in 
America, that the feat of his diftem- 
per lay in his falivary glands, and 
that it was dangerous to flop the fpit- 
ting. This he found by woful expe- 
rience, having ftopt it by taking an 
ounce of diacodium going to bed, 
which flung him into fevers, faintings, 
and many other diforders, fo that he 
was obliged to procure the fpitting 
again ; he was once fo reduced, that 
he could not get up when down, nor 
was able to put on his cloaths,and had 
no appetite for any fort of food. But 
reading oneday in the magazine, (fays 
he ) 1 found the virtues of Tarwater, 
which I verily believe faved my life. 
I had not taken it a week, before I 
began to have an appetite to vicluals, 
and continued taking it 3 months, 
night and morning, which miracu- 
loufly reftored me ; fo that I can now 
eat heartily what my palate choofes, 

thy 
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tho' I cannot tafte any thing, but fait, 
Jweet, or four, and I blefs God, I am 
much mended. My fpitting continues 
with a great difcharge, but eating fup- 
ports that difcharge, and I refolve to 
take nothing that may leflen my fto- 
jnach, the faliva not performing its 
due office, keeps my palate and throat 
always hot and dry, tho' 1 have not 
any fever, which the do&ors tell me 
I mull bear ; but I hope time and 
Tar water will entirely free me from 
that uneafinefs. 

170. The rev. Mr. Syon i#//,chap- 
lain to the work- houfe in Dublin, hav- 
ing had great opportunities of know- 
ing the effeds of Tarwater, both in 
the faid houfe, and all over the city, 
where he had difperfed above 1000 
gallons, has communicated th» fol- 
lowing cafes : 

IN April 1744, after reading the 
tifcatife on Tarwater, curiofity, as 
well as humanity, prompted me to 
make tryal of its effecls ; having it in 
my power, as chaplain to the work- 
houfe, to make experiments on a great 
many fubjeds.who were long troubled 
with cutaneous, fcrophulous, and 
chronical diforders. 

172. I picked out 4 of the moll: af- 
flicted, to whom, for 4 dayo, I admi- 
niftered Tarwater : the fuccefs fo fur- 
prized me, that having at that time 
a fore throat, I ventured to take it al- 
io ; and with fome pain ( my throat 
being inflamed ) I got down half a 
pint ; after which, I could iwallow 
without the leaft difficulty. From this 
aflonifhing experiment, I conceived 
joyful hopes of this powerful me- 
dicine ; accordingly, I took it for 
3 days after, twice each day ; it fo 
wrought me the third day, I was not 
zbk 19 fit, by reafon of the acrimony 



of the difcharge. But I (tuck to my 
medicine, and the fourth day per- 
ceived myfelf without any manner of 
complaint ; and, I thank God, have 
continued fo ever fince ; whereas, be- 
fore I took Tarwater,I was fubjed to 
a headach, cramps, pains in feveral 
parts, efpecially in the kidneys, very 
acute from any wheel- carriage ; alfo 
an heart burning, all which diforders 
are perfedly vanifhed, and I am re- 
ftored, blefied be God, as it were, to 
a new life, having a keen appetite, 
good digeftion, fpirits fufficient to 
bear me thro' all fatigues, with found 
and eafy fleep, tho' now on the bor- 
ders of 60. 

173. The great benefit I received 
from Tarwater, induced me, for the 
general good, to make it for poor 
people, to whom I have tdiftributed 
above 1000 gallons, without any 
complaint yet, but with great acknow- 
ledgments. . 

174. I have been 8 years chaplain 
to the city work houfe, in all which 
time the children have been forely af- 
flided with an inflammatory itch, or 
fcurvy, which we could never get en- 
tirely cured. I often complained to 
the proper officer, who once allured 
me, all the drugs in the apothecary* 
fhop would not cure them, whilft the 
children were continued on an oat- 
meal diet : on this frank and helplefs 
confeffion, I imagined I might, with- 
out offence, try Tarwater on thefe 
poor incurables : I did io, and the 
fuccefs exceeded my expectations ; 
for above a hundred children,varioufly 
affeded, were relieved in 1 month's 
time, at my own expence ; each day 
adminiftering 8 gallons, often with 
my own hands, with 3 pounds of li- 
quorice-ball, cut into little bits an( j 

given 
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given them, to render the water a- 
greeable. 

175. At this t\me,Mary Mac Culla, 
a girl about 9 years old in the work- 
houfe, was confined to her bed for 
fome time, with a mod violent fcur- 
vy ; fhe had little appetite, full of 
pain, becaufe flea'd in feveral parts by 
repeated rubbings of brimftone ; at 
laft fhe fell into a mod languifhing 
way, taking neither fufficient food, 
nor reft to fupport nature, every day 
declining, fo look'd on by all who 
faw her, as paft all hope. Neverthe- 
lefs, by taking Tarwater a week, fhe 
recovered wonderfully ; and by con- 
tinuing it, her fores foon dried and 
fcaled off, and Hie looked as one out 
of the (mall-pox, her appetite return- 
ing, (he revived immediately, and is 
at this day, May the 6th, 1745, one 
of the ftrongeft children in our houfe. 

176. John Hall, about 9 years old, 
in April 1744, could neither deep, 
rior eat fufficient to keep him alive, 
flill moaning, and complaining of his 
belly, which was greatly fwelled ; in 
all human probability, he would foon 
have died, had he not been relieved 
by Tarwater, which caufed him to 
void a large quantity of worms, fmce 
which he is well ; this child's mother, 
a nurfe in the work- houfe, being call- 
ed on by the governors for her folemn 
teftimony, depofed, that her fon foon 
after taking Tarwater,voided a cham- 
ber pot full of worms, fome alive ; 
and further, that (he herfelf was re- 
lieved, from a violent pain in her fide 
and ftomach,by a wonderful difcharge 
both ways, caufed by 2 quarts cf Tar- 
water taken in 4 days. 

177. James Ellis, another lqd in 
{he work houfe.about 1 3, whofe hands 
for a long time were in a manner ufe- 



lefs by a running evil, was perfectly 
cured by this medicine. Another boy 
in the fame houfe, George Dorton, 
whofe glands beneath the chin were 
greatly fwelled and inflammed, ever 
oozing forth putrid matter, naufeous 
to all beholders, took Tarwater one 
month only, which dried up his fores, 
and is now very well. 

178. A young woman named Ma- 
ry- Ann Empty, of Glandorkin, about 
4 miles from Dublin, was frightfully 
afflicted with an evil in many parts, 
efpecially her face ; by drinking Tar- 
water, the ulcers in her face and jaws 
made a great difcharge of matter, and 
in it a flat bone about an inch long, 
not quite fo broad, black and jagged: 
after which (he grew well, and is very 
little disfigured, and by continuing to 
drink Tarwater, was perfectly cured 
of the evil. 

1 79. A lad, fon to a fervant of al- 
derman Kane, Dublin, received a con- 
tufion in one of his hands ; his cure 
not perfected, the fore broke outa G ain 
on the back of his hand, and in his 
heel, both thought incurable, butfub- 
mitted to Tarwater. 

1 80. Anne Maddin, fifter to a wo- 
man who nurfesfor Mr. Putland, had 
a very fore hand fo fwelled and in- 
flamed, that the furgeons believed it 
mortified, and doomed it to be cut 
off ; the doctor that attended, ad- 
vifed to try Tarwater, which fhe did j 
is well, and can ufe it like the other 
hand. 

181. Peter Evard, flocking- wea- 
ver, to be heard of at the Ship, in 
Old Corn market, Dublin, was fo ul- 
cerated all over his body, and many 
parts eat away with the fcurvy, that 
he could not work ; was in the infir- 
mary feveral months in vain ; fo rec- 
koned 
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Iconed amongft the incurables ; he 
took Tarwater, foon recover'd, and 
now follows his trade. His mother, 
an aged woman, long afflidled with 
afthma, drank it alfo and was re- 
lieved. 

182. A gentleman, bred an apothe- 
cary, had an inflamed fore throat, 
that he could not fwallow his fpittle, 
and had a great lump in his neck, 
which he thought to get launced, left 
it fhould choak him ; he took a little 
Tarwater, which relieved him imme- 
diately, and he felt no more of his 
frightful lump, but continues eafy and 
well. From this and many other in- 
fiances, I find nothing ever relieved a 
fore throat fo foon and fo effectually as 
Tarwater. 

184. Mrs. Catharine Williams, of 
Dirty- lane, Thomas flreet, had one of 
her legs fo long ulcerated, that it was 
doomed to be cut off ; yet was made 
perfectly found by this powerful me- 
dicine in a fhort time, without any 
external application. 

184. Mary Philips, of the WOrk- 
houfe, for a long time had loft in a 
manner the ufe of a leg, with a con- 
ftant numbnefs of tingling, as if it 
were afleep ; fhe could not walk on it 
but with difficulty ; if fhe ftirred quick 
fhe felt moft acute pain ; fhe was 
often forced to fit up in bed many an 
hour by night, moaning and rubbing 
it ; but by Tarwater that numbnels 
is entirely gone, and tho' fhe walks 
ever fo quick or long, feels no man- 
ner, of pain. 

185. A fan of Mr. B — y, Iron- 
monger, in Thomas -fireet, was infect- 
ed with a dry fcurf in the fcarf-fkin, 
like a leprofy ; no advice was want- 
ing, yet he found no relief : his mo- 
ther aiked the doftor, if fhe might 



give him Tarwater, " Ay, ay, " fays 
he, " if you have a mind to kill your 
" fon; what nature kindly throws out, 
" you will certainly cork up by the 
" fearing quality of Tarwater ; " ne- 
verthelefs, Tarwater was ventured 
upon, with the utmoft dread ; but be- 
hold in a fhort time the lad became 
perfectly clean and healthy, and ftill 
continues fo. 

186. Robert Scot, Tape weaver, 
at Johnfions in James's fireet, was 
cured fuddenly by this powerful medi- 
cine, of an old ulcer in the thigh, 
and relieved from a conlumptive 
cough, which fo weakened the poor 
man, that he was not able to work. 

187. Mrs. Bermingham, at Mrs. 
Becks in James's fireet, who had for 
many years an acute pain in her fide, 
fuppofed to be an impoftumc, drink- 
ingTarwater was fuddenly relieved by 
a difcharge of an incredible quantity 
of matter upwards ; fince which time, 
tho' much in years, fhe enjoys the 
comforts of life. 

188. Elizabeth Wood, at Mr. Mac 
Guire's, the corner of Meath-ftreet, 
was relieved by Tarwater from an old 
afthma and dropfy, with which fhe 
feemed every moment ready to ex- 
pire, but is now hearty and ftrong. 

189. William Billing/Iy , of the woik- 
houfe, was troubled with fwellings and 
violent pains in both his legs and feet, 
which fuffered him neither to work, 
nor walk ; but after taking this medi- 
cine only one month, he grew fo well 
and hearty,that he wove in the work- 
houfe 4 yards of check-linen each 
day. 

190. John Rcfe, now in the work- 
houie, was a long time bed-rid, with 
cramps all over him, from whence 
the pain was fo acute, that his pite • 

eus 
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ous moans difturbed all about him ; 
but by taking Tarwater one month, 
bis diforder vanifhed. 

191. Robert Turnboivl, Z boy of 
the fame houfe, by ufing this power- 
ful medicine one month, recovered a 
total lamenefs in his legs, and now 
goes tolerably. 

192 John Warburghs of the fame 
was frightfully afflicled with an inflam- 
mation in his head, his eyelids were 
fo fwelled, that he was led about, be 
ing as dark as one ftone- blind ; on 
taking Tarwater 3 Days, the inflam- 
mation fo cooled, that his eyes were 
perfectly reftored ; however, his fore- 
head, chin, and the back of his head, 
were covered with a large and flrange 
eryfipelas ; all which in 3 days time 
fcaled off, and the boy continues very 
well. 

193. Richard Keeves (in the houfe) 
had 2 bleeding ulcers in his thigh, 
which did not permit him to fleep, 
work or walk, both which were cured 
in a fhorttimeby this medicine with- 
out any outward application. 

194. A gentlewoman on Arbour- 
bill, fuffered a great deal by an ulcer 
in her leg, and after many coftly ex- 
periments, was injoyned patience, as 
being incurable. She drank Tarwa- 
ter, and was cured. 

195. An officer in the barracks, for 
a long time felt, after walking a little 
way, a grievous pain in the back-fi- 
news of his legs, but on drinking Tar- 
water, walks as well as ever. 

1 96. Matthew Lynch, aged 70, now 
living at Mr. Floyde's in Kilmainham, 
was lately afthmatick to a great de- 
gree, and fo affli&ed with the piles, 
that he was always feared to death, 
whenever he had a call that way, the 
pain was fo great i but by the power- 



ful help of Tarwater, he is not only 
relieved from all his old diforders, 
but feems to have regained new life 
and vigour. 

197. The reader of Chrijl Church, 
had an hoarfnefs a confiderable time, 
but it was cleared away by Tarwater. 

198. Mr. John Purcell, fon to th* 
treafirrer of the work-houfe, feemed 
for fome time to be in a declining 
way, from a confumptive cough, and 
frequent flitches ; but by taking this 
reftorative, voided feveral large 
worms, and recovered. 

199. Jane Hamilton, being griev- 
oufly afflifted with a fcald-head, for 
which fhe was 4 years in Mercers ho- 
fpital, without effect, was admitted in- 
to the work-houfe, where for feveral 
years all methods of cure were pur- 
fued, to as little purpofe. I gave her 
Tarwater, morning and evening for a 
month ; then I had her head wafhed 
and rubbed twice a day with a fpunge 
dipp'd in warm ftrong Tarwater, 
made of a quart of tar, and' 2 quarts 
of boiling water, till all the fcurf 
came off ; the girl is how perfectly 
clean, healthy and ftrong, with a 
thick head of hair, as if nothing had 
ever ailed her, to the admiration of 
all, who knew her before. 

200. Mrs. Eager, of Mullineback t 
near Thomas -Jlreet, threw up, from time 
to time, fuch vaft quantities of blood, 
that fhe was as pale as a ghoft, and fo 
feeble, that fhe could fcarce ftand ; 
but taking Tarwater, became a hearty 
ftrong woman. 

2 or. Mr. William Dickifon, oppofite 
James's church, was very deaf ; he 
took Tarwater, and his chin broke 
out, after which he could hear as well 
as ever. 

202. Nov. 3 laft, a furgeon of Dub- 
lin 
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tin paid me a vifit, to thank me for 
a moll wonderful cure performed by 
my Tarwater ; he affured me, a per- 
fon in this town had the foul diforder, 
which fo infected the whole mafs,that 
part of the nofe was loft, before he 
was called in ; and the infection was 
fpread, fo that in one of the calves of 
his leg he could thruft his fift, and 
the whole back was as bare as a cafed 
rabbit ; as alfo the head and glands 
were fo inflamed, he often fpent 2 
hours about this one fubjeft ; but 
having tried in vain all methods in 
practice, I gave my patient your Tar- 
water ; the fudden effects of which 
aftonifhed me, all the ulcers appear- 
ing more cool and kindly ; I then be- 
gan to conceive fome hope. After 
taking a gallon of the water, I found 
my patient full of complaints, very 
fretful, and uneafy, protefting never 
to touch one more drop of Tarwater, 
becaufe the laft night's operation, was 
fo violent and fearching ; I ftrove to 
get the better of this rafh diflike, by 
(hewing the true reafon, and future be- 
nefit of this ftrong operation, but to 
no purpofe; fo Tarwater was omitted 
48 hours, when all the ulcers became 
once more putrid, demonftrating an 
abfolute necefiity of returning to Tar- 
water ; after fome ftruggle my patient 
took it again, and now I affure you, 
is perfectly recovered, the nofe ex- 
cepted; and this whole cure, as ftrange 
as it is, was accomplifhed by your 
Tarwater, and no other medicine. 
Now, Sir, continues the furgeon, I 
intreat you to inform me how you 
make your water, as I imagine it will 
be of great fervice to the moil wretch- 
ed of mankind : I informed him of 
the fort of Norway Tar I made ufe 
of, and how I prepared the water. 



103. A gentleman on Ar hour hi 11 
was fo afflicted with inward pains, 
and emaciated to fuch a degree, that 
he was obliged to part with his com- 
mifiion, when commanded lately a- 
broad. All other medicines and ad- 
vice failing, he drank Tarwater of his 
own making, which he affured me had 
almoft poifoned him, without any 
manner of relief. He fent to me for 
fome of my Tarwater ; On taking 
which for fome time, his pains im- 
mediately vanifhed, and never return- 
ed, and he is become an hail brifk 
ftrong man. 

204. Mrs. Dickfon, at Mrs. Ford's at 
I/land bridge, had a long time a fre- 
quent colic, and inveterate fcurvy, 
which infected her body, and face, 
but was cured by this medicine only. 

205. Mifs Martha Dowers, in Plun- 
fatftreet, was long afflicted with an 
inveterate fcurvy, over her whole bo- 
dy, and for years continued fo, tho' 
all methods were tryed; at laft fhe took 
Tarwater,which effectually cured her. 

206. Mr. William Fojler , brewer in 
James's jlrect, Dublin, ibrely afflifled 
with fwellings in his legs, and a fevere 
cough ; he took but 1 gallon of Tar- 
water, and the fwellings and cough 
are gone. 

207. Meffieflrs M -ffy and Boucher, 
in the C. of Limerick, from long con- 
finement, contracted fuch ill habits of 
body, that their phyficians declared 
they could not live, if confined in the 
place where they were, fo were 
brought into my neighbourhood, where 
hearing of my Tarwater, they fenc 
for fome, which they drank, and 
were reftored furprizingly in a fhort 
time, after every other mechod pre- 
ferred by the belt phyiicians had 
failed. 

F 202. 
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2c8. A gentlewoman was attacked, 
Hi Sept. 1745, with a fevere agae-fit, 
at 3 in the morning, which (hook her 
2 hours. I gave heranaggin of Tar- 
water, on which fhe flept for fome 
time ; at 9 the fame morning prepar- 
ing to rife, (he could not flir her left 
leg, being greatly fwelled and in- 
flamed. She kept her bed for fome 
time, and fluped her leg withfpirits of 
Wine, but took no medicine inwardly 
but Tarwater, by which means, {he 
had no other ague fit, and her leg be- 
came as found as the other. 

200. Mils Hannah Hartncll, at Mrs. 
Gre<n*$ in Ramford JlieJ, Ncv. 6, 
1 745, fell ill of the fmall pox j her 
parents having a good opinion of Tar- 
water, were willing tomakeufe'of it ; 
accordingly I ordered half a pint to 
be given her warm every fixth hour ; 
the child took it, and it fat well on 
fier ilomach, till the third day, when 
fhe threw it up foon after it was down, 
with a load of phlegm ; by which 
fneans an oppreflion and pain in her 
flomach ceafed, of which fne continu- 
ally complained before. On that 
day, fhe had a violent lax, which 
Continued about zo hours, flill fhe 
took her Tarwater as before, but as 
flie threw up mod of it, I ordered a 
third of warm water to be mixt with 
it, to make it weaker, which caufed 
it to fit, and fhe was not fick, or made 
the lealt complaint, until Nov. 17, 
being the i 3th day ; when I found her 
in a mod hopelefs way ; the difcharge 
at her nofe and eyes was flopt, which 
before was very large, for the pock 
being confluent, never filled, but dif- 
charged itfelf that way, and her hands 
appeared livid ; the child was cold, 
•with little or no pulfe, an hoarfnefs, 
and cough. I examined how this 



frightful alteration happened, and 
found, that, by accident, water was 
fpilt in the child's bed, out of which 
fhe was taken, tho' in a cold frofly 
day, and continued fo till all the wet 
things were dried. My hope was now 
fmall, but I warm'd a naggin of Tar- 
water, and obliged the poor child to 
fip it, little by little, till fhe got all 
down, and it ftaid with her. The 
mother went into the bed, took the 
child in her arms toinfufe heat, and in 
fome time the child grew warm and 
eafy, fell into a fine fweat, and flept 
for about 2 hours, after which, the 
former difcharge from both nofe and 
eyes burft. forth anew, which produced 
a fpeedy recovery. What is mofl afto- 
nifhing in the whole procefs, for 21 
days, fhe was not once fick, or made 
the leaf! complaint, the 3d and 1 3th. 
days excepted. She took no manner 
of medicine, but only Tarwater, not 
one drop of fack orfack-whey, her 
common drink was two milk whey, 
or boiled milk and water, of which 
fhe took plentifully, and always warm ; 
fhe is now livelier and heartier than 
before fhe lay down, being only the 
23d day,this 28th of November 1745. 

210. Mr. Wm Charleton, in AW. 
1745, was attacked with a violent 
fever, of which he feem'd to get the 
better, but relapfed immediately, and 
feemed pail hope ; as an addition to 
his diforder, having an inflamed ulcer 
in his throat, that he could not 
fwallow ; upon taking Tarwater his 
ulcer vanifhed, his appetite returned, 
and his fever entirely left him. 

ill. John Mac Donald was mi- 
ferably eat with the king's evil in 
many parts of his body, it confumed 
half his face, fo that he was naufeous 
both to himfelf and others. JBeing in 

the 
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the country, in hopes of relief, he fet 
out for Dublin, and by accident met 
the bp. of Cioyne, who adviied him to 
Tarvvater, and gave him Come money 
to provide it. The lad neglected this 
good advice, but got admiifion into 
one of the infirmaries, where being 
twice falivated., but nothing better, 
he was turned out as incurable ; he 
then came into the work houfe as a 
vagabond, where he was falivated al- 
fo, but his evil Hill continued obfti- 
nate, without the leaft fign of relief ; 
as he was crawling about, I took no- 
tice of him, and advifed him to Tar- 
water ; he complied, and in the fpace 
of a fortnight, found moil fenfible re- 
lief, fo continued taking it about fix 
weeks longer, which cured all the 
ulcers of his body ; but where they 
were, the fkin is drawn up in wrinkles, 
tho' without any weaknefs or pain. 
Thus far Mr. Hill. 

Z 1 2 . Extract of a letter from a 
gentleman, relating bis cwtt cafe, De- 
cember 10, 1745. 

About a year ago I firfl; meddled 
with Tarwater, only playing with if, 
I found it good for a flow digeftion, 
and a ftrengthener of a weak ltomach. 
I was troubled with the piles,and with 
a pain in the lower part of my hack, 
in both which cafes it befriended me. 
Being at eafe, I thought no more of 
Tarvvater, till July lad, when the 
pain in the lower part of my back af- 
flided me fo violently, as to caufe me 
to apply to a phyfician, from whom 
I gathered, that what I had deemed 
to be of the gravel kind, was gouty. 
Jiowever, \ determined now to ufe 
Tarwater in earneft, which I did 
pretty regularly, and, by the divine 
pleffing, with advantage to my health 
and flrengrh, freedom of fpirits and 



chearfulnefs. I, alfo, almoft left off 
flefh meat:, malt-liquor, wine and cy- 
der: indeed, I find littie inclination, 
to drink except at meals, nor want any 
cordial, wbilft in the «fe of Tarwater* 
I was near 30 years old, when an ul- 
cerous ailment came upon me in my 
feat ; and 'tis now fomewhat more 
than 30 years, that it hath been a 
running ifiue, more or lefs, fome time 
in evsry moon pretty plentifully dif- 
charging a purulent matter ; but this 
discharge is now flopped by the Tar^ 
Water. Such is its wonderful force in 
fweetening the blood and juices. 

21,3. Mr. fames Hanning,oi Cioyne t 
was feized with a violent fever in No~ 
ni ember 1743, his feet and legs were 
at firft extreamly cold, his head much 
difturbed, and he loft all appetite ; he 
took Tarwater in plenty, and in 10 
days his fever, and all other bad fym- 
ptoms went oif, and in a fortnight he 
was perfectly recovered, 

214. Mr. CAw.nt Fofer of Qloyxe, 
was in fummer, 1744, feized with 2 
fever, which made him incapable of 
bufinefs : he drank Tarwater, and in 
10 days his fever turned to an ague, 
which, on once taking the bark, wa£ 
perfectly cured ; he ufed to have one 
or two fits of the gout every year,but 
had no return of it fince he drank 
Tarwater. 

215. Robert Dillon of Clonbrock in 
the C. of Gal-way, Efq; member c,f 
parliament, had been afflicted with the 
gout 15 years, which became, more 
violent every year, and confined hi;a 
for many months together, with great 
pain, and fuch weaknefs in his. limb?, 
that he could hardly walk \ and when 
the fit ceafed, he was troubled in a 
morning with a loa, hjng in his ftq- 
machjand a djtcharge of a great deal of 

phlegm, 
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phlegm, be had no relief from any 
medicine he took; in fummer, 1744, 
he began Tarwater, which he has 
continued for a year and half without 
intermiflion, half a pint in the morn- 
ing, and as much every night ; the 
loathing in his ftomach is gone, and 
tho' he has now and then the gout, it 
is but feldom, and iafts but a fhort 
time ; with little or no pain, and he 
now enjoys good appetite and fpirits, 
tho" his limbs are {till weak, but he 
thinks himfelf happy in comparifon of 
his former condition. 

216. Henry Lejlrange of the King's 
county, Efq; member of parliament, 
had been troubled with the gout for 
1 o years, and about 4 years ago was 
feized with the fmall pox.from which 
he recovered with great difficulty ; for 
a year after he had no return of the 
gout, but for the laft 3 years the gout 
re urned upon him with more vio- 
lence, fo that he had a fit every au- 
tumn and fpring ; the fit in laft fpring 
lafted 3 months, and deprived him of 
reft, appetite, and fpirits ; he began 
to drink Tarwater in fummer 1745, 
which he has continued ever fince, 
with fuch good effect, that he has had 
no gout in the ufual feafon, nor any 
fymptom of it, and enjoys a good ap- 
petite, flow of fpirits, has the full 
ufe and ftrength of his limbs as much 
as ever, and refolves to drink Tar- 
water conftantly.to which he imputes 
all his recovery. 

217. Col. Charles Tottenham of Tot- 
tenham- green, in the C. of Wexford, 
Efq; member of parliament, had been 
afrlicled with a dead ague for 5 years, 
without cold fits, but the hot were 
very violent, with prodigious fweats, 
which wafted and weakened him 
greatly j he loft his appetite and fpi- 



rits, and tho' he took great quanti- 
ties of the bark,found himfelf worfe ; 
he confulted the phyficians in Dublin, 
and took their prefcriptions without 
any relief. In fummer, 1744, he had 
recourfe to Tarwater,which he drank 
cold, half a pint in the morning, and 
as much at night for a month or fix 
weeks, and found that it griped him 
very much, and gave him no relief ; 
on which he difcontinued it: but find- 
ing that his diforder grew worfe, and 
hearing that it was advifed in cafes of 
agues, colics, and fevers, to drink 
Tarwater warm, and in fmaller quan- 
tities at a time,he drank it milk- warm, 
found it agree with his ftomach, and 
got immediate relief, and continuing 
to drink it plentifully, has entirely got 
the better of his dead ague, and re- 
covered his appetite, fpirits, and reft, 
and attributes all to Tarwater, which 
he refolves always to drink,as it is no 
way difagreeable to him. 

218. Mr. Wm. Willan, tape wea ; 
ver, in Thomas Jlreet, Dublin, for many 
years had been afflicled with the gout, 
which gave him much pain, and fre- 
quently confined him to his chamber ; 
he drank Tarwater, and is now able 
to attend all his bufinefs abroad, with- 
out pain from the gout. 

219. Capt. Solomon Debrifay, of 
Dublin, was troubled with a fcorbu- 
tical diforder above 20 years, for 
which he took feveral medicines, in 
England, France, and Ireland ; and 
tho' he femetimeshad fome abatement 
of his diforder, yet at laft it grew very 
violent, breaking out into running 
fores, and fcurff, attended with great 
pain, fo that he could hardly ride or 
walk. In September, 1744, he got 
alfo an inflammation of the lungs, and 
violent cough, by catching cold, for 

which 



Contra Elton of Bowels, Deafnefs, 45 

which he was blooded and vomited ; years, which he could not remove by 
and when he had got the better of the any of the medicines he took ; but in 
inflammation, he took Tarwater to re- i 744, his diforder appeared in a new- 
move his cough, at the rate of a pint form; he had great difficulty of breath- 
a day, which in a little time carried ing, fo that he could not lye down in 
off his cough ; and finding the water his bed for 6 weeks, his belly was 
to agree with him, and that it made drawn up, and he fuffered great pains ; 
him eafier in the fcurvy, he continued the phyfician called it a contraction of 
the drinking of it for fix months, by the bowels ; he could not fleep by 
which means he was entirely cured reafon of his pains and difficulty of 
of the fcurvy, without the leaft fore or breathing, and tho' he took many 
fpot remaining. compofing draughts, which made him 

220. Mr. George Rumford, aged 75, doze, he got no refrefhment : he went 
who lives at the Black-pits, Dublin, thro' the common courfe of phyfick, 
was in the year 1744, feized with a vomitting and other prescriptions, with- 
moft violent cough, attended with a out relief ; his cafe was judged defpe- 
continual fpitting of corrupt fluff and rate, and he was advifed to go into 
phlegm. He took every thing the the country and drink milk, which 
doctors ordered, without the leaft be- might prolong his life for fome time, 
refit, on which they gave him up ; he but without any hopes that he could 
drank Tarwater, a pint each day, till laftlong. He heard of Tarwater, and 
he hadufed 3 gallons ; in which time, drank a pint a day ; which in a little 
he was quite recovered, and reftored to time removed the contraction in his 
a good appetite,and is now in a great belly, reftored him to a freedom of 
flow of fpirits. breathing, and brought him to a good 

221. "James Reyly, fervant to Mr. appetite, fo that he mended every 
Phepoe brewer in Mill Jircet, was in day, and continuing to drink the vva- 
the year 1745, afflicted with an afth- ter, obtained a perfeft cure. 

ma, fhortnefs of breath, the fcurvy in 223. Mr. John Wilkinfon, clerk in 
his face, and a great cough, at the fame the furveyor general's office in the 
time his belly, thighs, and legs were caftle of Dublin, broke his leg by a 
fwollen to a monftrous fize, fo that he flip in the ftreet, which confined him 
could fcarce walk or breathe, and he 3 months ; by lying fo long on his 
loft all appetite ; he took many things back in bed, he got the gravel, which 
without benefit, and he drank Tar- gave him great uneafinefs, and by 
water about a pint a day, until he had catching cold, he loft his hearing. To 
made ufe of a gallon, by which time cale him of his gravel, he took Tar - 
his breath was reftored, his cough was water, and when he had drank a gal- 
gone, and all the fwellingsin his body Ion, to his furprize, found his deaf- 
and limbs fell away, and he foon was nefs carried off, and continuing to 
able to go thro' his bufinefs as well as drink it, which he found very diure- 
ever. tic, he voided a fmall craggy ftone 

222. Mr. Enoch Ma/on, who lives and a great deal of gravel, and is 
with Mr. Burfiquot, clothier, near Ef- now entirely well. 

f ex bridge, had been troubled with 224. Matthew Haynes, fword cut- 

yh.eum.atic pains in his joints for 15 ler, on the Blind- quay, was for 15 

montha 
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months fo fore and (heightened all 
over his body that he could not bear 
his apron or cloaths on without pain ; 
he had loft his appetite and reft, and 
was brought fo low, that he was not 
able to work, or even to go up or 
down flairs without help ; and tho' he 
was oppreffed with phlegm, he dared 
not cough or fpit, on account of the 
great pain cauied thereby in his breaft 
and body. Being advifed to drink 
Tarwater, he incautioufly drank near 
a pint at once cold, which he inftant 
ly threw up, together with a great deal 
of phlegm. He thought himfelf a 
dead man, and was for fending for a 
clergyman to pray with him ; but in a 
few minutes after he found himfelf 
mucheafier inhis ftomach, and mend- 
ed all the day. This reconciling him 
to Tarwater, he drank it milk- warm, 
twice a day, half a pint each time, 
and continuing it, all the fores in his 
breaft and body went away, he breath- 
ed with eafe, and recovered his reft 
and appetite, and works at his trade 
as formerly. 
225. A letter of Wm. PleafantV of 

Knockbeg in the C. of Carlo vv, Efq; 

February 4, 1745. 

A boy who drove my nlough, la- 
boured under a fcrophulous diforder, 
or king's evil ; he had many fores a- 
bout his jaws and neck, for fome 
years. His mother applyed different 
kinds of herbs to them, which eafed 
a little, but had no other effedt. At 
my recommendation, fome gentlemen 
of fkill in Dublin gave him fome me- 
dicines, but they proved ineffectual. 
He try 'd Tarwater, and had not drank 
a gallon when the ulcers began to dry, 
and his face, which was very much 
fwollen with his diftemper, began to 
reaffume its natural form, He left me 



laft fpring, and foon after was quit* 
cured . Wm. Pleafunts. 

226. Mr. Patrick Butler, fhoema- 
ker in Crane-lane, Dublin, had been 
afflitted with the rheumatifm feveral 
years, about 2 years ago he was laid 
up 3 months together, and for 8 days 
could not ftir hand or foot ; when the 
riolence of the fit abated in 1744, he 
made ufe of Tarwater, which in a lit- 
tle time gave him great relief; he per- 
fifted in the ufe of it, and has got the 
full ftrength of his limbs, and if he 
gets any twitching in his limbs by cold 
or fharp weather, Tarwater immedi- 
ately relieves him. 

227. Wm. Heany, journeyman to 
faid Mr. Butler, was in 1744, feized 
with fuch violent pains in his legs, that 
he cculd not walk, reft, or work. He 
drank Tarwater, and found in a little 
time all his pains go off, and was re- 
ftored to the full ufe of his limbs. 

228. Mrs. Bonvillet, in Kings free f t 
28 years ago had the misfortune to fall 
down flairs, and pitched upon her 
fhoulder,butas the pain foon went off, 
flie did not take any care about. A 
pimple came in that part, but finding 
no pain fhe neglefted it, rill the year 
1 744.it had formed a wen of an enor- 
mous fize, which fpread from her 
fhoulders to one of her ears, and un- 
der her arm pit.as large as the mould 
of a hat, fo that fhe was obliged to 
enlarge her cloaths to cover it ; but as 
fhe had no pain, fhe neglefted all 
thoughts of preventing its progrefs, 
which might have been eafily effected 
in the beginning ; but in 1 744, fhe 
found herfelf troubled with lownefs of 
fpirits, want of appetite and reft,which 
greatly reduced her ; for removing 
thefe fhe drank Tarwater, for a con- 
iiderable time, The firft effeft was, 

fhe 
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flic recovered herappetite.got reft and 
fpirits ; as fhe found it did her fo 
much fervice, (he ftill drank it for fe- 
veral months, and obferved the great 
wen on her moulders began to grOw 
{oft, and decreafe. This encouraged 
her to continue drinking the water, 
and in a few months after the wen was 
reduced to a fourth of its firft fize, 
daily grew fofter, and feemed to have 
fome floating roots in it : finding her- 
felf eafy, and in fo good a way, (he 
laid afide Tarwater, and the wen be- 
gan to grow hard and (well again ; 
upon which, fhe refcmed her Tarwa- 
ter, drinks near a quart a day, and 
finds that the hardnefs and fwelling 
greatly abate ; and hopes by perfift- 
ing to get quite rid of her wen. Her 
hopes are the greater, from the bene- 
fit a French gentleman received in a 
parallel cafe: a great lump by degrees 
grew on the crown of his head,which 
became at laft as large as an egg, that 
he could hardly keep his hat on, and 
tho' not attended with pain, was very 
troublefome. He took Tarwater for 
fome other diforder, from which he 
Was relieved, and found at the fame 
time, that this lump or wen foftened, 
and by degrees vanifhed. 

229. Mr. John Wilme, filverfmith, 
in Coles- alky, got a hurt in his fhin- 
bone, which caufed a running and 
fwelling, and being laid open by a 
furgeon, was healed j but after that, 
a humour flowed,and fwelled the part, 
and gave him great uneafmefs. At 
the fame time, an excrefcence came 
on the crown of his head, which grew 
to the fize of a fmall egg, at leaf! an 
inch high, and was fo fore, that he 
could hardly bear a hat on his head. 
He tookTarwater for the firft ailment, 
3 months, and tho' he drank fcarce 



half a pint a day, he foon found a 
great abatement of the fwelling and 
uneafmefs in his leg, and to his great 
furprize the excrefcence on his head 
grew eafy and melted away. 

230. The wife of Mr. Morgan,pzt- 
ten-maker, at Nicholas-gate, had been 
troubled with a paralytic diforder for' 
fome time ; her fingers were fo drawn 
up, that fhe could hardly open them, 
and fhe could fcarce walk, her feet 
were fo weak, cold and fiiff; fhe was 
apprehenfive that fhe mould quite lofe 
the ufe of them, and have a palfy all 
over her body, as nothing that fhe 
took gave her any relief ; fhe drank 
Tarwater, and in 6 weeks recovered 
the ufe of her fingers and hands, got 
ftrength, warmth, and fupplenefs in 
her limbs, and by continuing it, has 
recovered the full ufe of them, and 
now walks with eafe. 

231. Mr. Hewer/on, above 70, of 
Schoolhoufe-lane, had been many years 
troubled with the gout, which every 
winter laid him up for feveral months; 
in fummer 1 744, he drank Tarwater 
for feveral months running ; theeffeft 
was, he had no fit of the gout in the 
winter 1744, and got a good ftomach 
and fpirits, and walked tolerably well 
without pain ; in fummer 1745, he 
drank fome Tarwater, but laying it 
quite afide for 6 months together, in 
winter 1745, on catching cold.he had 
a return of the gout, tho' with little 
pain ; it is probable, that, had he 
continued taking Tarwater in fuffici- 
ent quantity, and avoided catchiug 
cold, he would either have had no fie 
at all, or a flight one. — hi fuch enfes, 
Tarwater Jkould be drank warm be fort 
the ft, in the ft, and aftir the ft, at 
leafi a pint a day j a quart ivould be 
much be(ttr. 

232. 
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232. Mr. Francis Wilfon, fadler in 
Chapel Jin it, had been troubled with 
a fluffing, wind and oppreffion in his 
ftomach five years, attended at night 
with a" difficulty of breathing, and 
a great cough in the mornings, which 
made him ftrain and heave, and de- 
prived him of his ftomach and digef- 
tion ; in 1743, ne was feized with 
the gout, and again in 1744, which 
was followed by the gravel. In Off. 

1744, he began to drink Tarwater 
about half a pint a day, which he con- 
tinued till Cbrijlmas following, with 
fuch good effect, that in 3 weeks time 
he found great benefit, and foon after 
was free from the oppreffion in his 
ftomach, breathed freely, recovered 
his appetite, loft his cough, and dif- 
charged a great deal of gravel without 
pain, and has had no return of the 
gout ever fince. 

234. Mr. Pafqualino, the mufician, 
now in Dublin, on 7 bur/day, Jan. 23, 

1745, having played a part in Mr. 
HandcPs grand Oratorio of Deborah, 
and being in a great heat and fweats 
was after the performance expofed to 
a cold air near half an hour, by which 
he was immediately ftruck with a cold 
fhivering, and could not fleep one 
wink that night. In the morning he 
had a violent head ach, cholic pains, 
and great heat all over his body, which 
obliged him to keep his bed. By 4 
o'clock in the afternoon, his fever 
grew fo high, that he became a little 
delirious ; his wife had a mind to fend 
for a phyfician, but as he had been 
cured of a fever before by drinking 
Tarwater.he ordered that it fhould be 
got for him in plenty, and nothing 
elfe ; he began to drink it about 5 
o'clock milk-warm, near half a pint 
every quarter of an hour, and con- 



tinued it at that rate till 8 o'clock next 
morning, bating fome intermiffions, 
when he got alittle fleep ; tho' he had 
given direclions to his fervant, to a- 
wake him if he fhould happen to fleep, 
and make him drink the water ; he 
computed, that in the faid time, he 
drank 8 quarts : the effeft was, that 
during the whole night, he was in 
high fpirits, had a great perfpiration, 
and by 8 o'clock in the morning, his 
heat and fever had quite left him, and 
he was perfectly eafy, and very hun- 
gry. He kept his bed that day by 
way of precaution againft catching 
cold, free from all fymptomsof a fever, 
and on Sunday went abroad, being 
perfectly recovered, 

234. A gentlewoman near Syca~ 
more- Alley, Dublin, had been troubled 
with fits, which came upon her all at 
once without any previous fymptom, 
and deprived her of her fenfes for 3, 
4, or five minutes at a time ; they be- 
came more frequent, and fhe was ap- 
prehenfive that fhe would be carried 
off in one of them. She took feveral 
things to prevent their return, without 
anyeffeft. She had no opinion of Tar- 
water, but to fatisfy her friends,drank 
near a pint a day for 5 days, in July 

1745, anc * na< ^ no return °f ncr ncs » 
and got a good appetite and fpiritt ; 
but found a great itching all ove - ner 
body, and foon after, black fpots on 
her arms, fhoulders, and body. She 
then thought fhe was poifoned by Tar- 
water, and exclaimed againft; it ; but a 
friend finding that fhe was in good fpi- 
rits, told her, that the water having 
driven that humour out on the furface 
of her body, had done her all the Ser- 
vice imaginable, and encouraged her 
to perfift in drinking it ; fhe continued 
to do 16 for % or 3 months in fmall 
quantities 
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quantities, and the black fpots firft 
became yellow, and by degrees dif- 
appeared j ftie has had no fits fince 
drinking Tarwater, but by getting a 
greater appetite,is grown much fatter. 

235. A captain of a man of war 
had been troubled with the fcurvy fe- 
veral years, nad taken many medi- 
cines, went to Bath, and drank the 
waters, but to no purpofe % his dif- 
order rather increafed, and broke oft 
in fores and fcurff over his arms and 
other parts of his body, efpecially his 
head, which he could not fuffer to be 
fhaved; by taking Tarwater 6 weeks, 
all the fores, fpots and fcurff went off, 
and he became as hale and clean as 
«ver,with a great increafeof appetite. 

236. Two fifters,at the fame time, 
drank Tarwater, one for a ftrangury, 
the other for a diabetes, and both 
were cured, in a little time, of thofe 
oppofite diforders. 

237. A gentlewoman had a deaf- 
nefs; fhe had drank Tarwater in {mail 
quantities feveral weeks with no ef- 
fect, but doubling the quantity, was 
loon after cured. 

238. One gentleman was cured of 
an habitual coitivenefs by Tarwater, 
and another was made coflive by it. 

239. Two gentlewomen, near Youg- 
ball, were likewife affected in differ- 
ent ways, one was made coftive, and 
the other loofe by Tarwater. 

240. An old beggar-woman.* with a 
mod fhocking cancerated breaft, was 
in a few days much better by drink- 
ing and warning the fores with Tar- 
water. 

241. A woman that was twice mar- 
ried, and yet never was with child, 
took Tarwater for a diforder fhe la- 
boured under, and conltantly drank it 
hi a considerable time, which re- 



moved her ailment. She fcon after 
became pregnant, and imputes it ta 
Tarwater ; her hufband alfo drank it. 
There are many other inftances of 
perfons who unexpectedly became 
with child, as they believed, from the 
ufe of Tarwater. 

242. A young lady was cured by 
Tarwater of a long and violent head- 
ach. 

2J.3. A poor woman, whofe Ieg« 
were monftronfly fwollen,and ulcerat- 
ed, applyed Tar as afalve orpou rice, 
and drank Tarwater at the fame time* 
and was foon perfectly cured. 

244. A gentleman's fervant had 
the misfortune of a coach-wheel Tun- 
ing over his foot, which was thereby 
terribly bruifed and fwollen. A poul- 
tice of tar was applied, which foon 
put an end to both (welling and pain. 

245. A maid fervant, who had a 
tetter in her arm, confulted a country 
practitioner, who applied the blue 
(lone, upon which her arm fwelled up 
to her fhoulder, and was pained to 
fuch a degree, that her mailer appre- 
hended fiie might lofe it. He made 
her wafhaad foment it with hot ftrong 
Tarwater, and apply a plaifter or poul- 
tice of warm tar, which fpeediiy cur- 
ed her. 

246. A gentleman in an eminent 
flation, troubled with a fixed pain in 
his fide for 2 years, took feveral me- 
dicines without benefit. He drank 
Tarwater for a confiderable time, and 
is at perfect eafe. 

247. A peiibn ill of the ague, was 
cured by drinking Tarwater warm irt 
the cold fit. 

248. Several children have died of 
fore throats, but thofe who drank » 
gallon of warm Tarwater a day, im- 
mediately recovered. 

G 2;;, 
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249. Great has been the efficacy of 
Tarwater in the cure of venereal dif- 
©rders, gleets, &c. but in fuch cafes 
names are not to be mentioned. One 
quart a day at 6 or 8 glafles, without 
any other medicine^ avoiding the 
catching cold, and improper food, has 
been found to work a perfect cure. 

250. A gentlewoman, in the C. of 
Cork, had hurt her leg, which being 
iieglecled,a gangrene was apprehend- 
ed ; (he had a phyfician and furgeon 
from Cork, who after fome months 
jp'iyfkking, catting and tenting, aban- 
doned her, declaring fhe muft never 
hope to recover her leg, which was 
wafted and ufelefs, and left her with a 
Tunning ulcer kept open with tents, 
the left oft every tning but Tarwater, 
whereof fhe took 3 pints daily in 9 
glafies, and in 3 weeks was quite 
cured, to thefurprizeof ail the neigh- 
bourhood. . 

251. A maid fervant was feized 
with a vehement fever and flitch, on 
the 19th of April 17 14, in the morn- 
ing ; her face as red as crimfon, her 
jpulie exceeding high, fcarce able to 
titter a word for the great oppreflion 
sbout her heart, and her blood and 
fkfh hot in an extreme degree. Her 
cafe was defperate from the manner of 
Pier falling ill ; which was, that the 
flight before, after hard work, being 
in a fwcat, fhe drank a great quantity 
ofcoldfmall liquor, and fat in the 
open cold air. bhe drank 5 quarts of 
Tarwater in ic hours, the nextmorn- 
ing her fever left her, and fhe was fo 
well recover'd, that fhe got up, and 
was going to work, but was ordered 
to keep in bed a day longer, to pre- 
vent arelapfe. 

252. Widnrfday Aug. I, 1 74 4, a 
hoy, about 9 years old, was feized 



with an inflammation of the lungs^ 
fhort coughs, pain in the throat arid 
breaft, difficulty of breathing, glazed 
eyes, fcarlet cheeks, and burning heat. 
He was put to bed, and drank Tar- 
water 5 pints the firft day, and about 
2 quarts the fecond, at a glafs every 
half hour. The firft day, it produced 
an extraordinary difcharge of urine ; 
the feconH, it threw him into gentle 
fweats, eafed his fymptoms, and kept 
him in high fpirits, and good appetite 1 
on Friday he was paft all danger. On 
drinking water coloured with milk 
(which he defired) he conftantly re- 
lapfed, and was as immediately eafed 
upon taking a glafs of pure Tarwater. 
The child fenfible of this, cryed out, 
" Mamma, What is this Tarwater 
<s made of, that it is fuch a fudden 

" cure?" Itwasofthisdiforder 

that the late bifliops of OJJbry and 
Elphin died : And as no diftemper is 
more threatening thitfJ an inflammation 
of the lungs, bleedings are prefcribed 
for it by phyficians, even to 70 or 80 
ounces ; but without bleeding or bli- 
fiering, or any other 1 medicine, Tar- 
water alone effects the cure. 

253. A boy was feized with a vio- 
lent fever, having wetted his fhoe* 
and ftockings (a new thing to him) 
and fuffered them to dry on his feet. 
He had firft a fhivering cold fit, then 
blood fhot eyes, wild look, burning 
heat all over his body ; he drank a 
gallon of Tarwater, which made him 
vomit, after that he flept and fvveated 
moft copioufly for 1 6 hours, and when 
h» awoke, was very hungry, but in 
very high fpirits, the fever wasalmoft 
gone the third day ; but he kept in 
bed 2 days longer. 

254. A boy feized with a violent 
fever was put to bed, and drank near 

2 quarts 
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5 quarts of Tarwater the firft hour, 260. A boy was very ill of a worm - 

and continued drinking very copioufly. fever.when the fmall-pox feized him, 

The next day he was in appearance which made his cafe extremely bad. 

recovered, but was kept in bed one tie was treated as only ill of worms, 

day longer ; after the third day, he the fmall-pox not being then appre- 

was as well as ever. hended. He was reduced to the low- 

255. Another lad was feized with eft ftate, without fenfe or motion, and 

a racking pain all over his body, at- many cardials were applied to bring 

tended with a hot fever ; about noon, him to himfelf ; but all to no purpofe p 

he was put to bed, and drank in 9 till a few fpoonfuls of Tarwater.pour- 

hours 25 half pints of Tarwater, ed down his throat without his knovv- 

with which he did not fweat, but vent- ledge, brought him to life ; and by 

ed it all by urine, and his pain and continuing the Tarwater, he reco- 

fever left him at 9 at night ; next day vered daily, and was foon perfectly 

he was hearty. well. 

256 A young woman was torment- 261. In March 1744, a boy corn- 
ed with a painful fwelling in her fide, plained heavily of a flitch about § 
which threw her into a fever. She o'clock in the morning ; he wao put to 
drank Tarwater copioufly, and foon bed, and in about an hour drank 8 
found herfelf eafy and well, but fhe glaffes of Tarwater off, 3 to a pint > 
applied at the fame time a plaifter of then fell into a found fleep, and at 3 
tar and honey to the part, which o'clock in the afternoon was up, dreii 
ripened, broke, ar' then healed it. and well. 

257. A gentleman had the gout 5 262. In April 1745, a labourer be- 
days ; at firft he drank fack whey.and ing taken ill of a violent pieurify, 
his pain and fever were violent, fo as with fpitting of blood, went into hif 
to pafs a whole night awake and reft- bed, and drank copioufly of Tarwa- 
lefs. He drank large dofes of Tar- ter, which quite recovered him. 
warer, which made him fleep found 263. Agentlewoman in April 1745, 
every night after, and kept up his ap- being cue in a cold, dry, windy day ; 
petite and fpirits, and after a few days was taken with a palfy, not being a 
he was well. ble to walk or ftand upright, bhe 

258. Capt. Foulh, Mr. Philipsin went to bed, drank Tarwater, a glafs 
Crane lane, and feveral others, in- every quarter of an hoar, and next 
formed me, that having had frequent day in fmaller quantity, and the day 
fits of the gout.they drank Tarwater ; following was quite recovered. 

and tho' they took it in fmall quanti- 264. A man fervant had a plci 

ties, found great benefit, their fits ftitch, a fever, and ipit blood, lie 

either not returning, qr with lefs pain drank Tarwater plentifully in bed, 

and fhorter. which threw him into a great f« 

259. A gentleman's daughter be- being impatient under this fwear, t> 
ing feized with the fmall-pox,he gave cool himfelf, he lay almoft na! 
her no other medicine than Tarwater, which hzd like to have ki 

which fhe drank all the time ; fire had But Tarwater, copioufly tui,.p, rpc ■ 

it very favourably, with little or nq vercd, kw ' n - uc 

(iekneis. 
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265. A Lawyer in Dublin, and 2 
young ladies, have been cured of 
fevers by the copious drinking of Tar- 
water only. 

z66. Several perfons,of bothfexes, 
3have been cured of the piles, fome by 
the bare drinking of Tarwater, others 
by fitting at the fame time on a clofe- 
ilool filled with hot Tarwater, which, 
with anointing the parts with the oyl 
dimmed off from the water, foon 
liealed the fores, and removed the 
diforder. 

267. In December 1744, a Prolap- 
fus Uteri, &c. given over as incurable 
by the furgeons, was perfectly cured 
by Tarwater. 

268. Two perfons given over, one 
ill of a palfy at Bath, and the other 
of a cancer at York, were both cured 
in a fhort time by Tarwater. 

269. A gentleman's fon, in the C. 
of Limerick, was cured of a fpittirjg 
of blood by Tarwater. 

270. An infant had a cough from 
its birth ; thofe who faw it, thought 
it could not live: Tarwater was given 
it, the nurfe drank fome alfo ; the 
cough went off, and the child is now 
lively. 

271. A lady, who has long had a 
cancer in her breaft, and fuffered 
greatly ; by taking Tarwater, the on- 
ly thing fne has found good from, is 
freed from pain. 

272. A gentleman, in th.eC. of Li- 
merick, was cured by Tarwater of an 
impofthume in his head. 

273. A lady was cured of a megrim 
and inveterate head-ach by Tarwater, 
and fcveral other perfons who ufed 
to be troubled with a dizzinefs in their 
heads. 

274. Afhip being bound frorr.Porto- 
bille to Jamaica, and being detained 



long in the paflage, the crew,wanting 
water, were reduced to great diftrefs, 
which threw many of them into the 
bilious or yellow fever. To their 
great comfort, a heavy rain fell, they 
catched all they could, and the deck 
of the fliip, and cordage having been 
new tarred to preferve them againft the 
heat of the climate, all the water they 
got was impregnated with the tar ; 
they drank plentifully of it, and all 
thofe who were ill of the bilious fever 
recovered, to their great furprize, as 
it is reckoned a moft fatal diftemper. 

275. A boy had a fore in his leg, 
which was alfb inflamed and hard; he 
wafhed it with Tarwater, and apply'd 
the oil of Tar, which foon recovered 
him. 

276. A man of Youghall, deaf ma- 
ny years, by drinking Tarwater much 
improved in his hearing, and has 
hopes of relief by a longer u(e of it. 

277. A gentleman, who had a pain 
in his right fide for" 15 years, confult- 
ed many phyficians, and took a world 
of drugs to no purpofe ; but on taking 
Tarwater( tho' a bad fort )for 4 weeks, 
found himfelf greatly relieved. 

278. A woman was given over, 
upon the retention of the after- birth 
by the unfkilful management of the 
midwife ; fome advifed Tarwater, it 
recovered her contrary to all expec- 
tation. 

279. Margaret Majkr/on, a young 
woman at Dr. Wynne\, at Harold's 
crofs, near Dublin, informed me, that 
one day in the fpring about 5 years 
ago, fhe walked very faff, from Ha- 
rold's- crofs to Crumlin church, which 
is about 2 miles, and being in a great 
heat and fweat, fhe fat on the ground 
in the church yard for above half an 
hour, which gave her a great cold, 

wiJi 
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with pains in her right fide, and low- 
er belly, (o exquifite, that fometimes, 
for 20 days together, fhe could not 
get the lead fleep; fhe loft her flefh and 
appetite, and was reduced to a fkele- 
ton. She could not ftand upright, 
and walked double, nor could fhe bear 
any carriage, every motion put her to 
the rack, and fhe was forced to con- 
fine herfelf for the moft part to her 
bed, and even there, was not able to 
ilir a limb, when her pains came up- 
on her. Nothing that fhe took did her 
any fervice : fhe was in Mercers ho- 
fpital 3 months, without benefit from 
the phyficians and furgeons there, who 
at firft thought fhe was troubled with a 
ftone, but afterwards agreed that fhe 
had an ulcer in the bladder. After 
fhe left the hofpital, fhe was falivated, 
and took many things by the advice 
of phyficians ; but nothing gave her 
eafe, and fhe was judged incurable. 
She continued in this miferable condi- 
tion a long time, fhe had aifo a fort 
of diabetes, or involuntary, and almoft 
conftant difcharge of water. In fum- 
mer 1 744, fhe drank Tarwater, and 
in a few days received great benefit, 
and in a few weeks ail her pains and 
ailments went off ; fhe recovered her 
appetite, flefh, reft, and limbs, and 
walked as well as ever, to the great 
furprize of the furgeons. 
♦ 280. A tradeiman in the earl of 
Heath's liberty,was in the year 1744, 
greatly afflicted with a powerful dif- 
charge of bloody urine, which fome- 
times appeared as clear blood as any 
that comes from a vein. He could 
not walk a quarter of a mile, but in 
great pain, and he wafted away. He 
continued in this condition feveral 
months together, and took many 
things for a cure, without effect ; at 
Jaft he dxank Tarwater, and foon 



found benefit, which encouraged hint 
to continue it, and he was foon per- 
fectly recovered of his ailment. 

281. A gentlewoman, who lives 
near Dublin, was for many years af- 
flicted with a cancer in her breaft, 
which had been cut by furgeon Dobbs ; 
but it grew again, and was exceflive- 
ly painful, fo that fhe refolved to un- 
dergo another cutting, and came to 
town for that purpoie ; but the fur- 
geon finding that fhe had got a violent 
cough, would not venture to cut her 
breaft till her cough was removed, and 
adviied her to go to the country to be 
cured of her cough. She was there 
perfuaded to drink Tarwater on that 
account, which fhe did with fuch ef- 
fect, that fhe foon got rid of her 
cough ; and finding that Tarwater 
agreed with her ftornach, and made 
her breaft eafier, fhe continued the 
drinking of it for aconfiderable time, 
by which means her breaft grew eafy 
and fofr, and fhe mended daily to 
her great comfort and furprize. 
282. A copy of a letter from the rev. 

Mr. Thomas Dawfon, of Tallow, 

in the C. of Waterford, February 

25, 1745. 

1 take leave to fend you the follow- 
ing cafes, wherein, among feveral o- 
thers of my neighbourhood, Tarwa- 
ter has proved fuccefsful. 

283. The wife of John Guinane, 
of Tal/ovc, in the C. of Waterford, 
merchant, was violently feized with 
hvfieric fits in the year 1744, attend- 
ed withlaughing.crying, and frequent 
fwoonings, which continued for feve- 
ral months, tho' phyficians by various 
medicines endeavoured to cure her of 
them. She bathed in the fak-water, 
purfuaut to their advice, for a confi- 
derable time ; but received very little 
benefit. At laft. fhe drank Tarwater, 
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and after 3 months perfectly recover- 
ed her health. 

284. 7 ho. Lovoris, of Tallow, in the 
C. of Waterford, was in a deep con- 
sumption, and fo greatly emaciated, 
and yellow, that all who faw him, 
feemed to defpair of his life. About 
2 years ago, he began to drink Tar- 
water, and having in a few months 
received great benefit thereby, he 
continued ever fince to drink the fame 
regularly, and has perfectly recovered 
his health and complexion. 

285. A gentleman, near Caplefreet, 
for feveral years ufed to be troubled 
with fits, which gave him great un- 
eafinefs in his ftomach, and were at- 
tended with a violent pain, which ran 
along the bottom of his belly, and 
fixed itfelf in his left hip, with a great 
inclination to puking. He thought it 
was a windy colic, and accordingly 
took many things, but without any 
benefit. He found that he grew 
worfe, and that his fits returned upon 
him more frequently, and with more 
violence. He ufed alfo to have fits of 
the gout in his feet. Having read the 
trcatife on Tarwater in April 1744, 
he refolved to drink it, and he had not 
taken it above 3 weeks, before he 
had a fenfible benefit, and, continu- 
ing it, in a little time after,to his great 
fjrprize, difcharged 2 (tones near as 
big as peas, and then, and not till 
then, he difcovercd that his diforder 
was the flone and gravel ; upon which 
the pain in the bottom of his belly 
went off, he got eafe in his ftomach, 
and recovered his appetite and reft. 
He has fince voided gravel at feveral 
times, and of late, 3 fmaller ftones, 
which gave him pain in their pafiage. 

Thefe fits of the gravel and ftone re- 
turn now and then upon him, and are 



likely to do fo, till they are all carried 
oft" ; for which purpole, he find* 
Tarwater to be very ufeful. He af- 
fured me, that, fince he began to 
drink Tarwater, which he conftantly 
doth, he has not been confined one 
day with the gout. 

286. A gentleman who had gone 
thro' a courfe of Stephens's medicines, 
took Tarwater, which he found more 
fuccefsful in the gravel. 

287. Some gentlemen, who, on 
catching cold, ufed to have chopp'd 
lips, which they could not heal by 
any falve, were eafed by bathing their 
lips with Tarwater, and they who 
had fore and running noftrils received 
the fame benefit, by bathing them with 
the water. Thefe flight inftances are 
mentioned, only to fhew the healing 
quality of Tarwater ; and it is alfo 
found by experience that a plaifter of 
tar is a fafe and effectual cure for fores 
and fwellings in the backs of bor/es. 
Several gentlemen informed me, that 
they gave 2 or 3 quarts of Tarwater a 
day to fome of their horfes which had 
great colds and diforders ; the effect 
was, that they foon recovered. Per' 
baps it May be advifable in all dijlenf 
pers of brute creatures, where the blood 
is corrupted, as in glanders in horfes t 
and in infections of the horned cattle and 

fheep, ivbich are thought to be incura- 
ble, to give them Taravater vuarm in 
plenty, as it is found by experience in fo 
many injlances to correct and fiveeten 
the blood and juices of the body, remove 
objlrudions, and invigorate thefpirits. 

288. The fmall-pox having proved 
very mortal laft feafon,fome weread- 
vifed to give their children Tarwater 
warm, and the effect was, that they 
who drank it before they were feized 
with the fmall pox, generally had it 

favourably 
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favourably ; they who took it during 
the ficknefs alfo, had no appearance 
of danger, the pock generally diftinft, 
little or no ficknefs, nor marks left by 
it. — In and about Clonmell, the fmall- 
pox was fo very fatal, that above 300 
died of it, rnoftly of the confluent 
kind. Some were at laft prevailed 
upon to give their children Tarwater 
warm, and in plenty, as Mr. Gordon, 
an eminent brewer there, did to 4 or 
5 of his children, who all came off 
very well. This encouraged Mrs. 
Powell to give it to 3 of her children, 
who had it fo favourably, that they 
were hardly fick. Whereas others, 
who were treated in the common way, 
were for the moft part carried off by 
the malignity of the diftctnper ; tho' 
none who took Tarwater mikarried. 

289. The rev. Mr. Skelton, minifter 
of ' Nnvry, made his fon about 1 3 drink 
Tarwater, before he had the fmall- 
pox, and when he was feized with it, 
gave him a wine-glafs of it every 2 
hours, during the diforder ; the child 
was hardly fick, the pock filled very 
well, and left no marks. 

290. Several inftances have been 
communicated by perfons of credit, of 
wonderful and unexpected cures per- 
formed by Tarwater in diforders pe- 
culiar to the female fex at the times of 
their delivery ; alfo in provoking the 
menfes when wanted, and in retrain- 
ing them when immoderate. 

29 T. Several gentlewomen in this 
town, having been troubled with rheu- 
matic pains, oppreffion and load in 
their ftomachs, want of appetite and 
left, ftreightnefs in their chefts, cough, 
and fcorbutical diforders, were cured 
or greatly relieved by Tarwater, tho' 
drank in fmall quantities. Several 

gentlemen were affeftpd the fame 



way, and received the like benefit. 

292. As every city and large town 
in the kingdom can furnifh many in- 
ftances of great and unexpected cures 
performed by Tarwater alone, every 
one may be fatisfied of the truth, who 
will give himfelf the trouble of enquir- 
ing. It has often grieved me, to hear 
of perfons dying of acute diforders, 
which were fuddenly and effectually 
cured by Tarwater, as appears from, 
feveral cafes in this narrative ; See fed. 
80, 101, in, 121, 133, 161, &c. 
234,251-2-3-4-5-6,2601 2: which 
is publilhed that every one may be 
fully apprized of the power of" this 
water, and make trial of it in like 
diforders. 

293. The gentlemen of the faculty 
who are men of fuperior fkill and a- 
bilities, can and will, without doubt, 
apply and improve thefe hints and ex- 
periments. But tho' I am no phyfici- 
an, I may relate matters of fait con- 
cerning the effedis of Tarwater, as 
they were communicated to me by 
gentlemen, or from patients them- 
felves. I have mentioned fome cafes, 
where the names of perfons and places 
are omitted ; but thefe I had from 
gentlemen of integrity and credit, 
whofe letters are now in mycuftody ; 
if any fhould be defirous to know the 
names, or places of abode, that are 
omitted, I fhall, for their private {&• 
tisfa&ion, gratify them. 

REMARKS. 

294. Having clofed my regifler of 
cafes, I fhall beg leave to make some 
Remarks. I. It muft be matter 
of furprize, to find, that in the fpace 
of one year and an half, fuch a num- 
ber and variety of diftempers have 
been cured, or greatly relieved by this 
one medicine. Theufands have re- 
ceived 
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ceived benefit, and daily do receive 
ben -fit in England, Ireland, Holland, 
France, Portugal, and Germany, by the 
ufe of Tarwater. The treatife on it, 
called Sin's, has been tranflated into 
the French, Loiu- Dutch, German and 
Pcriugucje languages, and extracts 
thereof have been pubiifhed in the 
Magazines. (See Gent. Mag. April 
1744.) By fo general a publication, 
the ufe of Tarwater, as a medicine, 
came to be univerfally known, and 
being ilrOngly recommended by the 
author, from his own experiences, for 
the cure of feveral diftempers, many 
were induced to make trial of it, and 
found immediate relief : this encou- 
raged others to make ufe of it alfo for 
•different diforder?, and they received 
the fame benefit. 

295. The efficacy of Tarwater, in 
curing mod kinds of fevers and pleuri- 
fie?, is confirmed by fo many trials, 
that they who are acquainted with this 
practice, think themfelves in little 
danger from fevers ; the larger the 
quantity of Tarwater taken in fevers, 
the fooner the recovery. If but 2 or 
3 quarts a day, the fever may lafl 4 
or 5 days ; but if 4, 5, or 6 quarts, or 
more, be drank warm in 24 hours, the 
fever is quite carried off in a day or 
two. There is no inftance of danger 
or har?n done by any quantity taken ; 
on the contrary, patients in fevers are 
in higher animal fpirits, the more they 
drink, the water parting thro' their 
bodies by urine or perfpiration, as faft 
as it is taken in, and thereby carrying 
off the noxious humours, and venom of 
the diflemper the fooner. The pati- 
ents at the fame time get found fleep, 
and a better appetite than is ufual in 
levers. My correfpondents farther af- 
fwe me, that they never knew an in- 



ftance where warm Tarwater wrt 
given betimes in a fever, and in due 
quantity, that it failed of fuccefs. — 
It is judged, that the greater part of 
grown people die of fome kind of 
fever : therefore, nothing would fave 
more lives, than this water duly pre- 
pared and taken. 

296. II. The next remark I fhall 
make is, on the variety of diftempers 
cured by Tarwater, and even fuch as 
are oppofite in their nafires. This has 
been judged to be impoffible by fome 
who have decried the ufe of Tar- 
water : tho' fact and experience, the 
fureft guides for knowing the force of 
any medicine, are entirely againft 
them, not only in the cafe of Tar- 
water, but of feveral other medicines, 
which frequently produce contrary ef- 
fects in different conftitutions, and 
fometimes in the fame. Some who 
firft wrote and fpoke againft Tar- 
water, at the fame time frankly own- 
ed, that they had never made any 
trial of it. How then could they form 
any judgment of its good or bad qua- 
lities, or expect that others fhould b* 
fwayed by their opinions, when no 
way fupported by experiment. Some 
who were offended to find Tarwater 
recommended for fo many different 
diftempers, for that very reafon were 
for exploding it, as of no ufe in any 
cafe whatfoever ; without confidering 
that whatever corrects and fweetens 
the blood, mends the ftomach, and re- 
moves obftructions, as Tarwater ma- 
nifeftly doth, muft be of ufe in all di- 
ftempers, and thereby affift nature to 
make a perfect cure. 

297. III. The third remark I (hall 
make, is on the fafety of this medi- 
cine. Some phyficians advife and 
prefcribe it j Others fay, that it is 
- - - - — — god* 
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good in many cafes, and that they do 
not find it do harm in any. Some 
fugged, that it is dangerous in inflam- 
matory cafes, by an over- heating qua- 
lity : but the contrary is manifeft, 
from its curing fevers, pleurifiea, 
fmall-pox, and other inflammatory 
diforders, in a fhort fpace of time ; 
and it is fo far from increafing inflam- 
mations, that it wonderfully affuages 
them. Some patients, on drinking 
Tarwater, were immediately feized 
With a vomiting, which much alarmed 
them ; but they foon found that Tar- 
water, by thus difcharging a great 
deal of foul fluff out of their ilomachs, 
gave them immediate relief, and the 
vomiting foon after flopped. Others 
had a purging for a day or two, but it 
foon ceafed, when it had carried off 
the peccant humours, and they re- 
ceived great benefit by the operation. 
Some patients, who were troubled 
with violent fcorbutical diforders, e- 
ruptions, itch, blotches, running fores, 
found, on the drinking Tarwater a 
few days, that their fores, itchings, 
and eruptions grew more troublefome, 
and increafed on the furface of their 
bodies, in greater quantity and vio- 
lence, and then thought Tarwater did 
them harm ; fome v/ere fo imprudent 
as to flop drinking the water, when it 
was doing them all the good imagina- 
ble, by driving from the blood all the 
noxious humours to the lurface of 
the body ; while others, whoperfifted 
in drinking, foon found the fcurvy, 
eruptions, and other blotches on their 
bodies, die away and heal, to their 
great relief. Some, on whom Tar- 
water works by perfpiration, found, 
that it made them coftive, and heated 
them ; upon this, they laid it afide ; 
others, who in the like cafe periifted 
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ter the Tarwater had done its work 
by perfpiration, they returned to their 
natural ftate, and got the relief they 
expected. Nature does not work two 
different ways at the fame time; if it 
works by ftool, perfpiration ceafes for 
the time; if by perfpiration, then the 
other flops. If both thofe channels 
are flopped, there is no way left for 
nature to difcharge the vitiated humors, 
but by urine : and this is the way that 
Tarwater generally operates. Thefe 
are for the moft part the cafes,Where- 
in Tarwater has been imagined to do 
harm, tho" 1 it was doing the greateft 
fervice to the patients. It is true, 
that very bad Tar and Tarwater have 
often been made ufe of, and as true, 
that feveral perfons at the time they 
drank Tarwater, indulged themfelves 
in the ufe of ftrong liquors and fpirits ; 
and therefore, it is no wonder, if they 
did not receive the benefit that other- 
wife they might have got. On the 
whole, I do not find any inftance, 
where Tarwater cuer did any real 
harm ; which cannot be faid of any 
other medicine. 

298. IV. Chronical diforders, 
wherein the whole mafs of blood and 
juices of the body have been long vi- 
tiated, require a length of time and 
patience to effect a cure ; and if they 
be very grievous, the quantity of Tar- 
water to be taken in fuch cafes fhould 
be encreafed from a pint to a quart a 
day, beginning with a noggen or a 
quarter of a pint, to find how it a- 
grees with the ftomach ; and fo con- 
tinuing to drink it often in fmall quan- 
tities ; it being found by experience, 
that the more the patients drink in 
fuch cafes, the fooner they recover. 

299. Scurvies make a great part of 
the ailments of people, in this part of 

H the 
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the World ; and yet we find by the 
many inftances produced in this narra- 
tive that tne worft kinds of them, at- 
tended with running fores, blotches, 
fcuiff, cifV. were perfectly cured by 
Tarwarer,which heals up all the fores, 
End, in fome meafure, embalms Scor- 
butic bodies alive. 

300. Ulcers in the bladder, lungs, 
lirinary pafTages, venereal taints, ul- 
cers on the outward parts, and even 
the king's evil, and icrophulous disor- 
ders, commonly reckoned incurable, 
have yielded to the power of this wa 
ter. (See § 136-7, 177, 178, 211, 
225. ) infomuch, that we have reafon 
to believe, that any king's evil may be 
cured by Tarwater ; if regularly and 
plentifully taken, and the lores anoin- 
ted with the oil fk.imr.ed from the 
Tarwater. 

301. It has cured a!fo fcald heads, 
inveterate itch, and even careers. 

302. Nervous cafes are obftinatej 
yet we find that hyfteric fits, and pal- 
iies have been cured by Tarwater a- 
lone. Mr. Hanging's daughter men- 
tioned feci. 160, /. 30. who could 
neither fpeak nor move a limb in 
No'vemb. laft, is now in March fol- 
lowing perfectly well. A Woman, who 
was troubled with fits for above a 
twelve month, which often returned, 
and cauied her to lie fpeechlefs and 
fenfeief3 a long time together, took 
Tarwater, a quart a day, and has 
bad but one fit in 3 weeks paft, and 
that occafioned by a fright : others, long 
troubled with fits, have had no re 
turn of tbem after drinking freely of 
Tarwater. 

303. Many perfons have been cur- 
ed of diforders in the bowels, colics, 
megrims, inveterate head-achs, agues, 
rheHmatifms, exceffiye thirft, and fix- 



ed pains in fome parts of the body^ 
Others, tortured with exceffive pains, 
Q'< taking Tarwater, difcovered their 
ailment to be the ftone and gravel, 
and were relieved. 

304. Many who laboured under a 
lownefs of fpirits, diforder in their 
ftomachs, want of appetite and fleep .' 

305. Others long afflicted with 
afthmas, fhortnefs of breath, and dif- 
ficulty of breathing, violent coughs, 
wheezing, Stuffings and decays, fore 
throats and fquinancy, have been 
either entirely cured, or greatly re- 
lieved by Tarwater. 

306. As to the gout, fome greatly 
afflicted with it, by the conftant ufe of 
Tarwater, have had no return of their 
fits. Others, on drinking the water, 
found the fame benefit; but by laying 
it afide too foon, or on catching cold 
their fits returned, yet not fo violent 
nor lafting. The fureft way of deal- 
ing with the gout, is not only to drink 
the water before and after, but during 
the whole time of the fit, a quart a 
day, warm, which gives fuch a dif- 
charge by perfpiration or urine, as re- 
lieves nature, and removes the pains. 
But if gentlemen will ufe Strong liquors, 
and high feeding, the fame caufe will 
ftill produce the fame effects. 

307. As to the /mall-pox, with 
which 9 parts in 10 of all people are 
Seized, the great number of negroes 
cured on the coaft of Guinea, feci. 4.2, 
43, and others mentioned feci. 260, 
288, evidently fhew, that Tarwater 
is a fafe and efficacious medicine in 
this fatal diftemper. 

308. But the greatest and moft ufe- 
ful difcovery of this, or perhaps any 
other age, is that of Tarwater's cur- 
ing, fo fuddenly and effectually, all 
forts of fevers, pleurifies, and inflam- 
matory; 
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matory diftempers.whereby two thirds 
of mankind are carried off. 

309. But togiveTarwater fair play, 
due caution mould be had, that 
the water be good in its kind, that 
it be given warm to the patient, 
in bed, at the beginning of the fever, 
half a pint or more every half hour, 
according to the ftrength of the pati- 
ent, 6 or 8 quarts in 24 hours ; and 
no other medicine be taken with it ; 
that care be taken againft catching 
cold ; that when the fever abates, no 
nourifhment be given but what is very 
light and cooling ; and that when the 
fever is gone, the patient keep his bed 
a day or two longer, free from noile 
and people's talking, to prevent a re- 
Japfe. — Patients in fevers cannot drink 
too much Tarwater, there is no danger 
from excefs, the more they drink the 
fooner they are cured ; it hath been 
often obferved, that the heat and 
thirft they have on fuch occafions fo 
reconciles the water to them, that 
they can drink a great quantity with- 
out difgufl ; they have generally a 
great flow of fpirits during the whole 
time they drink, get intervals of fleep, 
and when the fever abates, they have 
commonly keen appetites, which ought 
not to be indulged coo foon or too 
much. It is amazing to fee with what 
fpeed and fuccefs Tarwater, taken co- 
pioufly, as above-mentioned, cures 
the moil violent pleurifies, without 
blifters or medicines, and without 
bleeding, which in common practice 
is exceflive. It is faid, Mr. Hamilton, 
collector at Cvrk, had 150 ounces 
taken from him in a pleuritic diflem- 
per, of which he died. Itisproperto 
repeat and inculcate the advantage of 
being cured by a cordial, rather than 
by evacuations, which at beft leave z 
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patient weak and languishing for years, 
Nothing is fo dangerous as neglect- 
ing the beginnings of fevers. Some 
people are apt to go abroad with fevers 
upon them, which inflames, and ren- 
ders them very dangerous. The beft 
courfe is to go to bed, and drink Tar- 
water, but no fermented or diftilled 
liquors. 

310. Some cannot comprehend it, 
but nothing hinders why Tarwater, 
which drank daily in fmall quantities 
proves a gradual cure for chronical ills, 
may not alfo, if drank in very large 
quantities, prove a fpeedy cure for a- 
cute cafes, fuch as all kinds of fevers. 

311. Seafaring men, whofe lives 
ought to be preferved with the utmofl: 
care, are fubject to many diftempers, 
befides thofe common to other men, 
which they contract by the change 
and inclemency of the weather ir» 
long voyages, by the heat or cold of 
the climate, by great fatigues, fall; 
provifions, clofe fuffocating air in the 
ihips, iffc. which proddce fevers, ca- 
lentures, fcurvies of feveral kinds, ul- 
cers, running fores, loofenefs of their 
teeth, and many other diforder?, for 
which having little or no proyifion of 
medicines, great numbers of them pe- 
rifh miferabiy. Now as experience 
fhews that Tarwater cures thofe dif- 
orders, every fliip fhould have fevera! 
barrels of good Tar, and a veiTel of 
Tarwater always prepared, alfo fpruce- 
beer, which is a great antifcorbutic, 

312. A barrel of Tarwater in every 
hofpital, infirmary, and work houfe, 
fhould alfo (land ready, by which the 
lives of numbers may be faved, and 
great fums in medicines. Tarwater 
is introduced into the hofpitals at Lif- 
ben, with great advantage. And £ 
am inclined to believe, that many of 
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thofe who are lodged in Guy's and o- 
ther hofpitals as incurables, may be 
cured or greatly relieved by Tar wa- 
ter, and fo make room for others to 
be admitted. 

313. Gentlemen who live in the 
country and market-towns, ought, in 
compaffion for their poor tenants and 
neighbours, provide Tarwater, and 
diftribute the fame liberally. 

314. Tarwater is recommended to 
fedentary perfons, as by its diuretic 
quality it greatly prevents head ach, 
bloating, dropfy, flone and gravel. 

3 1 5 . V. In all odd, new and defpe- 
rate cafes, where people are at a lofs 
what to do, it is recommended to try 
Tarwater, which has been found to 
recover perfons from the brink of 
death. 

316. Tarwater is in great vogue at 
Paris. An Irijh phyfician there pre- 
fcribes it to his patients with great 
fuccefs, and has got into good bufinefs 
thereby. — Dr. De Linden, a German 
phyfician, now in London, writes thus, 
1 tny [elf have drank about 25 gallons of 
tarwater, every 24 hours 3 pints, and 
J never found any effetl that tve may 
call aphyjicalbeatin the blood, not-ivith- 
jl ending I am of a very f anguine tem- 
perament, and the leaj} thing occafions 
in me an inflammation. Another fo- 
reign phyfician writes thus : In reality, 
Tarzvater is of fuch a mild nature, 
that it never can inflame, nor create an 
infla?nmation in the blood. 1 have ex- 
perienced it my f elf, and bleffed, thanks 
be to the bifiop of his valuable difco- 
ve/y. 

318. Several ladies, who had re- 
ceived great benefit by Tarwater, at 
the fame time recovered their com- 
plexions and bloom ; fome found it to 
agree belt with them an hour or two 



after eating. An old lady has been 
greatly relieved by drinking,conftant- 
ly every day, no more than one wine- 
glafs in the morning. 

319. Several have been difappoint- 
ed and abufed by bad Tarwater j fuch 
Tarwater, as is of a brown colour, or 
fweetifh flat tafte, is bad ; but they 
who have once drank good Tarwater, 
can eafily diftinguifh the bad, which 
has no fpirit. Liquid tar, which is the 
firft running from the burnt billets, is 
generally the belt. And yet no cer- 
tain judgment can be formed of the 
goodnefs of tar, by the colour or con- 
fijlence, till trial be made, by making 
Tarvjater of it. When a veffel of 
tar has flood long on an end, a fedi- 
ment often falls to the bottom, which 
fhould not be made ufe of for Tar- 
water. 

320. Two phyficians prefcribed the 
bark with Tarwater : but the patients 
found no benefit, till they took the 
Tarwater alone. Some have put a 
drop of the oil of nutmegs to a glafs 
of Tarwater, which made it more 
palatable ; others have added a fmall 
fpoonful of mead, nvhite-tvine, or 
cyder, which made the draught more 
agreeable ; but it is better no fpirits 
fhould be taken with it, or any thing 
elfe that might weaken the virtue. 

321. Thofe whoexpett the whole 
benefit of Tarwater, fhould be very 
temperate in the ufe of ftrong liquors 
fermented or diftilled. They weaken 
the powers of Tarwater, which of 
itfelf is a fufiicient cordial, which a- 
nimates the heart without difordering 
the brain, and is an antidote againft 
cold, fatigue, and thirfl. It may 
therefore be of ufe in our armies and 
fleets. 

322. They who railed againft Tar- 

water 
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water on the firft publication of Siris, 
infilled that particular cafes, with all 
their circumftances, fiiould have been 
exhibited to the publick, that they 
might examine into the truth, and be 
better able to judge of the effects of 
this water. The names of perfons, 
who were alledged as inflances of the 
virtues thereof, were not mentioned 
in Siris* On this omiffion they tri- 
umphed, and treated the whole with 
ridicule. But this narrative fufficient- 
ly fupplies that defect, and is the bell 
anfwer to all their objections, which 
are directly againft matter of fact. 

323. It is very probable that I 
fhall be condemned by fome, for be- 
ing fo greatly poffeffed in favour of 
Tarwater. I own I am, but it is for 
the belt reafon in the world. I am 
fully convinced of its efficacy. If 
there are any, who have doubts, they 
may repair, or write to the patients 
themfelves, whofe names and places of 
abode are herein mentioned for that 
very purpofe, and be fully fatisfied of 
the truth of all, or any of the cafes 
herein related, which it would have 
been very wrong, and even criminal 
in me to have fupprefled. 

324. The variety of thefe cafes 
will direct any perlon where to find 
a cure in particular diforders, for 
which they might not other wife think 
of Tarwater. 

325. After the foregoing fheets 
were printed off, the following cafes 
came to my knowledge. 

326. Martha S>uarle, about II 
years old,novv living in Dolphins-barn- 
lane, foon after the hard froll was af- 
flicted with running fores, and holes 
in one of her hands and arms, and 
under one of her eyes, which con- 
tinued to increafe, infomuch that it 
infected her upper jaw ; fhe was fent 



to Mercers hofpital, where fhe flayed 
three weeks, and the fore under her 
eye was a little healed ; but in a fort- 
night after fhe left the hofpital, it 
broke out again, and a fplinter of a 
bone came off from her hand. In 
1 744 her parents gave her Tarwater, 
half a pint a day, and applyed a 
plaifler of tar to all the fores, and a 
large tent covered with the plaifler to 
the hole under her eye : in a little 
time, a large piece of her jawbone, 
with fome of her teeth, came off, and 
by drinking the water, and applying 
the plaiflers for near 3 months, all her 
fores healed, and fhe perfectly reco- 
vered, and continues well. 

327. Wm Murray, 12 years old, 
fon of Matthew Murray, in Black- 
horfe lane, had running fores in his 
hands and legs foon after the great 
frofl, fo that he was not able to itir a 
foot, and had great pains in his head 
for a year. The boy drank Tarwa- 
ter, which in a fortnight's time car- 
ried off the pains, and then applied the 
Tar plaifler to the fores a little before 
lafl Chrijimas, whereby all the fores 
are healed up, leaving marks in his 
arm. He flill drinks Tarwater, and 
finds himfelf very hearty. 

328. A gentlewoman, aged 21 years, 
from 3 years old had a running evil in 
one of her hands, and her jaws. She 
was at the waters of Loughleah, and 
long under the care of furgeons with-' 
out benefit. Splinters of bone came 
from her hands. In 1744 fh? drank 
Tarwater in fmall quantities, and ap- 
plied the plaifler of Tar, which in 4 
months time healed them up, and fhe 
is now perfectly well. 

329. James Moony, fhoe- maker, in 
Stafford-Jlreet : in the winter after the 
great froft, was afflicted with running 

fore? tt 
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fores,which broke out in his left- hand, 
and in his back, and difabled him 
from following his trade, and for 
which he tryed many things without 
any benefit. He attended at the in- 
firmary on the Inns-quay ,for 2 months, 
where many furgeons pra&ifed upon 
him ; but got no relief, and was at 
laft told by them, that there was no 
ether remedy than to cut off his hand 
above the wiift : upon which, he at- 
tended no more. But in Auguft 1745, 
he was advifed to drink Tarwater ; 
which he did for 2 months, about a 
pint a day, and vvafhed the fores with 
the fame liquor, and the effect was, 
that the fores began to heal in the fe- 
cond month, and moft of them were 
healed up in the end of that month, 
and he recovered his appetite and 
fpirits, and then laid afide Tarwater, 
before he was perfe&ly cured, having 
2 fmall lores not quite healed ; but he 
has began to drink it again, and finds 
himfelf much bet;er, and hopes to 
perfect his cure in a little time. 

330. It is probable thefe 4 patients 
would have been fooner cured, if they 
had takenTarwater in greater plenty; 
half a pint a day was too little : in 
fuch grievous cales, a quart a day 
fhouid have been taken, which might 
have recovered the patients in half the 
time, as \vefindin_/f^249, 250, 251, 
255, and the water fhouid not be 
laid afide,till they were perfectly cured. 

331. In fome hofpitals, were pa- 
tients have had their hands, arms, or 
legs, fwollen 2nd inflamed with terri- 
ble running fores, which ate into the 
bones, and which could not be cured 
by any of their medicines, the fur- 
geons well fkill'd in fuch cafes, for 
fear of a gangrene or mortification, 
fometimes cut off the limb ; which, 
if it doth not end with the death of 



the patient, reduces him at leaft to 
want and beggary. Several patients 
mentioned in this narrative, were con- 
demned to the knife, as the only meam 
to fave their lives, yet they were af- 
terwards recovered by theufe of Tar- 
water, and perfectly reftored to the 
ufe of their limbs, without amputa- 
tion : and it is to be hoped that, for 
the future, we fhall hear but little of 
a practice fo fhocking to nature, fince 
we find that Tarwater not only pre- 
vents thofe ailments from coming to 2 
dangerous height, but cures them 
when they do. Whereas when the 
whole vials of blood is corrupted, the 
cutting off a limb will fcarce cure the 
corruption , which will be apt to break 
out in fome other part. 

332. The murrain, which rages 
among the horned cattle, appears by 
its fymptoms to be a kind of fever ; it 
is recommended that Tarwater be try- 
ed in the following manner: " Let the 
" fick beaft have poured down its 
" throat a quart of warm Tarwater, 
" made ftronger than ufual, by ftir- 
" ring each gallon 8 or 10 minutes, 
" and this to be repeated every hour 
" or two for the firft day, while the 
" beaft is awake. On the fecond,let 
w one half of the former quantity be 
" given, and on the third day, half 
" of that which was given on the fe- 
" cond : which laft quantity is to be 
" continued till the cure is perfected} 
" during which time, the beaft fhouid 
" behoufed, and lie warm. " I have 
no experience of the fuccefs of this 
method, as there is no infedlion of 
that kind in this kingdom,but recom- 
mend it from the analogous effects that 
Tarwater hath in curing fevers and 
infections. 

333. I fhall add only the two fol- 
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^Letter to Thomas Prior, Efq\ from the 
author <?/* Siris ; containing fome further 
remarks on the virtues 0/* Tarwater, and 
the methods for preparing and ufing it, 

Non fibi, fed toti. 
Nothing is mote difficult and di [agreeable, than to argue men out of their 
prejudices j 1 fhall not, therefore, enter into controverfees on this fubj eel, hut if 
men di/pute and objefl, Jball leave the declfion to time and trial. S i R i s, (eft .68. 

I* A MONG the great numbers who drink Tarwater in Dublin, your 
J~\ letter informs me, there are fome that make or ufe it in an undue 
manner. To obviate thefe inconveniences, and render this water as general- 
ly ufeful as poflible, you defire I would draw up fome general rules and 
remarks in a fmall compafs, which accordingly I here fend you. 

2. Po»r a gallon of cold water on a quart of liquid tar, in a glazed earthen 
veffel ; ftir, mix and work them thoroughly together, with a wooden ladle, 
or fiat flick, for the fpace of 5 or 6 minutes. Then let the veffel Hand clofe 
covered three days and nights, that the tar may have full time to fubfide. Af- 
ter which having firft carefully fkimmed it, without moving the veffel, pour 
off the clear water, and keep it in bottles, wellcork'd, for ufe : this method 
will produce a liquor ftronger than that firft publifhed in Siris, but not offenfive 
if carefully fkimmed. It is a good general rule, but as ftomachs and confti- 
tutions are various, it may admit of fome latitude. Lefs water, or more ftir- 
ring, makes it ftronger, as more water, or lefs ftirring, rrjakes it weaker. It 
is to be noted, that if feveral gallons are made at once in the fame veffel, you 
xnuft add 5 or 6 minutes ftirring for every gallon. Thus two gallons of wa- 
ter, and 2 quarts of tar, require 1 o or 12 minutes ftirring. 

3. The fame tar will not do fo well a fecond time, but may fervefor other 
common ufes : the putting off tar that hath beenufed, for frefh tar, would be 
a bad fraud. To prevent which, it is to be noted, that tar already ufed is of 
a lighter brown than other tar. The only tar that I have ufed, is that from 
our northern colonies in America, and that from Norway ; the latter being 
thinner, mixeth eafier with water, and feems to have more fpirit. If the for- 
mer be made ufe of (as I have known it with good fuccefs) the Tarwater will 
require longer ftirring to make it. 

4. Tarwater, when right, is not paler than French, nor deeper coloured 
than Spanifb white-wine, and full as clear ; if there be not a fpirit very fenfi- 
bly perceived in drinking, you may conclude the Tarwater is not good ; if 
you would have it good, fee it made yourfelf. Thofc who begin with it, lit- 
tle and weak, may, by habit, come to drink more and ftronger. According 
to the fcafon, or the humour of the patient, it may be drank either cold or 

warm : 
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warm : in colics I take it to be beft warm. If it difgufts a patient warmi 
let him try it cold, and vice verfa. If at iirft it creates, to fome fqueamifh 
perfons, a little ficknefs at ftomach, or naufeating, it may be reduced both in 
quality and quantity. In general, fmall inconveniencies are either removed, 
or borne with fmall trouble ; it lays under no reftraint, as to air, exercife, 
deaths, or diet, and may be taken at all times of the year. 

5. As to the quantity in common chronical indifpofitions, one pint of Tarwa- 
ter a day may fuffice, taken on an empty ftomach, at 2 or 4 times, to wit^ 
night and morning, and about 2 hours after dinner and breakfaft j more may 
be taken by ftrong ftomachs. Alteratives in general, taken in fmall dofes, 
and often, mix beft with the blood ; how oft, or how ftrong each ftomach 
can bear, experience will fhew. But thofe who labour under great and in~ 
•veterate maladies, muft drink a greater quantity, at leaft one quart every 24 
hours, tnken at 4, 6, or 8 glafles, as beft fuits the circumftances and cafe of 
the drinker. All of this clafs muft have much patience and perfeverance in 
theufe of this, as well as of all other medicines, which, if fure and fafe, muft 
yet, from the nature of things, be flow in the cure of inveterate chronical 
diforders. In acute cafes, fevers, of all kinds,it muft be drank in bed nvarm,and 
in great quantity, (the fever ftill enabling the patient to drink) perhaps a pint 
every hour, which I have known to work furprifing cures. But it works fo 
quick, and gives fuch fpirits, that the patients often think themfelves cured 
before the fever hath quite left them. Such therefore fhould not be impa- 
tient to rife, or apply themfelves too foon to bufinefs, or their ufual diet. 

6. To fome, perhaps, it may feem, that a flow alterative in chronical cafes, 
cannot be depended on in fevers and acute diftempers, which demand imme- 
diate relief. But I affirm, that this fame medicine, which is a flow alterative 
in chronical cafes, 1 have found to be alfo a moil immediate remedy, when 
copioufly taken, in acute and inflammatory cafes. It might indeed be thought 
rafh to have tried it in the moil threatening fevers and pleurifies without 
bleeding, which in the common practice would have been held neceflary. 
But for this I can fay, that I have patients who would not be bled, and this 
obliged me to make trials of Tarwater without bleeding, which trials I never 
knew unfuccefsful. The fame Tarwater I found a jlovu alterative, and a 
fudden febrifuge. If the reader is furprized, I own myfelf to be fo too. 
But truth is truth, and from whatever hand it comes, fhould be candidly re- 
ceived. If phyficians think they have a right to treat of religious matters, I 
think I have an equal right to treat of medicine. 

7. Authority I have no pretence to ; but reafon is the common birth* 
right of all : my reafons I have given in Siris : my motives every one will 
interpret from his own breaft; but he muft ownhimfelf a very bad man, who, 
in my cafe, (that is, after long experience, and under full conviction of the 
virtues and innocence of Tarwater) would not have done as much. All 
men are, I will not fay allowed, but obliged to promote the common be- 
nefit; and for this end, what I could not in confeience conceal, that I do, and 
fhall publickly declare, maugre all the fpleen and raillery of a world, which 
cannot treat me worfe than it hath done mv betters. ' 2 As 
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8. As the morning's draught is moll difficult to nice ftomachs, fuch may 
leffen, or even omit it, at the beginning, or rather poflpone it till after break - 
faft, and take a larger dofe at night. The diflance from meal time need noC 
be more than one hour, for common ftomachs, when the liquor is well cla- 
rified and fkimmed. 7 he oil that floats on the top, and was fkimmed off,' 
fbould be carefully laid by, and kept for outward fores. In the varietv of 
cafes and conftitutions, it is not amifs that there fhould be different makers 
of preparing and taking Tarwater : trial will direct to the beft. Whether 
there be any difference between old tar, or new tar, or which of all the 
various tars, produced from different trees, or in different parts of the world, 
is moft medicinal, future trials muffc determine. 

9. I have made a fecond fort of Tarwater, to be ufed externally, as a wafii 
or lotion, for the itch, /cabs, ulcers, evil, leprofy,znc\ all fnch foul cafes, which. 
I have tried with very good fuccefs, and recommend it to the trial of others. 
For inveterate cafes of that kind, Tarwater ihould be drank, a quart every 
24 hours, at 4, 6, or 8 glaffes ; and after this hath been done, at leaf! for 
a fortnight, the lotion is to be applied outwardly, and warm, by bathing, fo- 
menting, and fleeping, and this feveral times in the 24 hours, to heal and 
dry up the fores, the drinking being ftill continued. This water, for exter- 
nal ufe, is made in the following manner : pour 2 quarts of hot boiling wa- 
ter on a quart of tar, ftir and work it ftrongly, with a fiat flick, or ladle, 
for a full quarter of an hour j let it fland 6 hours, then pour it off, and keep 
it c'ofe covered for ufe. It may be made weaker or ilronger, as there is 
occafion. 

10. From what I have obferved of the lotion, I am inclined no think, it 
may be worth while, in objlinate and cutaneous ailmm/s, hprofy, and iv> . 

of limbs, to try a bath of Tarwater ; allowing a gallon of tar to every 10 
gallons of boiling hot water ; flirring the ingredients a full half hour ; fuf- 
fering the vefi'el to fland 8 or 10 hours, before the water is poured off, and 
ufing the bath a little more than milk-warm. This experiment may bs 
made in different proportions of tar and water. In Dublin many cafes oc- 
cur for trial, which are not to be met with in the country. 

n. My experiments have been made in various cafes, and on many cer- 
fons ; and I make no doubt its virtues will foon be more fully difcovered, as 
Tarwater is now growing into general ufe, tho' not without that oppofitioa 
wheh usually attends upon novelty. The great objection I find made to 
this medicine is, that it promifes too much. What ! fay the objectors, do 
you pretend to a Panacea ? a thing ftrange, chimerical, and contrary to the 
opinion and experience of all mankind. Now, to fpeak crat, and ;:ive this 
objection, or queflion, a direct: anfwer, I freely own, mat I fafpett Tarwater 
is a Panacea. I may be miflaken, but it is worth trial ; for the chance of fo> 
great and general benefit, I am willing to fland the ridicule of proposing it. 
And as the old philofopher cried aloud, from the houfe top?, to his feiJow 
citizens, educate vour children; fo, I confefs, if 1 had a fitusttion high eno 
and a voice loud enough, I would cry out to all valetudinarians upon can 1 
drink Tarwater. I X 2 . Having 
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. 12. Having thus frankly owned the charge, I ttuft explain to you, that 
by a panacea is not meant a medicine which cures all Individuals ( this cOnfifts 
not with mortality but a medicine that cures or relieves all the different 
Ipecies of diftempers : and if God hath given us fo great a bleffing, and made 
a medicine fo cheap and plenty as Tar, to be withal fo universal in its ef- 
fects, to eafe the miferies of human life, (hall men be ridiculed or bantered 
cat of its ut'e, efpecially when they run no rifque in the trial ? For J can truly 
ajfirm, that 1 never knenv any harm attend it, more than fometimes a little 
fcaufea, which if the liquor be well cleared, fkimmed and bottled, need not, 
I think, be apprehended. 

13. It muft be owned I have not had opportunities of trying it myfeff in 
all cafes, neither will 1 undertake to demonftrate a priori, that Tarwater is 3 
panacea. But yet, methinks, I am not quite deftitute of probable reafons, 
which, joined to what facts I have obferved, induced me to entertain fuch a 
fufpicion. 

14. I knew Tar was ufed to preferve cattle from contagion ; and this may 
be fuppofed to have given rife to that practice of drinking Tarwater for a 
prefervative againft the /mall pox. But as the Tarwater ufed for that pur- 
pofe was made by mixing equal quantities of tar and water, it proved a mod 
offenfive potion ; befides, as a frefh glafs of water was put in for each glafs 
that was taken out, and this, for many days, on the fame Tar, it followed 
that the water was not equally impregnated with the fine volatile fpirit, 
tho' all alike ftrongly faturated with grofs particles. 

15. Having found this naufeous draught very ufeful againft the fmaU-pox, 
to as many as could be prevailed on to take it, I began to confider the na^ 
ture of Tar. I reflected that Tar is a balfam flowing from the trunks of 
aged ever- greens ; that it refills putrefaction ; that it hath the virtues of tur- 
pentine, which, in medicine, are known to be very great and manifold } but I 
obferved withal, that turpentines, or balfams, are very offenfive in the taking: 
I therefore confidered diftinctly the feveral conftituent parts of balfams ; 
which were thofe, wherein the medicinal virtues refided, and which were to 
be regarded rather as a vifcous matrix, to receive, arreft,and retain the more 
volatile and active particles ; and if thefe laft could be fo feparated and dif- 
engaged from the grofler purts, as to impregnate a clear and potable liquor, 
I concluded, that fuch liquor muft prove a medicine of great force, and ge- 
neral ufe. 1 confidered, that nature was the beft chymift and preparer of 
medicines, and that the fragrance and flavour of Tar argued very active 
qualities and virtues. 

16. I had, of a long time, entertained an opinion, agreeable to the fenti- 
ments of many ai'tient philofophers, That fire may be regarded as tbt animal 
Jpirit of th's mifibk world. And it feemed to me, that the attracting and fe- 
creting of this fire in the various pores, tubes, and ducts of vegetables, did) 
iropa. t 'heir fpecifick virtues to each kind ; that this fame light, or fire, was 
the mmediate inftrumental or phyfical caufe of fenfe and motion, and con- 
sequently of life and health to animals ; that oa ittoupt of this folar light. 

©r 
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or fire, Phcehus was, in the ar.tient mythology, reputed the god of medicine ? 
which light, as it is leifurely introduced, and fixed in the vifcid juice of old 
firs and pines, fo the fetting it free in part, that is, the changing its vifcid for 
a volatile vehicle, which may mix with water, and convey it throughout the 
habit copioufly and inoffenfively, would be of infinite ufe in phyfick, extend- 
ing to all cafes whatfoever, inafmuch as all diftempeps are, in effect, a ftruggle 
between the vis vita and the peculiar miafma, or fames morbi ; and nothing 
ftrengthens nature, or lends fuch aid and vigour to life as a cordial which. 
doth not heat. 

17. The folar light, in great quantity, during the fpace of many fucceffiva 
years, being attracted and detained in the juice of antient ever- greens, doth 
form and lodge itfelf in an oil fo fine and volatile, as fhall mix well with 
water, and lightly pafs the prima via, and penetrate every part and capillary 
of the organical fyftem, when once exempt and freed from the groffer 
naufeous refin. It will not therefore feem unreafonable, to whoever is ac- 
quainted with the medicinal virtues of turpentine in fo many different dif- 
tempers, for which it hath been celebrated both by antient and modern phy- 
ficians, and withal reflects on the naufea,pr clog, that prevents their full ope- 
ration and efFed on the human body ; it will not, I fay, feem unreafonable 
to fuch a one to fuppofe, that, if this fame clog were removed, numberlefs 
Cures might be wrought in a great variety of cafes. 

18. The defideratum was, bow to feparate the a&ive particles from the 
heavy vifcid jubilance, which ferved to attract and retain them, and fo to 
order matters, that the vehicle of the fpirit mould not, on the one hand, be 
volatile enough to efcape, nor on the other, grofs enough to offend. For 
the performing of this, I have found a mod eafy, fimple, and effectual me- 
thod, which furnifhed a potable inoffenfive liquor, clear and fine as the beft 
white-wine, cordial and flomachic, to he kept bottled, as being endued with 
a very fenfible fpirit, tho' not fermented. 

19. I tried m^ny experiments as to the quantity ef water, and the time 
of ftirring and (landing, in order to impregnate and clarify it, and, after all, 
fixed on the forementioned receipt, as the moll generally ufeful for making 
this falutiferous liquor well impregnated, and not ofrenfive to commoa 
ftomachs, and even drank with pleafure by many : in which the moft medi- 
cinal and aflive particles, that is, the native falts and volatile oil of th« bal- 
fam, being difentangled and feparated from its grofs oil and vifcous refin, do, 
combined together, form a fine balfamic and vegetable foap^ which not only 
can pafs the ftomach and Prima via, but alfo infmuate itfelf into the minuteft 
capillaries, and freely pervade the whole animal fyftem ; and that in fuch 
full proportion and meafure, as fuiteth every cafe and conflitution. 

20. The foregoing general confiderations put me upon making expert 
ments in many various and unlike cafes, which otherwife I flioukl never 
have thought of doing, and the fuccefs anfwered my hopes. Philoto- 
phical principles led me to make fafe trials, and on thofe trials is founded my 
camion of the falutary virtues of Tanvater j which virt ;es are recomm 

frqoi, 
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from, and depend on, experiments and matters of faft, and neither ftand nop 
fall with any theories or fpeculative principles whatever, Howbeit, thofe 
theories, as I faid, enlarged my viewt of this medicine, led me to a greater 
variety of trial?, and thereby engendered and nourifhed my fufpicion, that it 
is a panacea. I have been the ir.ore prolix in thefe particulars, hoping that, 
to as many as fhall candidly weigh and confider them, the high opinion I 
conceive of this medicine, will not feem altogether an effeft of vain prepof- 
fefiion, or blind empiric rafhnefs, but rather the refuk of free thought and 
enquiry, and grounded on my belt reafon, judgment, and experience. 

21. Thofe who have only the good of mankind at heart, will give this 
medicine fair play ; if there be any who aft from other motives, the publick 
will look iharp and beware. To do juftice to Tarwater, as well as to thofe 
•who drink it, regard muft be had to the particular ftrength and cafe of the 
patients. Grievous or inveterate maladies muft not be treated as common 
cafes. I cured a horrible cafe, a gangrene in the blood, which had broke out 

'in feveral /am, and threatened fpeedy death, by obliging the perfon to drink 
nothing but this liquor for feveral weeks, as much and as often as his ftomach. 
would bear. Common fenfe will direct a proportionable conduft in the 
other cafes. But this muft be left to the confeience and difcretion of the 
givers and takers. 

22. After all that can be faid, it is moft certain, that a panacea founds odd, 
and conveys fomevvhat fhocking to the ear and fenfe of moft men, who ar<? 
vent to rank the univerfal medicine with the philofophers ftone, and the 
fquaring of the circle ; whereof the chief, if not fole reafon, I take to be, 
that it is thought incredible, the fame thing fhou!d produce contrary effects, 
as it muft do, if it cures oppofite diltempers. And yet this is no more than! 
every day's experience verifies. Milk, for inftance, makes fome coftive, and 
others laxative : This regards the poffibility of a panacea in general ; as for 
Tarwater in particular, I do not fay it is a panacea, I only fufpeB it to be 
fo. — Time and tryal will fnew. 

23^ But I am moft fincerely perfuaded, from what I have already feen 
and tried, that Tarwater may be drank with great fafety and fuccefs, for the 
cure or relief of molt, if not all difeafes ; of ulcers, itch, feald- heads, lepnffL 
kings- evil, cancers, the foul difeafe, and all foul cafes ; Jewries of all kinds,' 
diforders of the lungs, fotnach, and bowels, in rheumatic, gouty and nephritic 
ailments, megrims, inveterate head-achs, epilepfm, pleurifies, peripnuemomes, 
tryfpelas, fmall-pox, all kinds of fevers, colics, hyfieric and all nervous cafes ; 
obftrupibm, dropfies, decoys, and other maladies. Note that for agues it fhould 
be drank warm, and often, in imall glafies, both in and out of the fit, and 
continued for feveral days to prevent a relapfe. Nor is it of ufe only in the 
cure offuknrfs, it is alfo ufeful to pnferve health, and guard againjl irfcclion, 
and in fome me a jure even againji old age, as it gives lafiing fpirfts, and invigo- 
rates the blood. I am even induced, by the nature and analogy of things, and 
its wonderful fuccefs in fevers of all kinds, to think that Tarwater may be 
very ufeful againft the pbgue, both as a preftrvative and a cure. 

24, But 
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24. But I doubt no medicine can withftand that execrable plague of dijlilled 
/pints, which do all, without exception, ( there being a cauftic and coagulat- 
ing quality in all diftilled fpirits, whatever the fubjefl or ingredients may be ) 
operate as a flow poifon, preying on the vitals, and wafting the health and 
ftrength of body and foul ; which peft of human kind is, I am told, gaining 
ground in this country, already too thin of inhabitants. Jam &c. 

A Sec 07i d Letter from the Author of Sir is, 
to Thomas Prior, Efq\ 

!• "\70UR attention to whatever promotes the publick good of your coun- 
X try, or the common benefit of mankind, having engaged you in a 
particular enquiry concerning the virtue- and effefls of Tar water, you are 
entitled to know, what farther difcoveries, obfervations and reflections I have 
made on that fubjecl. 

2. Tarwater, in the feveral editions of 57m, hath been directed to be 
made by ftirring 3, 4, 5, or 6 minutes, a gallon of water, and a quart of tar. 
Bur although it feem bell made, for general ufe, within thofe limits, yet the 
ftomach of the patient is the beft rule, whereby to direft the ftrength of the 
water ; with a little more ftirring, 6 quarts of good Tarwater may be made 
from one of Tar ; and with 8 minutes ftirring, I have known a gallon of 
Tarwater produced from fecor.d hand Tar, which proved a good remedy in 
a very bad f^ver, ivhen letter Tar cculd not be had. For the ufe of travellers, 
a Tarwater may be made very ftrong, for inftance, with 1 quart of water,' 
and a quart of Tar, ftirred together for the {pace of 20 minutes. A bottle 
pi this may ferve long on a road, a little being put to each glafs of common 
water, more or lefs, as you would have it ftronger or weaker. Near 10 
years ago, a quart of about this ftrength was given to an old woman, to be 
taken at one draught by direction of a young lady, who had confulted one 
in my family, about the method of preparing and giving Tarwater, which 
yet fhe happened to miftake. But even thus, it did fervice in the main, 
though it wrought the patient violently all manner of ways. Which {hews, 
that errors and exceffes in Tarwater, are no: fo dangerous, as in other me- 
dicines. 

3. The beft Tar, I take to be that, which is vwfi liquid, cr firfi running 
from the billets of fir or pine, which grew on the mountains : it hath a 
greater fhare of thofe antifcorbutic vegetable juices, which are contained not 
only in the leaves and tender tops, but in all parts of the wood ; and thefq. 
together with the /alts of ivood/oot, being in the compofition of Tar fuper- 
added to turpentine, render Tarwater a medicine, if I am not milTaken, 
much more extenfive and efficacious, than any tha: can be obtained from 
turpentine alone. 

4. The virtues of the wood juices (hew themfelves in fpruce beer, made 
of molafle?, and the black fpruce fir in the northern parts of America ; and 

the 
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the young (hoots of our common fpruce-fir have been put to malt-liquor in 
my own family, and make a very wholfome drink. 

5. Tarwater feldom fails to cure, or relieve, when rightly made of good 
Tar, and duly taken. I fay, of good Tar, becaufe the vile practice of adul- 
terating Tar, or of felling the dregs of Tar, or ufed Tar for frefh, is grown 
frequent, to the great wrong of thofe who take it. Whoever hath been 
ufed to good Tarwater, can readily difcern the bad by its flat tafte, void of 
that warm cordial quality found in the former ; it may alfo be expedient for 
knowing frefh Tar, to obferve, whether a fat oily /cum floats on the top of 
the water, tvbicb is found to be much lefs, if any at all, on the fecond making 
of Tarwater. 

6. This medicine of Tarwater vvorketh various ways, by urine, by per- 
fpiration, as a fudorific, carminative, cardiac, aftringent, detergent, rejloratwe, 
alterative, and fometimes as a gentle purgative or emetic, according to the cafe 
cr conftitution of the patient, or to the quantity that is taken ; and its ope- 
ration fhould not be diflurbed. I knew 2 brothers ill of a fever about the 
fame time ; it wrought on the one by copious fweating, on the other altoge- 
ther by urine ; and I have known it to aft at different times differently, even 
on the fame perfon, and jn the fame diforder ; one while as a diaphoretic > 
or (udorific, another as a diuretic. Its general character is diuretic, which fhews, 
that it cleanfeththe urinary pafTages, preventing thereby both fione and gravely 
againft which it hath been found very ufeful, and much fafer than mineral 
waters, by reafon of its balfamic healing quality. 

7. Tarwater doth recover and impart vital heat, but imparts no inflaming 
heat. I have feen a wonderful cure wrought on a child about 8 years old, 
and paft all hopes, by pouring feveral fpoonfuls of Tarwater down his throat, 
as he lay quite fubdued by a mod violent fever, without any appearance of 
fenfe or motion, the noftrils drawn back, the eyes fixed, the complexion 
deadly wan. And yet Tarwater, forced down by fpoonfuls, feem'd to kindle 
up life anew; and this after fage- tea, faffron, milk water, venice-treacle, 
&c had been ufed without any fuccefs. 

8. This is of itfelf a fufficient cordial, friendly and congenial to the vital 
heat and fpirits of a man. If therefore ftrong liquors are in the accuftomed 
quantity fuperadded, the blood being already, by Tarwater, fufhciently 
warmed for vital heat, the ftrong liquors fuperadded will be apt to over-heat 
it, which overheating is not to be imputed to the Tarwater, fince, taken 
alone, I could never obferve it attended with that fymptom. 

9. And tho' it may be no eafy matter to perfuade fuch as have long in- 
dulged themfelves in the free ule of ftrong fermented liquors and filled fpirits, 
to forfake their pernicious habits ; yet I am myfelf thoroughly perfuaded, 
that in vitaknt/s or fatigue of body, or in lovu fpirits, Tarwater alone doth 
far furpafs all thofe vulgarly efleemed cordials, which heat and intoxicate, 
and which coagulate the fluids, and, by their cauftic force, dry up, ftiffen, 
and deftroy the fine veflels and fibres of the unhappy drinkers, ohltrufting 
the fecretions, impairing the animal functions, producing various diforders, 

and 



to Thomas Prior, Efq$ 71 

and bringiag on the untimely fymptoms of old age. Nothing doth fo much 
ebflrucl the good effefis of Tarwater, as the abufe of flrong liquors. Where 
this is avoided, it feems no chronical malady can keep its ground, ox (land 
before Tarwater conftantly and regularly taken, not even hereditary diftem- 
pers, as the moft inveterate kings-evil, nor even the moft Confirmed gout ; pro- 
vided it be drank a quart a day, at fix or 8 glaffes, and at all feafons, both 
in and out of the fit, and that for[a great length Of time, the longer the better. 
It Is to be noted, that in fits of the gout, colic, or fever, it fhould be always 
drank wartn. On other occafions, warm or cold, as the patient likes. 

id. The inference I make is, that thofe who expett health from Tarwater, 
have lefs need of any other cordial, and would do well to facrifice fome part 
of their pleafure to their health. At the fame time I will venture to affirm, 
that a fever produced either from hard drinking, or any other caufe, is moll 
effectually and fpeedily fubdued, by abftaining from all other cordials, and 
plentifully drinking of Tarwater : for it warms the cold, and cools the hot ; 
Simple water may cool, but this, at the fame time that it cools, gives life and 
fpirit. It is, in truth, a fpeciflc for all kinds of fevers ; the fame medicine, 
which is a leifurely alterative in chronical diforders, being taken in larger 
quantities, is a fpeedy cure in acute ones. 

i 1 . Thofe who, without knowledge or experience of Tarwater, have 
been fo a&ive and earneft to difcredit its virtues, have much to anfwer for, 
efpecially with regard to acute inflammatory diftempen, in which it doth won- 
ders. It is in thofe diforders, fo fatal and frequent, that I have had moft 
opportunities of obferving its virtues, nor can the world ever know the juft 
value of this medicine, but by trying it in the like cafes. 

12. When patients are given over, and all known methods fail, it is al- 
lowed to try new remedies. If Tarwater was tried in fuch cafes, I do verily 
believe, that many patients might thereby be refcued from the jaws of death : 
particularly, I would recommend the tryal of it, in the moft malignant and 
deff crate fevers Or f mall fox, attended with purple, livid, or black /pots. It is 
my fincere opinion, that warm Tar-water, drank copioufly, may often prove 
falutary, even in thofe deplorable cafes. 

13. My opinion is grounded on its fingular virtues in correcting, fweeten- 
ing, and invigorating the blood, and in curing cancers and gangrens, or be- 
ginning mortifications, fuch as thofe fpots do indicate. I have lately known 
it drunk with good fuccefs in a very painful and unpromifing wound ; and 
am perfuaded, that if it were drank plentifully, during the drefling of all 
forts of dangerous wounds, it might affwage the anguifh, and forward the cure ; 
as it abates feverifh fymptoms, and by rendering the blood balfamic, and dil- 
pofing the parts to heal, prevents a gangrene. 

14. Tar itfelf is an excellent medicine, being fpread on a cloth, and ap- 
plied warm to an ulcer or wound. I have known the fame applied to a 
very large and painful tumour, caufed by a fprain or bruife, fpeedily affwage 
the pain, and reduce the fwelling. I may add, that tar (mixed with homy 
80 make it lefs offcafive, and) taken inwardly, is aa admirable balfam for the 
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lungs ; and a little of this, taken together with Tarwater, haftens its effefl 
in curingthe moil obfLnate and waiting coughs ; and an egg fhell full oi tar, 
i wallowed and vvafhed down with a quart oVTariuater, night and morning, 
hath been found very ufeful for the fame diforder in Borjes. 

15. Sitting over the vapour of the heated lotion, defcribed in my former 
letter, is excellent in the cafe of piles or fijlula ; efpecially if fomenting with 
the faid lotion be added, as alfo anointing with the oil fcummed from the top 
of Tarwaier. Tarwater hath been fnuffed up the noftrils, with good fuc- 
cefs, for a great heavinefs of the head and drovsf.nefs. It is a very uieful wafh 
for weak) dry, or itching eyes ; an excellent prefervative for the teeth and 
gums ; alio a good drink and gargle for a fore throat ; I may add, that I 
have known it fucceed in cafes where it has been tried without hopes of fuc- 
cefs, particularly in deafnefs. I have known life fuilained many days toge- 
ther, only by drinking of Tarwater, without any other nouriihment, and 
without any remarkable diminution of ftrength or fpirit ; it may therefore 
be of lingular ufe, and fave many lives in thediftrefs of famine at fea, or in 
Ceges, and in feaions of great fcarcity. The virtue of Tarwater flowing like 
the Nile* from a fecret and occult fource, brancheth into innumerable chan- 
nels, conveying health and relief, wherever it is applied ; nor is it more eaiy 
and various in its ufe, than copious in quantity. How great havock, is made 
by the /mall pox, raging like a plague, in Nevj. England, and other parts of 
America, which yet abound with tar ! and how many thoufand failors, in all 
parts of the world, are rotting by the [curvy with their remedy at hand ! 

16. Many in this Town of Cloyne have, by the copious drinking of Tar- 
water alone, been recovered of the mod violent fevers, attended with the 
moil threatning fymptoms, and much heightened by relapfes from mifmanage- 
mint. It would be tedious to enumerate all the cafes of this kind, which, 
have happened at Cloyne, and in my own family ; where many fevers, pleu- 
retic, as well as others, attended with violent flitches, difficulty of breathing, 
and fpitting of blood, have been cured by Tarwater ; and this I can with truth 
affirm, that 1 never hneiu it regularly tried, in any inflammatory cafe, without 

fucce/s : but then it muff, be given in bed, voarm, and very copioufly, with all 
due caution againft cold, noife, and improper diet. 

17. I have often obferved, when a patient, on the firft attack of a fever, 
hath betaken himfelf to his bed, and drank Tarwater regularly and conitantly, 
that he hath had fuch favourable fymptoms,fo good appetite, and fo found fleep, 
that the fever pafied almoft as nothing ; nor was to be diftinguifhed other- 
wife, than by a quicknefs of pulfe, a little feverifh heat, and thirft. The 
more that patients in a fever, drink, the better they find themfelves ; and 
their liking to Tarwater grows with their want of ir, by a certain inftindt or 
dictate of nature ; infomuch that I have known children in very high fevers, 
who, at other times, could hardly be prevailed on to drink a Angle glafs, 
drink 6 or 8 in an hour. 18. I 



* The Nile was by the antient ^Egyptians called Siris, which word alfo 
fignifies, in Greek, a chain, tho' not fo comreonly u fed as Sira. 
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18. I can truly affirm that for the cafes within my own obfervation, in- 
flammatory acute diftempers cured by Tarwater, have been, at leaft, ten times 
the number of any other. Thefe indeed ofteneft occur, as caufing the chief 
deftru&ion and general ravage of mankind ; who are confequently debarred 
from the principal ufe and benefit of this medicine fo long, as they give ear 
to the fuggeftions of thofe, who, without any experience thereof, would per- 
iuade them, it is of an heating or inflaming nature ; which fuggeftion, as I 
am convinced myfelf, by long and manifold experience, that it is abfolutely 
falfe, fo may all others alfo be fufficiently convinced of its falfhood, by the 
wonderful fact attefted by a folemn affidavit of captain Drape, at Liver- 
pool ; whereby it appears, that of 170 negroes feized at once by the fmall- 
pox on the coaftof Guinea, one only died, who refufed to drink Tarwater ; 
and the remaining 169, all recovered by drinking it, without any other me- 
dicine, notwithftanding the heat of the climate, and the incommodities of the 
veffel. A fad fo well vouched muft, with all unbyaffed men, outweigh the 
pofitive affertions of thofe, who have declared themfelves adverfaries of Tar- 
water, on the fcore of its pretended heating or inflaming quality. 

19. The fkill and learning of thofe gentlemen, in their profeffion, I fhall 
not difpute ; but yet it feems ftrange, that they fhculd without experience 
pronounce at once, concerning the virtues of Tarwater, and afcribe to it per- 
nicious qualities, which I, who had watched its workings and efte&s for years 
together, could never difcover. Thefe 3 laft years, I have taken it my felf 
without one day's intermiffion ; others in my family have taken it near the 
fame time, and thofe of different ages and fexes ; feveral in the neighbour- 
hood have done as much, all without any injury, and with much benefit. 

20. It is to be noted, the fkin and the belly are antagonifts ; that is, the 
more paffeth by perfpi'ration, the lefs will pafs another way. Medicines there- 
fare, which caufe the patient to perfpire, will be apt to make him co/live. 
Therefore, when Tarwater worketh much by perjpiration, the body may 
chance to be bound. But fuch a fymptom, tho' it fhould be attended with a 
little more than ordinary warmth, need not be dreaded by the patient; it be- 
ing only afign, that his cure iscarried on by driving the pecant matter thro* 
the fkin ; which is one of the ways, whereby Tarwater worketh its effect. 
And when this effect or cure is wrought, the body of itfelf returneth to its 
former natural ftate ; and if fome have been bound in their bodies, I have 
known others affeded in & contrary manner upon drinking Tarwater, as it hath 
happened to operate either in the fhape of a diaphoretic, or of a gentle open- 
ing medicine. I have even known a coftive habit more than once remo- 
ved by it, and that, when the cafe was inveterate, and other methods had 
failed. 

21. I mentioned the foregoing article, upon calling to mind, that 2 or % 
patients had, for a time, complained of a binding quality in Tarwater. I 
likewife remember that one in a high degree of the fcurvy was difcouraged 
from the ufe of Tarwater, by its having caufed an uneafy itching all over 
his Jbody. But this was a good fymptom, which flawed the pecant hu- 
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wours to be put in motion, and in a fair way of being difoharged through 

the fkin. 

22. An humour or flatus put in motion, and diflodged from one part, of- 
ten produceth new pains in fome other part ; and an efficacious medicine, 
as it produceth a change in the ceconomy, may be attended with fome unea- 
finefs, which yet is not to be accounted a diftemper, but only an effect or 
fymptom of the cure. 

23. The falts of Tarwater have nothing of the fiery and corrofive nature 
of lixivial falts produced by the incineration of the fubjecl ; they not being 
fixed falts, made by the extreme force of fire, but volatile falts, fuch as pre- 
exifted in the vegetable, and would have afcended in fmoak, if not preven- 
ted by the fods or covering of the billet piles. This tho' already hinted in 
Sin's, and plain from the manner of making Tar, I have thought fit to repeat 
and inculcate, becaufe, if duly attended to, it may obviate fufpicions about 
Tarwater, proceeding only from an ignorance of its nature. 

24. Every ftep that I advanced in difcovering the virtues of Tarwater, my 
own wonder and furprize increafed, as much as theirs to whom I mentioned 
them : nor could I without great variety and evidence of facls, ever have 
been induced to fufpecl, that, in all forts of ailments whatfoever, it might re- 
lieve or cure, which at firft fight may feem incredible and unaccountable ; 
but on maturer thought, will perhaps appear to agree with, and follow from 
the nature of things. For it is to be noted, that the general notion ofa dif- 
eaie feemeth to confift in this, that what is taken in, is not duly affimilated 
by the force of the animal ceconomy ; therefore it fhould feem whatever af- 
iifts the *vi's <vitte maybe of general ufe in all difeafes, enabling nature either 
to afiimilate, or difcharge all unfubdued ,humours and particles whatfoever. 
But the light or Jether detained on the volatile oyl, which impregnates Tar- 
water, being of the fame nature with the animal fpirit, is an acceffion of fo 
much ftrcngth to the conftitution, which it affifls to afiimilate or expel what- 
ever is alien or noxious. 

APPENDIX 

Containing the mqft material Extrafts from Two Tratts wrote by 
thofe learned Philofophers 2>.Stephen H ales ^Fellow of the 
Royal Society, and A.Reid,Z%; printed at London iniy^y: 
With fome Obfervations of the feveral Sores e/Tar ufedin 
Bofton in. New.- England. By T, P. 

*HE firft Tract is entituled — " An Account of fome Experiments andOh- 
*J- (eryetiojjf <?* ¥*Q tt !*?& > wberjmifjkown the Quantity, of Tar that 
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%t is therein : which was read he/ore the Royal Society. And therein the 
Dr. tells us. 

" That having made Tar-water in proportion of a Gallon of Water to a 
** Quart of Tar.ftirring it ^Minutes, and evaporating aPint of faid Tar water 
«« in a Florence- Flaflc ; of that made with Norway or Sweedtfl? Tar, which 
'* was 30 Ff^rj old and 'very thick and ftiff, there remained at the Bottom of 
tl the Flafk 44 Grains of thick, dark, reddifh Tar, of a bitterifh burnt Tafle 
— — " with common, coarfe, ftiff American Tar, 28 Grains 
— — " with ftiff Tat ]xx^. brought from Norway, 61 Grains 

" with the old Tar ftirred half an Hour — 93 Grains 

*' with the thinner Tar ftirred 8 Minutes — 26 Grains 

— — " with 4 feveral Parcels of Norway or Sweedi/b Tar, not fn 

" fl'JF> Dut more fof* an ^ °'fy 'han theTar above,and eftcemed by the Dealers 
'" in Tar to be very good [ for Ropes] only between 5 and 15 Grains. 

[ But the Dr. does not fay, how long Time elapfed between hisftirring of 
the Tar with theWater, and hisEvapouring it : nor does he afcertain whether 
thefe Tars were of the Jirft, middle or latter runnings from the Kiln ; in which 
there is a vaft Difference, as the longer it burns, the more Pitchy the Tar 
grows. ] 

" That in a Pamphlet in Anfwer to the Bifhop of Cloyn, He finds that on 
*J deftilling 22 Pounds of beft Norway Tar, there were of 

Pounds. Ounces. 

Pitch 12. 14. 

Oyl 7. 13. 

Acid Spirit I. 2. half 

si. 13. half 
Loft o. 2. half 



22. 

"That the Water made with old, ftiff, lefs uncluous Tar feems to tafte fen- 
" fibly ftronger of the acid Spirit, than that made with thinner, more uncluous 
«' Tar : on which account the (iiffer would be preferable, were it not that it 
" communicates too much of its grojfer Parts alfo to the Water, and that 
" the Water made with the thinner Tar taftes much ftronger of Soot or 
« Smoak than that made with the ftiff Tars. 

" That in filtrating thefe feveral Tarwaters thro 1 filtring Paper, no Tar 
« nor oily Subftance remained in the Paper ; not even of that Tarwater, 
« which had 93 Grains of Tar in a Pint : Nor were the filtring Papers 
" when dry any more inflamable where the Tar had paffed than in other 
■« Parts which had not touched the Tarwater : Nor was the filtring Paper 
" of the thinner Tar at all difcoloured, though that of the ftiff was as if 
«< fmoaked. Whereby we fee how intimately and minutely the Tar is mix- 
« ed with the Water : And fince Water conveys fo much Tar through 
« the Filter, no Wonder it fhould alfo be a Vehicle to convey great Quan- 
- - titics 
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" tities of [the fubtil Parts of] Tar into the Blood, as well as the medicinal 
" Virtue alfo into the fineft and remoteft VefTeJs of the Body, in the fame 
" Manner that the Virtues of mineral Waters are conveyed : And Tar thus 
" minutely divided and blended in a great Quantity of Water, will be much, 
"■ lefs heating than a like Quantity of Tar taken by itfelf, as is evident 
*' from many like Instances. 

" That there is a Water which feparates from Tar fometime after the 
" Tar is made [at the Kiln] and that in fuch Quantities, as to lay 3 or 4 
" Inches deep on the Tar : And this Water which is fo flrongly impreg- 
" nated with the acid Spirit as to ferment with Chalk, is drank by the A- 
" mericans, as a Cure of fome of their Maladies. 

" That as Tar by ftirring becomes of a lighter brown Colour ; fo it will 
" recover its darker Colour by ftanding, and that fooner if warmed. 

" That as he made both Tar and Turpentine Waters with fweet Rain- 
t( Water, in which were Water-Gnats andother Infecls ; fo 'twas Very ob- 
" fervable that the Water-Gnats died in 6 or 8 Hours, and the other fmall 
, *' Itifeils in 30 or 40 Hours, in Tarwater ; yet neither of them were killed 
" in the ftrongeft Turpentine-water which he made, but continued brifk and 
" lively for federal Weeks ; and yet we cannot thence infer that Tarwater 
** is pernicious to Mankind. 

" That Tarnvater has undoubtedly proved an efficacious Remedy- in many 
*' Cafes and Inlrances. And whereas in fome Cafes it is obferved by Phy- 
" ficians to be too inflammatory ; that heating Quality may be abated by the 
" following Methods propofed by the ingenious Mr. Reid. 

Mr. Re id's Tradl is entitled, ft - ALetter to the Rev. Dr. Hales, con- 
cerning the Nature of Tar, and a Method of obtaining its Medical Virtues 
free from its hurtful Oils, &c. «— Dated London, March 25.- 1747." And 
therein he tells us, 

*' That Tarwater has of late obtained fuch a Reputation, as to be ef- 
*' teemed by many little lefs than a univerfal Medicine. That though the 
" Number and Variety of Cures performed by it, are- equally unqueftiona- 
11 ble and furprizing, and he is far from the leaft Inclination to depreciate 
" thofe Virtues from which fo many have received Benefit, yet there want 
"'■neither Arguments nor Examples to juftify a Sufpicion that in feveral 
" Cafes Tar water is capable of doing Harm, when either prepared or ufed 
** improperly. 

" That the grofs, ref.nous Parts of the Tar can communicate nothing to 
" cold Water but what is hurtful : On which Principle it is agreed that 
«« Tarwater fhould not be made twice of the fame Tar. That the light, 
•* eetbereal Oils [thereof] are fo fiery, cauftick and inflammatory, that they 
«' cannot be fafely adminiftrod internally without as much Caution as is ne- 
«« ceffary to effential Oils : And 'tis accordingly agreed that they ought to 
«« be feparated by fkimming or filtering. That the heavy, grof:, half-burnt 
" Oils andGv?ns, which fink to the Bottom of the Tarwater or of the acid 
* r Juice, and therewith maks a.corapound zutddy. Lhusr, , aro alfo . rejsdled' 

by 
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by Confent as an internal Medicine for Reafons much of the fame Nature. 
So that we are reduced to feek the medical Virtues of Tar in the clear, 
greenijb, acid liquor : And here only he believes they will be found to re- 
fide. That this feems to be the native, nourijbing Sap of the Vegetable ; 
and confifts of a pure Water impregnated with the penetrating, aclive, 
acid Salts of the Wood, by Means whereof the fineft Parts of the ejtr.tial 
Oil, are perfectly diffolved and mod intimately united therewith, fo as to 
rife together with the fmalleft Heat unhurt by the Fire. Mean Time, 
this Oil is altogether undifcernable to the Eye, unlefs by its natural, green- 
ifh Colour. And that this Compound therefore appears to be a true, vola- 
tile, fluid, acid 'Soap ; and both from its Compofition and Experience will 
be found an excellent attenuating, deobflruent, alterative Medicine. 
" That we are juftly cautioned againft Tarwater of too deep a brown 
Colour, which is owing to the burnt Oils or muddy Liquor Iwimming there- 
in : Which carries with it much of the aduft, heating, inflammatory, 
cauftick Oils and Gums. And to this we may fairly and naturally af- 
cribe all the Prejudice done by Tarwater, efpeciaily to hot, bilious Con- 
ftitutions. That he had lately heard an Inftance to confirm him in this 
Way of thinking, which deferves our Notice. A Pbyfcian of his Ac- 
quaintance at Dumfries, having endeavoured according to Art, but in 
vain, to cure a Servant Maid, quite worn out with Ilinefs, had Recourfe 
at Iafl to Tarwater, which in a very fhort Time reftored her to perfect 
Health : The Footman obferving this good Effect, went to the Jar in 
which the Tarwater flood, and took a Draught of what the Maid had 
left ; v/hich proved to be the brownijh, muddy Sediment of the Tarwater, 
for the Maiiihad drank moft of what was clear.: And it produced fuch 
a terrible Inflammation in his Bowels and Blood, as had well nigh coft him 
his Life, which was for many Days defpaired of, and his Friends called 
in to fee him die. 

*' That for trying the Goodnefs of Tar before, or Tarwater after it is 
made, he recommends to pour a little thereof on fome Bits of Chalk ; 
if an EfFervefFence does not prefently follow, then we may be fure the Tar 
or Tarwater is not fit for our Ufe ; but the ftronger the EfferveiTence 
proves, fo much the better are they to be accounted. 
" That he has all along taken it for granted, that Tar is pofTefled-of ex- 
cellent Virtues, which it communicates to cold Water by Jnfufion ; that 
this cannot be denied, becaufe ^Multitude of Fafts have appeared to vouch 
it, fence the firfl Publication of the benevolent BifKop of Cloyne^t learned, 
elegant, entertaining Recommendation of it. 

" That as Experience is the fureft Teft, he appeals to the immemorial 
Practice of thofe who- live near the Places where Tar is ufaally made : 
Who inftru&ed by Chance, and convinced by. Experience,, ufe Taru~;er 
for all CompIaini3 ; they drink the pure acid Liquor which .fwims nafx- 
rally on the Surface of the Tar, after all the grifs Parts havt fu'. 
and %h& czthcnal Oil is Hcirnmed off : Soms oks ft slcas, others mingled 
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" with a little Water. And it has alfo been long ufual even among us [at 
** and about London] for confumptive, decayed, worn-out People, t" repair 
'* to the Red-Hcufe at Deptford, as their laffc Refort, there drink the clear 1 
" Liquor from the barrelled Tar, and be cured. 

And he thus concludes — " I fhall efteem myfelf very happy if any Thing 
" I have faid, may contribute to make this excellent Medicine ftill more uni- 
" verfally ufeful and fafe." 

OBSERVATIONS. 

THE three Tradts above of Mr. Prior, Dr. Hales, and Mr. Reid, with 
Bifhop Berkeley's Letters, coming Iaft Oiloher among the Books of my 
late dear Brother, the Rev. Mr. Nathan Prince, from Rattan, where he died 
about the 25th of July Iaft ; I could not but think them of fuch great Im- 
portance to the Health of my Country, efpecially in many Towns which 
have no Phyficians, as to promote their being reprinted and difperfed here. 
But 

As the learned Writers on Tarwater in Great -Britain, feem not to be 
fully apprized of the natural Hiftory of our North- American Tar ; I (hall 
here venture to make a few Obfervations, (1) Of the Trees from whence it 
is derived ; (2) Of the federal Sorts of Jar made from them ; and (3) Of 
my little Experience of their different Operations on the human Oeconomy. 

I. As to the Trees from whence it is derived — 

They are a Sort of Pines, Ever- Greens, naturally and generally grow in 
the fandy Grounds difperfed through the Territories of this Northern Con- 
tinent : and are called by fome Turpentine Trees, becaufe of the Plenty of 
Turpentine in them ; by fome Pitch Pines, becaufe of the Pitch made of 
the Tar derived from them ; and by others, Red-Pines, becaufe of the Red- 
nefs of the inner Part of the Wood, to diftinguifh them from another Sort 
called White Pines, becaufe of the Whitenefs of the Wood within them. 

But in thefe Turpentine Trees, at the going off of the Branches from the 
main Stock, and in the middle of the Offsets, there are a Sort of woody, 
clofe, compared Bodies of a finer Grain and roundifh Form, commonly 
called Pine-Knots ; of a very vifibly different Subftance from the reft of the 
Tree, both in Confidence as being more folid, in Colour being darkifh 
brown, and in vafcular Diftinclion having a Rind of a fimilar Colour and 
Confidence round them. They take their Rife in a conical P »int from near 
the Center of the Stock, and the Cone increafing grows lar^ft at the Off- 
fet, goes into the Center of the Branch and there grows lefs again : The 
Secretory Duels leading into them are abundantly finer than the Canals of 
the reft of the Wood : And the Turpentine of the reft of the Tree having 
only paffed through the firft Secretions, being more grofs and undigefted ; 
when it rifes towards the Knots, thofe finer Strainers with the digefting Help 
of the Sun-Beams fecrete a finer and purer Subftance into the Tubes of the 
Knots, of a very different Smell, Tafte and Colour (from the remaining Tur- 
pentine) becoming a natural Balfam, fragrant, aromatick, fpirituous and ac- 
tive i which feems to be the molt perfeft natural Digeftion of the terebin- 
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thinousSubftance. And we may lee thefe Knots diftinguifhed in every Board 
made of thefe Red Pine Trees. 

The principal Ufe of the Knots feem to be two fold ; (i) To ftrengthen 
the Arms of the Tree at their Offsets, and render them more fecure from 
being fplit off by Tempefts ; (2) To be the Repofitories and Prejervatives 
of this vaiuable5^//«»; : which feems better than even the excellent Balfam of 
Tolu in this refpedt, that the Water of ours has not like that, fuch a Sweer- 
nefs as to pall the weakeft Stomach : And fo fiim and durable are the Knots 
and Baljam in them, that though the Reft of the Tree, much fooner than 
Oaks, decays with Age while (landing, or being blown or cut down, dry or 
green, will for all the Turpentine in it, in a few Years rot to Powder ; yet 
thefe Knots are found in the midft of the Powder intirely diftindt and firm ; 
and how long they will endure the Weather, 1 have not yet difcovered. 
II. As to the federal Tars made in North- America and brought to Bofton— 
There feem to be three Sorts in general, '(1) The Green lar : So called 
becaufe made of the faid Pines while green ; being barked, as they (land, 
about 8 Foot from the Ground, except a Slip about 4 Inches broad to pre- 
ferve the Tree from perifhing ; then (landing a Year, that the watery Juice 
may be more evapourated and the remaining Turpentine, and fo the Tar 
more thick and vefcid ; and then felled and cut into Billets for the Tar- 
Kiln, covered with Sods and fet on Fire ; as Mr. Reid obferves the Ad of 
Parliament diredls and orders. The Juice of thefe Billets therefore muft be 
compounded chiefly of the grofs Turpentine and a fmall Part of the knotty 
Balfam. And the Wood and its Canals, being green and open, the Juice is 
by the Heat of the Fire more eafily and quickly diffolved, and the Tar lefs 
burnt and cauftick : For which the Parliament therefore gives a double 
Bounty. 2. The pure balfamick Tar made of the Knots intirely, pick'd up 
after the reft of the Trees are rotten, and thrown to the Kiln-Heap : which 
being covered with Sods and fet on Fire ; the firft Runnings of the proper 
Tar are faid to be thick and curdly, being but little heated by the Fire, have 
the finer and more fpiritous Parts very little evaporated, are beft of all both 
for Cordage and Medicines : And this Sort of Tar is a proper Balfam; But 
the longer theKiln burns.the more the finerParts evaporate,and theRemainder 
grows more pitchy and cauftick ; and towards the End to fucha Degree as 
to burn and hurt theCordage. Water made of the middle Runnings is there- 
fore not fo good for internal Medicine ; and of the latter inwardly received, 
likely to be heating and hurtful to human Bodies. (3) The Tar made 
partly of thefe Knots, and partly of the Facings of the Trees where they 
were barked, if not of other Parts which appeared to have Turpentine in 
them. And this Tar muft needs be lefs digefted and- balfamick than the 
fecond Sort ; though more than the firft, as being a Compound made mora 
of the Knots and lefs of the Turpentine : But the firft Runnings of this 
are allowable for Medicines, the middle Runnings lefs, and the latter not at 
all for internal Ufes, for the. Reafons under the fecond Sort ; Though Tar- 
water weaker or ftronger, made of the laft Runnings of every Sort, may 
poffibly bs as effeaual as any, if not more, in outward Application. 
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And the Tars which chiefly come to Bojlon, are the green Tars from Soutlr 
Carolina, and the other two Sorts both from North-Carolina and from diverfe 
Parts of New -England: In particular from Dunjlahle and Wilmington and 
other Towns above us, brought down in Carts to Mi/lick, and then in Boats 
to Bcjlon ; and therefore commonly here called Mijlick-Tar. The Pines 
in South and North-Carolina grow in very low Land ; but thofe in New- 
Engla?:d, efpecially thofe that fupply the Mijlick-Tar, in higher or drier : 
and the more Northward the Spruce and Pines grow, it feems as if they have 
a greater and more active Spirit. I know it is fo in Spruce ; and it is there- 
fore likely in Pines. 

III. and laftly, As to my little Experience of their different Operations 
on the Human Oeconomy— 

For fuch a diforderly Fret in my Bloods.*, hindered me from regular 
fleeping a Nights for fifteen Years, and other Ails, I began the firft of Feb. laft 
with the Water I made of Mijlick Tar, according to the Bifhop's Rule ; tak- 
ing one Wine-Glafs an Hour before Breakfaft, a fecond an Hour before Din- 
ner, a third at 6 P. M. and a fourth a little before going to Bed : which 
beyond my Expectation immediately refrefhed and compoied me, fo as on 
that very Night I began to take my Reft and Sleep in Seafon, and fo held 
on ^Fortnight. Then I for a Fortnight tried the North -Carolina thinnerTar, 
which helped me ftill, but not fo well as the Mifiick. Then the South -Ca- 
rolina green Tar, which in two or three Days fo heat my Blood, and broke 
my Reft as obliged me to throw it away : then I returned to the firfi Run- 
nings of the Mijlick Tar, which prefently gave me Quiet again : and then I 
tried the North -Carolina curdly Tar, which agrees with me near as well as the 
Mijlick ; but I think the Mijlick has a more active Spirit, and I feel a 
greater Livelinefs, Strength and Influence of it in me almoft as foon as 
iwallowed down : and this for internal Ails I prefer to the others. 

And as the learned Biffjop obferves the Norway Tar to have a more effica- 
cious Virtue than the South and North-Carolina, — and afcribes it to thi?, 
that the Pines in Norway grow in higher and drier Land than thofe in Caro- 
lina ; as the Juice of Apples growing in higher and drier Ground is more 
digefted, fpirituous and of a finer Flavour ; For the fame caufe mult Mijlick 
Tar be preferable to the Carolina. — And if we could be fure of the jirji 
Runnings made of Knots alone, it feems highly probable that this would have 
the moft efficacious and falubrious Virtue. 

I think alfo that the purer the Water is, the more it draws the Spirit of 
the Tar into it. Rain-water feems indeed to give the Infufion a maukijh 
Tafte, much more difagreeable than good clear Water out of the Earth. And 
.Water beft for Tea or to boil Peafe is better than others. 

To be more clear of the grofler Subftance, I leave the Tar 3 "Days clofe 
covered a Subfiding. And then the Tar-water being carefully Skimmed, 
decanted, and corked clofe in Bottles, it a few Days after feems to grow 
more cordial, a&ive and vivacious, 

.Boston, May t 25, 1749. 

T. Prince. 
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